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The end of the year is coming at us with a rush, however 
there are still several events before we close up shop for 
Christmas. Melbourne Cup is just around the corner and 
the G20 will test the patience of Brisbane residents. We at 
Archerfield will not be immune from the chaos of the G20, 
with a number of operational measures to be implemented. 
For all who are interested, there will be a G20 briefing on 
Saturday 1st November at the Souths Sports Club.

I am thrilled with the opening of the Aviation Student 
Accommodation Complex (ASAC). I appreciate all the fantastic 
comments I have received for this spectacular facility. To coincide 
with the completion of the ASAC, we are fortunate and very 
pleased to welcome Australia’s largest flying college, Basair, to 
Archerfield. Basair are leasing the ASAC and will commence 
their operation in earnest very shortly.

Together with the new signage at the entrance and elsewhere 
on the airport, the ASAC certainly lifts the airport’s aesthetic 
profile. The refurbishment of Hangar 6 (previously the Hawker 

$4 million boost to pilot training
Pilot training in Queensland received a major boost 
recently when Archerfield Airport Corporation’s  
$4 million Aviation Student Accommodation Complex 
(ASAC) opened its doors.

The fully refurbished, two-storey building at 9 Grenier Drive 
was officially opened early in October by the Assistant 
Minister for Planning Reform, Rob Molhoek. A first for the 
airport, the complex accommodates up to 40 aviation students 
and will support a major growth sector at Archerfield.

Ten airport tenants now conduct pilot training and aviation-
related courses – and the provision of modern onsite 
accommodation for interstate and overseas aviation students 
will take Archerfield from Queensland’s leading flight training 
centre to one of Australia’s key airports for trainee pilots.

de Havilland hangar) over the next few months will lift it even 
further. 

The end of the year also marks another milestone for me personally. 
When I commenced in this position, I gave a commitment to 
complete five years as Airport Manager. Those five years are up 
at the end of the year – which is when I am retiring. For those 
who know my background, you will be aware that I intended to 
retire after 40 years in the Air Force when this opportunity arose 
at the 39 year mark. So this is my second attempt at retiring.

Naturally I have some regret leaving this great job and the many 
friends I have made around the airport and in the industry, but I 
owe it to my bride of 39 years to spend some quality time with 
her. I am very much looking forward to the next phase of our life, 
and wish to acknowledge the excellent support I have enjoyed 
at Archerfield Airport during the past five years. To all my 
professional friends and colleagues… a sincere thank you.

Corrie Metz, General Manager

Corrie Metz with Basair representatives, Managing 
Director David Trevelyan (left) and Chief Pilot and 
Chief Operating Officer Mark Rowell.

A message from the General Manager

The complex was developed to meet a strong demand for 
quality, affordable onsite accommodation. It is managed by 
Basair Aviation College, Australia’s largest flying college. As 
well as personal accommodation and breakout study areas, 
the complex includes a purpose-built viewing platform offering 
360 degree views of the surrounding airspace. This facility 
allows students to observe circuit traffic whilst listening to 
radio communications. The ASAC also includes four ground 
floor offices that will be used by Basair for pilot briefing.

The initiative was included in the Archerfield Airport Master 
Plan 2011-31 and reflects AAC’s vision for the ongoing 
development of the airport into a world-class aviation facility. 
AAC is also upgrading existing infrastructure to improve its 
market share for pilot training and plans to enhance existing 
grass runways by relocating them away from flood-prone areas.

Corrie Metz (left) shows off AAC’s new ASAC to the State Member 
for Sunnybank, Mark Stewart, and Rob Molhoek, Queensland’s 
Assistant Minister for Planning Reform.



Think before you act
If you’re an airport tenant considering sub-leasing, it’s 
vital to know all your obligations, especially those that are 
required before you proceed…

•  AAC approval must be given prior to finalising sub-leasing 
arrangements. Before sub-leasing, submit a copy of the 
sub-lease agreement or an approved/completed AAC 
Sub-tenancy Consent Form to AAC for consideration. 
Consent is not automatically granted.

