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Scholarship winner announced
Griffith University aviation student, Chace Eldridge (pictured), 
has been awarded the inaugural H.C. Brinsmead Scholarship, 
funded by Archerfield Airport Corporation (AAC). 

The scholarship honours the pioneering work of Horace Brinsmead, 
who led what became Australia’s Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) after World War 1. It is open to Griffith University Bachelor 
of Aviation and Bachelor of Aviation Management students.

Chace, 20, is in his final year of Bachelor of Aviation studies and 
is focused on a career as a commercial pilot in Australia. He 
was recently accepted into the QANTAS Group Pilot Academy 
flight training program, which he hopes will provide a direct 
pathway to achieving his personal goal.

The $4000 scholarship was awarded to a Griffith University 
student who reflects Brinsmead’s values of commitment and 
teamwork in the establishment of CASA.

As well as studying and running his own fitness business, Chace 
is a Coordinator for the University’s Aviation Mentoring Program 
which matches students and aviation industry mentors. He is also 
a leader in the University’s MATES Program for aviation students, 
and last year mentored high school students at the University’s 
Flight Camp. Additionally, he is the Legal Officer on the National 
Committee of the Australian Youth Aerospace Association.

“I want to thank AAC for this opportunity to further pursue my 
career ambitions,” Chace said. “Brinsmead was hugely impactful 
in shaping Australia to be one of the safest places to fly in the 
world. He was inspirational because he maintained his passionate 
beliefs about high standards in civilian aviation despite coming 
up against sections of the industry bitterly opposed to change.”

Away from work and studies, Chace competes in football and 
cross country. Last year he competed in the Neverest Challenge 
which involved running 44 laps of Camp Mountain (104km) near 
Brisbane to raise money for people in Nepal. He also competed 
at the World Junior Mountain Running Championship in Argentina, 
where he was the first placed Australian.

Congratulations Chace!
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*Brinsmead was keenly interested in aviation. In 1920, he 
was appointed Controller of the newly created Civil Aviation 
Branch of the Department of Defence – a position he 
held until 1933. In that time, Brinsmead established the 
world-class safety framework that continues to underpin 
the endeavours of both CASA and Airservices Australia.



A message from the 
GENERAL MANAGER

When the last edition of the newsletter was 
issued in March, the world was only just 
beginning to experience the impacts of 
COVID-19. In these months that have since 
passed, it is clear that the pandemic has 
affected many lives, livelihoods and businesses, 
in a multitude of ways. The AAC team hopes 
that you, your teams, and your loved ones have 
all been safe and well during this challenging 
period.

Unlike most other major crises, such as natural 
disasters, this pandemic does not have a clear 
path forward for recovery, and there is not a 
part of the world that hasn’t felt the effects. 
This highlights just how important it is for us  
to maintain a clear awareness that, to rebuild 
from here, we truly are all in this together. 

AAC is committed to maintaining a strong and 
stable environment in which our customers, 
and all members of our aviation community, 
can experience resilience, optimism and a 
future focus. We will continue to work on 
airport projects and future planning, with the 
aim to re-energise our part of the world and 
support the longer-term rebuilding of the 
aviation industry.

As we all continue to move along this 
unchartered path, let’s not forget the 
importance of checking in with each other 
regularly – our workmates, customers, and 
those closest to us, to make sure that they  
are alright.

With regards,

Rod Parry 
General Manager

David joined AAC in March this year to manage all aspects of Project AIM, 
Archerfield Airport’s massive $17.8M Airside Infrastructure Modernisation 
project.

David brings to the project more than 30 years’ experience in commercial 
construction in Australia and New Zealand. As a former Project Manager 
for Lanskey Constructions, his most recent aviation project was the rollout of 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service’s bases at Charleville, Roma and Rockhampton.

As well as construction expertise, David is a private pilot. This gives him a 
thorough appreciation of the needs of both airport operators and users. It 
was at Sunland Aviation at Archerfield Airport that David gained his pilot’s 
licence some 16 years ago; and for many years, he hangared his Piper 
Arrow at the airport.

David said it was great to be back on airport, this time as part of the AAC 
team. His role for the next 12 months is to oversee the various stages of 
Project AIM and engage with stakeholders throughout the process.

David said his appointment with AAC had fallen into place after he returned 
home to Brisbane after working FIFO in New Zealand. 

“I was due to go back to New Zealand, but was considering my work options 
when COVID travel restrictions were imposed,” he explained. “At the same 
time, the project manager position became available, and I was pleased to 
take a break from travelling and work close to home.”

“I didn’t envisage all those years ago when I was pilot training that I would 
be part of such an important project here at Archerfield Airport.”

Welcome David.

David can be contacted on david.findlater@archerfieldairport.com.au 
or (07) 3275 8022.

Pop up concert for Archerfield 
Brisfest 2020 came to Archerfield Airport in September when the carpark 
of Air Archer Café was transformed into a ‘surprise pop up concert’ venue.

