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The modern jet era is coming to Archerfield with the 
redevelopment of Hangar 13 to house a corporate aircraft 
and offices. 

The purpose-built $4 million facility near the Terminal 
Building will be able to house aircraft with a tail height up 
to 6.5 metres and is among the airport’s new modern hangars 
catering for larger, quieter, next-generation jet aircraft.

The Hangar 13 development follows the successful opening 
of Flight One’s new $4.6 million, 2,000m2 hangar in 2021 – 
the first new building constructed at Archerfield in ten 
years – and Flight One’s $1 million refurbishment of 
Hangar 3. 

AAC began positioning itself for the new jet era with 
Project AIM and the reconstruction of Archerfield’s main 
runway 10L/28R with PAPIs, RTILs, RESAs and new ground 
lighting designed to cater for the needs of more modern 
aircraft. The 1,200m Taxiway Bravo has been upgraded to 
Code B with new lighting to service aircraft like the 
Challenger 604.

Project AIM’s Stage 3 works are reconstructing, extending 
and strengthening the Eastern Apron, bringing Taxiway 
Hotel up to Code C standard and installing Archerfield’s 
first Apron floodlight towers. Upgraded pavements and 
improved Eastern Apron parking will accommodate a 
mixture of Code A, B and C aircraft.

AAC is also in talks to develop a new aeromedical aircraft 
complex and an FBO/MRO hangar adjacent to the Eastern 
Apron to house Code C aircraft.

The new $4 million Hangar 13  
will house a corporate jet and offices. 

Corporate Jets Ready for Take-Off at Archerfield

The jet era is coming to Archerfield.



Archerfield’s AAM Mission
AAC’s Airport Business Manager Elita Huynh released Archerfield’s 
new Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) Mission Statement at the 
Australian Association for Uncrewed Systems (AAUS) Summit in 
Melbourne earlier this month.

With AAM technology advancing quickly, Archerfield is well 
positioned to service this new and enormously promising field of 
aviation.

A message from the 
GENERAL MANAGER

As the transformation of our airport reaches 
its final stages, the feeling of forward 
momentum at Archerfield is palpable. Yet, 
the more things change, the more they stay 
the same. Underpinning our growth and 
development is the spirit of innovation and 
teamwork that has always been a feature of 
life and work at Archerfield.

There is so much to look forward to in  
the evolution of aviation and it is from 
Archerfield’s rich past that we draw on 
lessons that will chart our course through 
new developments and opportunities.

The Archerfield community has always 
adapted effectively and inclusively to change, 
whether it was during the earliest days of 
aviation, through wartime, to the period of 
renewal that started with the privatisation of 
the airport in the 1990s and is culminating 
now in its renaissance thanks to Project AIM.

Of course, there’s one thing we can never 
control and that’s the weather, but we 
continue to deal with Mother Nature’s curve 
balls and learn from the experience.

Once again, I would like to thank everyone  
in our Archerfield family for your ongoing 
contribution to our shared future. With most 
of the infrastructure development and 
disruption behind us, we can start looking 
forward to a new period of productive 
prosperity.

It’s great to have you all on board for that. 

With regards,

Rod Parry
General Manager

Archerfield’s AAM Mission Statement is:
The rapid introduction of new emerging technology  

has given Archerfield Airport an opportunity to increase 
our capabilities in providing safe and efficient means  

of aviation support and services to south-east  
Queensland communities.

We look forward to embracing the potential of this new 
technology and supporting its future at Archerfield Airport.

Good Neighbours
AAC updated its Fly Neighbourly Program in August in consultation 
with aircraft operators and the community. Fly Neighbourly is a 
voluntary code of practice that aims to reduce noise, enhance 
safety and promote good relations between the airport and the 
community. It provides guidelines for pilots of fixed- and rotary-
wing aircraft to identify residential areas and manage the impact 
of low-level flying; and outlines procedures to help residents 
express any concerns. 

The airport has been a vital and vibrant part of the Archerfield 
community since 1931 and has played a major role in civil aviation 
history. As one of Australia’s busiest airports, Fly Neighbourly 
helps foster good flying manners and minimise its impact on 
local residents and businesses.