• The sub-lease must align with the permitted use of your lease.

•  No person, except for those approved by AAC, has permission 
to use all or part of the premises.

•  Approved sub-tenants must be aware of the airport’s building 
and environmental requirements and must adhere to them. 
Any building works require application and consent from both 
the AAC and the Airport Building Controller.

•  As the airport tenant, you will be held responsible for the 
conduct and actions of the sub-tenant.

To find out the detail of the security measures and the 
operational procedures, Archerfield Airport tenants and 
users are invited to a briefing by the G20 Task Force on 
Saturday, November 1. It will be held at Souths Sports Club, 
Mortimer Road, Acacia Ridge, starting at 10am.

In the meantime, the AAC website (www.archerfieldairport.
com.au) provides links to a number of publications and fact 
sheets that outline the various procedures to be implemented 
before the summit begins on November 15. Click the Media 
Centre tab and read the G20 Summit latest news post.

G20 Update
With the G20 world leaders’ summit in Brisbane only 
weeks away, expect extra security measures and 
operational procedures to be in place at all airports in 
the Brisbane Basin.

At Archerfield, security measures and operational procedures 
apply from November 11 to 18. Operational procedures 
include temporary restricted areas; single runway operation; 
special circuit procedures; operation during manned tower 
hours only (extended hours of operation); IFF code for all 
aircraft operations; mandatory flight plans (including circuit 
operations); and new procedures for western departures. 
Additional security measures will also be put in place by QPS.

Safety first
Airport Safety Week in September was the first of 
its kind for the Australasian aviation industry – and 
the initiative saw some 70 airport operators across 
Australia and New Zealand come together to 
promote airport safety.

Topics included hazard reporting, health, foreign object 
debris, personal protection equipment and drugs and 
alcohol management plans. Airport Safety Week was 
sponsored by CASA and promoted at Archerfield 
through the website, daily newsletters and a safety quiz.

AAC thanks all airport tenants who participated and took 
advantage of the opportunity to improve safety 
awareness at their worksite. 

Avoid noise nuisance
Airport operators are reminded of their responsibility 
to minimise noise and prevent it being a nuisance 
to on-airport and off-airport neighbours.

Activities include ground running of aircraft, parking aircraft 
near buildings, operating engine test cells, construction 
operations, road traffic movement and any non-aviation 
activities that generate noise.

Ground running and testing procedures are to be carried 
out at the airport locations dedicated for this purpose.

Aircraft washing
Tenants are reminded that aircraft may be washed only at the 
wash-down bay provided north of the terminal building.

The wash-down bay has an Oil-Silt-Water Separator and an 
Oil-Water-Solids Separator which filter the run-off to avoid 
contaminants reaching the stormwater system.

Last issue, we published a light-hearted 
list of ‘gripe sheet’ complaints and solutions. 
Readers enjoyed it so much that we’ve 
found some more examples of ground 
crews’ sense of humour!

A ‘gripe sheet’ is completed by a pilot after 
each flight to advise maintenance engineers of 
any problems with the aircraft. The engineers 
document their repairs on the form, then pilots 
review the ‘gripe sheet’ before the next flight. 
The pilot’s complaint is marked with a P, and 
the engineers’ ‘solution’ is marked with an S…

P:  Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough.
S:  Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.

P:  Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.
S:  That’s what they’re for.

P:  IFF inoperative.
S:  IFF always inoperative in OFF mode.

P:  Suspected crack in windshield.
S:  Suspect you’re right.

P:  Number 3 engine missing.
S:  Engine found on right wing after brief search.

