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Following the successful reopening of the new Runway 
10L/28R in June (Stage 1 of Project AIM), Archerfield 
Airport Corporation is charging ahead with the upgrade 
of Taxiway Bravo (Stage 2). AAC consultant, Airport 
Consultancy Group, has finalised designs for Taxiway 
Bravo and IFC (issued for construction) drawings have 
been produced.

The construction contract has been awarded to Gold 
Coast-based OM Civil which is currently preparing 
preliminary works including the Project Management 
Plan. Site establishment commences in September with 
completion anticipated in December 2021, depending 
on weather.

Archerfield Airport’s taxiway network is a key focus of 
AAC’s Project AIM (Airside Infrastructure Modernisation). 
Taxiways are essential to the Airport’s efficient operation 
as Air Traffic Control cannot clear an aircraft to take off 
or land if the runway is occupied, making the timely 
movement of aircraft to and from the runway via its 
taxiways vital. 

Under Project AIM, Archerfield’s taxiways will be 
strengthened and widened to cater for the broader range 
of aircraft expected to use the airport in the future. Taxiway 
works will augment the existing system to maximise 
runway capacity and the efficient ground movement of 
aircraft.

Archerfield Airport’s $17.8 million Project AIM was 
kick-started in October 2020 with a $13.8 million 
interest-free loan from the Queensland government. It 
brings forward up to ten years of planned works to be 
completed within 18 months. Project AIM’s Stage 3 
works (Eastern Apron and Taxiway Hotel upgrades) are 
anticipated to begin shortly after the Stage 2 works.
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Bravo for New Taxiways
Joy Flight
The unbridled joy of a 
three-year-old boy melted 
hearts at Archerfield when 
Memphis Facer was finally 
reunited with his mother  
on 3 September, thanks to 
Angel Flight Australia.

Memphis was cut off from 
his parents Dominique and 
Mick in Hervey Bay when 
Queensland tightened its 
border restrictions while  
he was visiting his 
grandparents at their cattle 
station 1,500 kilometres 
away in New South Wales. 

It took eight weeks for young Memphis to be granted an 
exemption to return to Queensland and Angel Flight Australia 
stepped in to make it happen.

Former Qantas pilot Paul Michel flew Memphis and his grandmother 
Alex Facer from Griffith Regional Airport to Archerfield in his 
Piper PA-31 Navajo. It was Memphis’s first flight.

Paul said he was pleased to donate his time and aircraft to help 
the Facer family. AAC waives aircraft landing and parking charges 
for Angel Flights. 

Angel Flight is a charity that coordinates non-emergency flights 
piloted by volunteer pilots to help country people reach 
specialised medical care that they would otherwise have difficulty 
accessing because of distance and cost.

The pandemic has also kept Angel Flight busy reuniting families, 
including the recent arrival at Archerfield of a 10-month-old baby 
after receiving medical treatment in Sydney, and young boy who 
had been trapped in Orange, New South Wales. 

Above: Young Memphis Facer meets his new hero, former 
Qantas pilot Paul Michel, who flew the stranded boy from 
Griffith to Archerfield to be reunited with his mother.



Airport Safety Week 18 – 22 October

Mark your diary for Airport Safety Week 2021. This collaboration 
between the Australian Airports Association and the New Zealand 
Airports Association is designed to engage airport employees and 
contractors and will feature a different safety theme each day.

Monday 18 October: Airport safety through a global pandemic
Tuesday 19 October: Human factors in airport safety
Wednesday 20 October: FOD walk
Thursday 21 October: Mental health and safety
Friday 22 October: Safety management systems

At Archerfield, Airport Safety Week activities will conclude with lunch to 
provide for discussion and networking. For information, contact AAC.

A message from the 
GENERAL MANAGER

As we move into the final quarter of 2021, 
Archerfield Airport Corporation extends our 
sincere gratitude to our aviation community for 
patiently working alongside us as our airport 
team has completed vital infrastructure works. 

We recognised this with Fly Free July when we 
waived landing charges for 3,870 fixed wing and 
helicopter flights.

With our main Runway 10L/28R returning to full 
operational status in June, the AAC team is now 
about to embark on completing the upgrades to 
our main taxiway, Taxiway Bravo. We understand 
these works will, again, have some impacts on 
airport operations, and we genuinely appreciate 
the opportunities we’ve had to engage with our 
aviation community to ensure these impacts are 
minimised.

Despite COVID-19 generating some uncertainty 
this year with border closures and lockdowns, 
there is now a growing sense throughout our 
industry that we are slowly, but surely, moving in 
a positive direction through this pandemic. 