For more information, visit https://www.archerfieldairport.
com.au/Downloads/Policies/Archerfield_Airport_Fly_
Neighbourly.pdf

AAM is coming of age in Australia with the AAUS recently named 
Industry Association of the Year at the 2022 Australian Aviation 
Awards in Sydney.

Ms Huynh also presented the findings of her PhD research into 
passengers’ perception of safety at the Summit.

Mind your manners: Archerfield’s Fly Neighbourly Program 
promotes considerate flying practices and community relations. 



Pioneers Honoured
The winter sun shone brightly as a tour of God’s Acre – 
believed to be Brisbane’s second oldest surviving cemetery 
– kicked off Archerfield’s Remembrance Day in June.

Organised by the Friends of God’s Acre Historical Society, 
the day celebrated Archerfield’s rich and varied past, from 
the Yuggera First Nations Peoples to pioneering families to 
the airport’s role in Australian aviation history.

History buffs and interested locals learnt about the families 
buried in the beautifully preserved graveyard, including the 
pioneering Grenier family who established the cemetery 
when their son Volney died in 1859. Only a church graveyard 
in northside Nundah is believed to be older than God’s Acre.

Remembrance Day activities concluded with a tour of 
Archerfield’s new History Room in the 1940s Art Deco-style 
Terminal Building. Opened in April, the History Room 
chronicles Archerfield’s story in a series of murals and a 
collection of artefacts and memorabilia.

Even as the airport grows and evolves with new facilities 
and technology, AAC and the Friends of God’s Acre make 
sure the past is preserved for future generations to enjoy.

Transition Welcomes First Tenant
Archerfield’s Transition Estate has welcomed its first 
tenant with Shellby Power moving into the Estate’s 
first purpose-built complex, an A-grade, 4,500m2 
under-roof warehouse on Site 581.

Development continues on adjacent sites with AAC 
fielding enquiries from a range of businesses 
interested in relocating to or establishing operations 
at Transition. Detailed design is currently underway 
for Site 580, a 9,500m2 roofed warehouse; and Site 
560, comprising 6,000m2 of cold-store, freezer and 
food production facilities.

Transition provides new options for ‘last mile’ logistics, 
cold store, aerospace and manufacturing businesses 
demanding excellent facilities and connectivity. 
When complete, it will provide 100,000m2 of modern, 
under-roof space over 23 hectares only 11 kilometres 
from the city. As well as generating new employment 
and investment opportunities for Brisbane, Transition 
diversifies Archerfield’s economic base, making the 
airport more sustainable and providing new revenue 
streams for future infrastructure upgrades.

Bill Ferguson’s tour of God’s Acre cemetery was a 
popular start to Remembrance Day in June.

Netherlands Naval Aircraft Service and civil aviation retreated 
to join Australian, British and American forces at Archerfield. 
Dutch aircraft provided crucial transport and intelligence 
support to Allied forces in Australia and New Guinea and 
services for Brisbane-based General Douglas MacArthur, 
and later assisted in the liberation of NEI. 

Archerfield’s History Room has been the catalyst for a 
series of seminars exploring, variously, the airport’s largely 
forgotten Dutch link and other WWII history, presented by 
the Secretary of the Aviation Historical Society of Australia 
(Qld) Inc (AHSA), Peter Dunn OAM, and the Dutch-Australia 
Cultural Centre’s Paul Budde. 

The AHSA meets on the last Friday evening of each month 
in Archerfield’s historic Terminal Building which houses 
the History Room. Previous events have included a talk by 
Ian Campbell, author of Thinks He’s a Bird, the biography 
of postal-clerk-turned-Pathfinder pilot Keith Watson who 
flew for RAF Bomber Command; and the history of the 
revolutionary CAC Wackett and Yeoman Cropmaster by 
Mark Pilkington. Meetings and events are live-streamed via 
Zoom for interstate and regional members. To find out 
more, visit www.ahsaqld.org.au or email Peter Dunn 
OAM at ahsaqld@gmail.com.

Above: The Dutch contingent farewells Archerfield in 1947.