MORE
GRIPES



Site 605 – Hangar and offices
This 365sq.m site is on the southern 
side of the airport. The steel/Colorbond 
hangar has an area of 191.2sq.m 
(clearance of hangar door 13.5m and 
height of 4m). The adjacent two-storey 
office has a 40sq.m lower level with 
amenities, and a 41.25sq.m upper level 
for storage only.

Hangar 005
This steel-framed hangar of approx. 
1,825sq.m is an older style building of 
metal cladding with igloo central bay 
and skillion side annex roof 
configuration. It has excellent height and 
accessibility, reception/offices/ 
kitchenette, work bays, a front roller 
door, easy and direct vehicle access, 
and town water (*sewerage, gas, 
electricity and telephone are available to 
the property).

The hangar has singular aircraft capacity 
of approx. 32m. The central girder has 
approx. 5m clearance. Hangar doors: 
sliding, height 6m approx, and opening 
25m approx. The hangar has airside 
access to the runway aprons plus 
landside access. Road access is from 
Qantas Avenue and an internal roadway.

Hangar 003
This 60 year-old hangar has an area of 
approx. 1,773sq.m. It is of clear span 
design and has an approx. clearance 
under truss of 4m. The property has 
high exposure to very busy Beatty Road 
and is an excellent hardstand in the 
commercial heart section of the airport. 
Usual services are connected.

The site has rear and front boundaries of 
approx. 26m and side boundaries of 
approx. 54m. It features:
• warehouse/hangar – reinforced 
concrete floors to warehouse area
• workshops at each side of the 
warehouse/hangar
• offices/reception area
• new air conditioning system
• Colorbond clad exterior/wooden and 
aluminium window frames
• refurbished male and female toilets.

For all leasing enquiries, please call 
AAC Property Manager, Claudia 
Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

For lease
The following airport premises 
are now available for lease…

PROFILE: Basair Aviation College
Basair Aviation College, Australia’s largest flying school, is the 
operator of Archerfield’s new Aviation Student Accommodation 
Complex.

Following the accommodation fitout, which is now underway, the complex 
expects to receive its first intake of aviation students in the coming weeks. 
Here’s a brief rundown on Basair, which has been training commercial 
pilots in Australia since 1991…

•  Basair have graduated hundreds of alumni who are now flying in 
airlines, charter operators, business jets and flying schools around the 
world. Basair graduates have been recruited by Qantas, Singapore 
Airlines, Virgin, British Airways, Qatar Airlines, Emirates, Etihad Airlines, 
Cathay Pacific, Air Asia, Air Arabia, Regional Express (REX), Gulf Air, Jet 
Star, Indigo, Jet Airways, Hong Kong Airlines and many other airlines.

•  Basair have VET FEE HELP for Australian citizens (or internationals on 
humanitarian visas) so students can ‘study now and pay later’.

•  Basair’s courses are designed inhouse by aviation professionals with 
many years of experience training commercial pilots. Students are trained 
in theory and the practical exercises of flying. Courses are designed to 
the latest competency-based standards; are fully approved by the 
Australian Civil Aviation Safety Authority, Commonwealth Register of 
Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS, registration 
number 01552D); as well as being accredited by the Vocational 
Education and Training Accreditation Board (ASQA), ensuring high 
standards of course delivery.

•  Basair operates the third largest aircraft fleet in Australia, behind only 
Qantas and Virgin Australia, with over 70 aircraft available from its 
Bankstown, Cessnock and Archerfield campuses. Basair have sufficient 
aircraft and instructors to ensure that all students can fly the required 
number of hours in the required timeframe. 

Basair Aviation College: 02 9791 0111

Streamlining leasing enquiries
AAC now has an online application form for registering leasing 
enquiries. This initiative is expected to streamline the process and 
help to match available airport premises to the needs of existing 
and prospective tenants.

To download the ‘Expression of Interest for Leasing’ form, visit  
www.archerfieldairport.com.au, click the For Lease tab, and follow the 
introductory prompt.