We thank all airport operators and customers for 
their continued vigilance and for maintaining their 
efforts in abiding by health advice and COVID-
safe practices. We acknowledge the extra burden 
this places on many businesses, but also the 
way in which our community has maintained a 
high level of regard for others’ health and safety.

2022 will see more significant infrastructure and 
facility works commencing, or being completed, 
around our airport. There are some exciting 
developments ahead and I look forward to 
sharing these with you as the plans and 
schedules are locked in. 

With regards,

Rod Parry 
General Manager

Ready for Take-Off
Tristan Watson (pictured) is the latest recipient 
of the H C Brinsmead Scholarship funded by 
Archerfield Airport Corporation. The scholarship 
honours the work of Horace Brinsmead, an 
early pioneer of aviation safety whose work led 
to the establishment of the Civil Aviation Safety 
Authority and Airservices Australia. 

The $4,000 scholarship is awarded annually to a Griffith University 
student studying a Bachelor of Aviation or a Bachelor of Aviation 
Management who reflects the personal values of Horace Brinsmead.

Tristan was inspired to study aviation while a service volunteer in 
Germany. “I met and was befriended by several pilots who encouraged 
me to think about becoming a pilot and studying aviation,” he told 
AAC. “This scholarship has helped my path towards that goal and has 
been a huge blessing in my life.”

Looking Back, Looking Ahead
There can’t be many airports that have an historic graveyard within their 
grounds and the God’s Acre Cemetery was where Archerfield Airport 
kicked of its Celebration Day in July.

God’s Acre was established in 1859 when 16-year-old Volney Grenier 
was killed in a hunting accident. The cemetery was preserved when 
Archerfield Airport was built around it in the 1930s.

Archerfield’s Celebration Day explored the airport’s rich history which 
will also be preserved in a dedicated History Room in the airport’s Art 
Deco-style Terminal Building.

“As Project AIM (Airside Infrastructure Modernisation) positions Archerfield 
for sustainable future growth, it’s important we acknowledge the lives and 
work of those who have gone before us,” Archerfield Airport’s Managing 
Director Gavin Bird AM said.

Celebration Day activities included tours of God’s Acre and the airport, 
talks on local history, displays from seven local history groups and bush 
band performances.

The Day ended with a spectacular 
aerobatic display by Jeremy Miller 
(pictured) in his World Championship Yak 
55 stunt plane. Jeremy comes from an 
aviation family and he learnt to fly at 
Archerfield in the 1990s. He owns UPRT 
Australia, a flying school that specialises 
in upset prevention and recovery training, 
and has performed internationally in 
aerobatics, tailwheel and formation flights.



Lighting the Way Forward

Archerfield’s new runway lighting system represents the 
greatest innovation in the airport’s lighting for nearly 50 
years and is the result of Archerfield’s long and successful 
partnership with Enever Electrical.

When the airport was privatised in 1998, AAC asked 
Enever Electrical to maintain the existing lighting, much of 
which dated back to the 1970s, until it could be replaced. 
At that time, LED technology was in its infancy and largely 
untested, and some early adopters had experienced 
unforeseen problems with it. During this period, Enever 
Electrical performed great feats of resourcefulness, 
ingenuity and adaptation to keep the existing lighting 
functional and safe. Greg Enever consulted former 
Department of Aviation electricians and other experts to 
undertake repairs and keep the system operational.

By the time Archerfield became a certified airport, spare 
parts were already becoming scarce. Greg scrounged 
parts from airports all over Australia that were retiring old 
technology, often acquiring the last parts available in the 
world. Enever Electrical also manufactured its own bases 
and worked with other manufacturers to make parts that 
were no longer available.

It was this successful, can-do attitude that Enever Electrical 
brought to the task when Project AIM’s Stage 1 works gave 
the green light to the installation of a new system.

The new lighting system uses 318 medium-intensity PAL 
LED runway and taxiway lights and 39 medium intensity 
inset LED lights. The runway lights are spaced at 60-metre 
intervals rather than the previous system’s non-standard 90 
metres, and they are sited and aimed so they do not cause 
visible glare at ground level. 

The new lighting and other Project AIM 
improvements allow aircraft to operate at 

Archerfield with fewer constraints.
The project involved the installation of 23,000 metres of 
primary circuit cable, 9,000 metres of secondary cable, and 
more than 1,400 cable connections. The cables sit within a 
series of new underground conduits replacing the old direct 
buried system. The new conduits create two completely 
independent circuits providing redundancy in the event that 
one circuit fails. Eight PAPIs and four RTILs, installed for 
the first time at Archerfield, have greatly improved safety. 
Enever Electrical will continue with lighting installation along 
Taxiway Bravo during Project AIM’s upcoming Stage 2 works.