Queensland singer-songwriter Sahara Beck took to the stage to perform 
several songs, much to the delight of café patrons and airport tenants. 
The Queensland Minister for the Arts, Leeanne Enoch, was also among 
those to enjoy the afternoon concert. 

The Street Serenade program was a highlight of this year’s Brisbane 
Festival (September 4 – 26), an internationally acclaimed cultural festival 
that connects residents and the arts.

Pop up concerts were staged in 190 suburbs across the city, taking music 
to the streets – or in this case, to the airport. 

Above: Singer Sahara Beck with 
Minister Leeanne Enoch.

            SPOTLIGHT ON:

David Findlater
Project Manager – Project AIM



Project AIM Update 
Detailed design has now been completed for upcoming works associated with the 
lengthening and strengthening of Archerfield Airport’s main runway and associated lighting.

AAC is awaiting approvals from the Airport Building Controller (ABC) and CASA, and 
reviewing submissions from tenderers for construction of the works.

A relocatable building north-east of the Fuel Farm is the new “Airport Lighting Equipment 
Room” (ALER), established to prepare for relocation of the PALC (Pilot Activated Lighting 
Control – currently in the Terminal Building) and installation of  equipment associated with 
the runway lighting upgrade. This is the exciting first stage of Project AIM. 

Whilst approvals are being sought for works on the main runway, several associated 
works are expected to be completed over the coming couple of months. These include 
bulk earthworks to the south of 10L/28R to improve drainage, and installation of pits 
and conduits for the new lighting system.

Following these works, lengthening and strengthening of the main runway will begin. 
The start date will depend on funding, approvals and the selected contractor. At this stage, work is expected to start 
before the end of this year, for completion early 2021. Measures will be taken where possible to minimise disruptions.

For information about impacts on operations during the bulk earthworks, see AAC Project AIM Update  
(Issue 1 – August 2020) on the AAC website.  

ENVIRONMENT 
NEWS

Airport users are reminded that aircraft may be washed only at the dedicated, 
free washdown bay located at site 032 (north-west of the Terminal Building). 
The washdown bay has an oil-silt-water separator and an oil-solids separator 
which filter the runoff to avoid contaminants reaching the stormwater system.
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Project AIM (Airside Infrastructure Modernisation) comprises various airside infrastructure improvements 

foreshadowed in Archerfield Airport’s master plans since 2000. It includes alterations to the main runway 

and upgrading of associated taxiways and other related infrastructure such as lighting and visual aids. 

The initiatives represent a $17.8M investment by AAC to modernise airport infrastructure and ensure 

that Archerfield Airport continues to play a support role to Brisbane Airport well into the future.

For more information, go to www.archerfieldairport.com.au/mdp Detailed design for the upcoming Project AIM works, 
associated with the lengthening and strengthening of 
Archerfield Airport’s main runway and associated lighting, 
has now been completed. AAC is awaiting approvals from 
the Airport Building Controller (ABC) and CASA, and is also 
reviewing submissions from tenderers for the construction 
of the works.
Regular airside users may have noticed the installation in recent 
weeks of a relocatable building to the north-east of the Fuel Farm. 
This is the new “Airport Lighting Equipment Room” (ALER), installed 
in preparation for the relocation of the PALC (Pilot Activated 
Lighting Control - currently in the terminal building) and installation 
of all equipment associated with the runway lighting upgrade.This is the exciting first stage of Project AIM.Whilst approvals are being sought from the ABC and CASA for 

the works on the main runway itself, a number of associated 
works are anticipated to be completed over the coming couple 
of months. These include bulk earthworks to the south of 10L/28R 
to improve drainage, along with the installation of some pits and 
conduits for the new lighting system.The bulk earthworks are expected to take approximately three 
weeks to complete and will have some impact on daytime 
operations of Runway 10L/28R. For aircraft that are unable to 
operate from the parallel secondary runway (10R/28L) or grass 
runways during these works, Runway 10L/28R will be available 
on a 60 minute recall during daylight hours.

At this stage, night-time operations on Runway 10L/28R are not 
expected to be impacted during these works. The parallel 
secondary runway (10R/28L) will operate with a slightly reduced 
runway length (approximately 60m shorter) during this time period.As foreshadowed in the Project AIM (MDP) document, these 
works will also necessitate permanent relocation of both run-up 
bays on Taxiway Alpha to the intersection of Taxiway Alpha and 
Alpha 9. AAC will endeavour to provide operators with at least 
three weeks’ notice prior to commencement of any works that 
will have an impact on operations.Following the bulk earthworks, the lengthening and strengthening 
of the main runway works will begin. The start date for these 
works will be dependent on funding, construction methodology 
adopted by the selected contractor and approvals. At this stage, 
AAC hopes that the works will start before the end of 2020, and 
will be completed early 2021.
AAC will provide further information about start dates and impacts 
to operations after consulting with the selected contractor and 
airport operators.
AAC appreciates the continued patience and support of 
stakeholders as this once-in-a-lifetime project takes shape. As 
always, we intend to keep disruptions to a minimum where 
possible, and we look forward to engaging further with you as 
the methodology is clarified and dates firm up.David Findlater (Project AIM - Project Manager) can be 
contacted on david.findlater@archerfieldairport.com.au or 
(07) 3275 8022 for further information.
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Project AIM Update 

Works on Transition – Archerfield Logistics Estate (Transition) are 
expected to be completed in October.  