Basair Grade 1 Flight Instructor, Edward Rodricks in a Cessna 172.
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talktower
A reader has asked me to provide some frequently 
asked questions, so here are some interesting 
ones…

Q: Do I need to request a 10 second delay on 
the runway after receiving a takeoff 
clearance if I want to get settled prior to 
powering up?

A: Yes, you need to request a 10 second delay. 
Having been cleared for takeoff, there is a normal 
expectation that an aircraft will smoothly flow onto 
the runway, apply power and commence rolling. 
An unscheduled 10 second delay on the threshold 
could jeopardise separation with an aircraft on 
final approach. The request for a delay should be 
given with the ready call.

Q: If a roll through has been approved, does 
it mean that I can’t turn off the runway on an 
earlier taxiway?

A: If a roll through has been approved, you may 
turn off on an earlier taxiway unless the roll 
through is given as an ATC instruction to avoid 
conflict with other aircraft on the taxiway. 

Q: If there is an open mike on one of the 
tower frequencies, can I go to the other 
tower frequency?

A: If the open mike is continuous and creating a 
problem, then pilots should try the other tower 
frequency to re-establish communication.

Q: Should pilots always have their 
transponder on when airborne in the control 
zone.

A: Yes. If an aircraft is equipped with a serviceable 
transponder, it should always be activated when 
airborne and the Mode C altitude function should 
also be engaged. The resulting display is visible 
on the radar readout in the tower and enables the 
controller to assist the pilot from unintentionally 
entering other controlled airspace. Use of the full 
transponder function also triggers other aircraft 
collision avoidance systems (TCAS) when 
equipped and this can assist in avoiding conflict 
with other aircraft.

Until next time, please stay vigilant and fly safely.

George Lane
Archerfield Tower Manager

Christmas closing times
Believe it or not, but Christmas is not that far away! Please 
note that the AAC office will be closed during the holiday 
period – from 5pm on Friday, December 19 until 8.30am 
on Monday, January 5, 2015.

Spotlight on...

Prop Care Australia Pty Ltd
Archerfield Airport is home to Prop Care Australia, one of 
just a handful of CASA approved facilities in Australia that 
overhaul and repair aircraft propellers and governors.

This highly specialised service is operated by Nigel and Ann 
Pluckrose and extends to Sensenich, Hartzell and McCauley 
propellers as well as Woodward, Hartzell and McCauley piston 
engine governors.

Thousands of propellers – from small fixed pitch props to five 
blade propellers, have passed across Nigel’s workbench during 
the past 30 years. A propeller is arguably the most highly 
stressed component of an aircraft, so mandatory checking, 
overhaul or replacement are central to flight safety.

The company also:
• supplies new governors and offers exchange units
• undertakes non-destructive testing
• carries out shot peening and
• provides propeller re-pitching.

Shot peening is a metal working process to enhance the surface 
of a variety of materials – and Prop Care can shot peen newly 
manufactured items or re-shot peen worn areas. The company 
also has Hartzell approval to conduct Hartzell shot peening 
processes. Propeller re-pitching is carried out on fixed pitch 
propellers to change an existing pitch to either increase take-off 
performance or cruise performance.

Prop Care’s certificate of approval also allows them to undertake 
Magnetic Particle Inspection, Fluorescent Dye Penetrant Inspection 
and Eddy Current Inspections of engine components, undercarriage 
legs, and other aircraft parts. The marine, heavy vehicle and 
automotive industries, including teams involved in high performance 
racing cars, also engage Prop Care for these services.

Prop Care Australia Pty Ltd: 07 3272 9800

Reducing risk
A firearms program will begin soon at Archerfield Airport as a 
further method to disperse birds and reduce the risk of bird 
strikes. So please don’t be alarmed if you hear shots being fired!

AAC is continually looking at ways to reduce risk at the airport. Officers 
responsible for bird and other wildlife hazard management have received 
weapons training and firearms licences in preparation for this activity.