The new lighting and other Project AIM improvements allow 
aircraft to operate at Archerfield with fewer constraints, with 
greater payloads and in lower minima weather conditions, 
improving the airport’s ability to cater for Instrument Flight 
Rule flights. They are also important training, navigation and 
safety aids for student pilots.

Launched in June with the official opening of the new 
Runway 10L/28R, the new lighting has already delivered 
significant operational and environmental benefits, lowered 
maintenance and running costs, and helps position 
Archerfield for future growth.

Welcome Aboard
Archerfield Airport Corporation recently welcomed Alec Shabanz and Pavel 
Davidyuk to key roles in the organisation.

Alec brings a long track record in infrastructure delivery in Australia and overseas 
to his new role as Project Manager of AAC’s Project AIM (Stages 2 and 3). His 
previous projects include the $1.8 billion Gateway Motorway upgrade, the $350 
million Northern Pipeline Interconnector, and the $277 million Townsville Port Access 
Road. Alec is also the Principal Consultant and owner of Incerto Engineering and 
a former Regional Technical Support Manager for Abigroup (Lend Lease). He 
applies more than 35 years of multidisciplinary experience and technical knowledge 
to the successful delivery of Project AIM.

A former air traffic controller and aviation consultant, Pavel utilises his diverse 
experience in the role of Operations and Technical Officer, having worked in 
Central Asia, the Middle East and the United Kingdom. He specialises in risk 
management, air traffic management, aerospace management, airport operations, 
safety and aerodrome safeguarding. With his Master of Aviation Management and 
Aerospace Engineering, he is accustomed to solving complex aviation problems 
with safe, sustainable and cost-effective solutions.

The Archerfield community welcomes 
Pavel Davidyuk (left), Operations and 
Technical Officer, and Alec Shabanz, 
Project Manager – Project AIM.

Greg Enever has had a 30-year relationship with 
Archerfield airport, culminating in the installation 
of the new runway lighting system. 
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email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
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contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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Hangar 235A: Measuring 15m x 12.4m x 3.6m (clearance), 
this 185m2 hangar is situated at the northern end of the 
airport with airside access. It features Colorbond roof, 
concrete end and petition walls and double slide doors 
on each side with access doors.

Aeroport 227: This 180m2 site at the northern end of 
Archerfield with airside access measures 14m (width) x 
10m (length) x 3m (height) rising to 4m at apex, with steel 
cladded walls and fence security gates.

Aeroport 222: This fully enclosed aeroport measures 
15m (width) x 12 (depth) x 3m (height) from ridge to cap 
with doors 2.4m high rising to 3m pitch. Providing 173m2 
of space, it is located at the northern end of the airport 
with airside access.

Hangar 634: This Colorbond hangar measures 30m x 
15m x 6m has a concrete hardstand of 750m2 (aircraft 
storage only, no other use), part of a site area of 1,243m2, 
at the southern end of Archerfield Airport with airside 
access.

Office Space – Room 28D, Terminal Building: This 
12m2 air-conditioned room can cater for two workstations 
with telephone lines.

For more information about these and other 
available sites, call AAC Property Manager,  
Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000 or visit 
www.archerfieldairport.com.au

FOR LEASE The following is a selection of airport premises now available for lease.

Hazardous 
Waste 
Disposal
Airport tenants are 
reminded that 
hazardous waste 
cannot be placed in a normal wheelie bin as  
it can cause fires and be harmful if released 
into the environment. Hazardous waste can 
be corrosive, explosive or toxic. Examples 
include: solvent-based paints; motor oils; oily 
rags; car batteries; and pesticides.

These items must be disposed of with a 
licenced waste contractor and records must 
be kept. Brisbane City Council offers free 
hazardous waste disposal days throughout 
the year. Check the BCC website for dates 
and information about hazardous waste.

If you are unsure of the how to dispose of 
your waste items, please contact AAC.

Airport Beat!
The hum of propellers and rotor blades was no match for Beauty and 
the Beats when the Brisbane Festival came to Archerfield Airport in 
September. Described as a blend of hip-hop and R and B acoustic, 
with some slam poetry and beatbox guitar thrown in, Beauty and the 
Beats helped Archerfield wind down at the end of the working week.  
The gig was part of the Brisbane Festival’s Street Serenades program 
of pop-up concerts in 190 suburbs around the city, showcasing 
contemporary musical talent across a diversity of genres.

Winding down on a Friday afternoon with Beauty and the Beats.
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