OM Civil was selected to undertake construction of the Stage 1 
works, which include internal roads joining to Boundary Road, 
stormwater pipes, fire sprinkler reticulation, water services, 
electrical and communications services, street lighting and 
landscaping. 

OM Civil also undertook construction of 30,000sq.m. of new 
hardstand storage sites and internal gravel roads within the 300 
sites fronting Ashover Road. These sites replace existing temporary 
hardstand storage sites along Boundary Road which have now 
become part of Transition.

Transition is a unique infill site preserved as part of Archerfield 
Airport; with Stage 1 now being released for leasing opportunities. 
The estate is ideal for “last mile”, cold store, logistics, aerospace 

and manufacturing businesses. It provides a wide range of 
flood-free sites to accommodate buildings from 2,500sq.m. to 
50,000sq.m GFA and up to 50m in height. 

This convenient site brings all of South-East Queensland within 
easy reach via A & B-Double approved routes. The nearby 
Acacia Ridge Intermodal Freight Terminal provides access to the 
Port of Brisbane and interstate routes. 

AAC intends to complement Transition’s premium location with 
premium quality buildings, and can Design & Construct buildings 
to suit tenant requirements, with flexible site layouts and leasing 
options available. 

For more information about these and other available sites, 
contact AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on  
07 3275 8000 or visit www.transitionestate.com.au

Transition – 
Archerfield 
Logistics Estate



If you would like to receive future editions of  
this newsletter electronically, please send an  
email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.

Copyright © 2020 Archerfield Airport Corporation,  
All rights reserved.

Contact us
Archerfield Airport Corporation
PO Box 747, Archerfield Q 4108
P (07) 3275 8000  F (07) 3275 8001
aac@archerfieldairport.com.au
www.archerfieldairport.com.auBrisbane’s Metropolitan Airport

Archerfield

Hangar 203: Located airside north of the airport on 
Qantas Ave, this steel hangar is on a 212sq.m. site. 
Dimensions: 15.15m length x 12.36sq.m depth (approx.)   

Hangar 604: This excellent steel and Colorbond hangar 
on a 357sq.m. site is close to runway 28L, off Lores 
Bonney Dve. It has bi-fold hangar doors sliding from the 
centre. Dimensions: 15.3m x 12.36m.

Hangar 400: A modern metal-clad hangar of approx. 
1,900sq.m comprising office/warehouse (approx. 
1,655sq.m. of hangar/warehouse with excellent internal 
height up to 7.5m under beam, and 245sq.m. of ground 
floor office, reception, tech-space and amenities). Also, 
an extra 245sq.m. mezzanine storage, viewing platform 
and office above. Access is via two ultra-wide 20m sliding 
doors, with plentiful parking in front.

For more information about these and other available sites, visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au  
or call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

Building 009: This state-of-the-art modern student 
accommodation and training complex features 40 
bedrooms (some with ensuites), communal dining and 
recreational facilities, breakout study areas, commercial 
kitchen, laundry and observation deck, and spaces 
suitable for lectures, pilot briefings and simulators.

Offices 28A, Terminal Building: The air-conditioned 
offices and kitchenette are excellently located on the 
ground floor and comprise an area of 131sq.m.

Aeroport 223: Located at the northern end of the airport 
on Qantas Ave, this steel framed/sheeted open-ended 
aeroport is approx. 14m x 12m x 3.3m with airside 
access only. It has a concrete slab hardstand, and wire 
mesh sliding gates with SHS frame.

talktower
The global aviation industry has faced an enormous 
challenge in the last six months. Airlines ceased 
operations, international and domestic flights cancelled, 
state border closures; but flying training continues. 
Some of our busiest days for the past year have been 
in the last three months.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to accept any 
visitors to the Tower. We hope this will come to an end soon 
as I believe these visits give pilots and controllers a chance 
to discuss the issues that arise and to put faces to voices.

The lowering of controlled airspace around Brisbane and 
Archerfield has seen an increase of aircraft climbing into 
CTA without a clearance. The base of controlled airspace 
was lowered to facilitate the descent of jet traffic on 
approach to Brisbane.

With the planned major works at Archerfield for runway 
28R/10L, it is a timely reminder to review the procedures 
for Runways 04/22 and single runway operations on 
28L/10R. With single runway operations, circuit training 
will be limited; and start approvals are required for this.

There are different restrictions placed on the 04/22 runways. 
Helicopter Area Charlie will see more use and there will be 
more aircraft crossing the duty runways. When using 
Runway 22R for departure, all aircraft are required to taxy 
via D2. For helicopters, the northern pad is a dependent 
operation with Runway 04R/22L, and a change to the 
Central pad may be required due to traffic on the runway. 

Safe flying!

Brendan Peut
Archerfield Control Tower

FOR LEASE
The following is a selection of airport premises now available for lease.