The Dutch connection at Archerfield started with rivalry 
and ended in mateship. When KLM added a Melbourne 
service stopping at Archerfield to its Amsterdam-Batavia 
route in 1931, the threat of competition prompted (British) 
Imperial Airways to commence regular London-Australia 
flights. KLM didn’t secure landing permits until 1938, by 
which time the British services were well established. Despite 
this, the Dutch DC-2 ‘Uiver’ caused a sensation when it 
touched down at Archerfield during the 1934 London-
Melbourne air race, with pilot Koene Parmentier commenting 
that “all of Brisbane” had come to admire the aircraft.

Everything changed in 1942 when the Japanese invaded 
the Netherlands East Indies (NEI) and the NEI Air Force, 

Rivalry and Mateship at Archerfield

Shellby Power’s new purpose-built facility launches 
an exciting future at Transition.
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Work continues on the review of Archerfield’s Master 
Plan and Environment Strategy which will guide the 
airport’s future direction and development. 

Public consultation will begin soon, providing the 
opportunity to comment on the proposed plans and 
provide feedback before these important roadmaps 
are finalised. 

If you have any questions about the Master Plan 
review, the Project Team can be contacted at 
masterplan@archerfieldairport.com.au, and 
watch Plane Torque for news.

MASTERPLAN UPDATE

ENVIRONMENT NEWS
REPORT FUEL SPILLS!
Fuel spills aren’t just messy, wasteful and expensive – 
they can contaminate soil and surface water and 
seriously damage pavements.

Spilt fuels and oil-based leaks expose pavements to 
hydrocarbons which can soften the asphalt binder, 
leading to deterioration of the asphalt pavement and 
a greater risk of foreign object debris.

All airport users are asked to immediately report any 
fuel spills and incidents to AAC and review their 
fuelling and handling procedures to avoid spills. A Wet Finish for Project AIM

After Brisbane’s record autumn drenching when the city 
recorded 218 per cent of its long-term rainfall average, even 
the normally dryer winter months proved challenging for 
the final stage of Project AIM. With the ground saturated,  
a return to average winter rainfall was enough to cause 
frustrating issues with earthworks on the Eastern Apron 
and Taxiway Hotel works.

Coupled with supply issues, the weather delayed Stage 3 of 
Project AIM but work is now well underway with construction 
proceeding in two sections. Section 1, comprising 11,000m2 
of Taxiway Hotel and part of the Eastern Apron, including 
asphalt, line-marking and tie-down anchors, is expected  
to be completed in October. As part of the acceleration 
program, an additional 5,000m2 of Section 2 will be completed 
during the Section 1 process.

Construction of Section 2 – 15,000m2 comprising the 
remaining Eastern Apron, including asphalt, line-marking, 
tie-down anchors and three lighting towers – will begin 
straight after Section 1, with completion expected by March. 

If Mother Nature is agreeable, of course.

Above: Completed subbase layer on the Eastern Apron 
and Taxiway Hotel.

Project AIM Inspires Accolades
AAC congratulates BMD Group for winning a Civil Contractors 
Federation (CCF) Earth Award for its work on Project AIM.

BMD utilised innovative methodologies in the reconstruction 
of Archerfield’s main runway 10L/28R, recycling existing 
materials, reducing cost, limiting the use of new materials 
and minimising truck movements.

Regarded as the most prestigious civil infrastructure awards, 
the CCF Earth Awards recognise outstanding work in 
construction and environmental excellence which reflects 
the development and use of the best technologies and 
practices by Australian civil contractors.

Visibility Alerts Keep Ground 
Movement Safe
Brisbane’s foggy winter mornings were a good recent 
reminder of AAC’s Low Visibility Procedures (LVPs). 
Established as part of AAC’s safety commitment, LVPs 
regulate aircraft and vehicle movement in the 
manoeuvring area during periods of low visibility or 
low cloud, as required by Part 139 Manual of Standards 
2019. Although aircraft flight operations are not available 
during periods of reduced visibility, LVPs are in place 
for ground movement during controlled tower hours 
to ensure non-essential vehicles and personnel remain 
clear of the manoeuvring area. 

AAC has introduced an alert notification system through 
messaging broadcast software that advises airside 
drivers and operations staff when LVPs are in effect and 
when they cease. For more information, contact AAC 
on (07) 3275 8000.


