
Airport Preliminary Draft 
Master Plan (2017 – 2037) 
OPEN FOR COMMENT
A Preliminary Draft Master Plan (2017 – 2037) for 
the ongoing development of Archerfield Airport is 
now open for consultation and comment. 

The Plan will ensure that the airport continues to evolve into a 
modern, world-class facility that will serve as a centre of 
excellence for aeronautical and related activities and the focus 
of general and corporate aviation in South East Queensland.

While no material changes were made to the new Master Plan, 
projects foreshadowed in the current approved plan (2011 – 
2031) will be carried forward; and further refinements include: 

•  The master plan and environment strategy are now a single 
report, removing duplication and aligning documentation with 
2010 amendments to the Airports Act. 

•  Planning information was revised, consistent with current 
planning strategies, policies and controls, reflecting State 
Planning Policy and Brisbane City Plan amendments. 

•  Additional information about ground transport includes details 
of anticipated traffic generation from airport developments in 
the initial planning period; anticipated works to provide safe 
and efficient access to airport developments; other opportunities 
to improve the adjacent road network (to cater for increased 
traffic); and opportunities to integrate City Plan bicycle routes.

•  A BCC/State Government proposal to relink Boundary Road 
across the middle of the airport (as it was and as foreshadowed 
in previous master plans) was removed as it is no longer 
necessary following the creation of Barton Street.

Copies can be viewed or purchased at AAC’s office (Grenier 
Drive, Archerfield Airport) or viewed free of charge at www.
archerfieldairport.com.au/masterplan. Written comments may 
be sent to Heather Mattes, General Manager, AAC Master Plan 
Consultation, PO Box 747 Archerfield  Qld  4108 or emailed to  
masterplan@archerfieldairport.com.au  before 17 February 2017.

Brisbane’s Metropolitan Airport

Archerfield

SPRING  |  2016

Archerfield Airport opens its doors 
Archerfield Airport welcomed more than 1,100 visitors 
in October for Brisbane Open House, a free community 
event to showcase the city’s architecture. See page 3 
for a full report.



Airspace Optimisation Project 
A range of initiatives now underway will see improvements for 
high performance jets, turboprop and all aircraft using Archerfield 
Airport, particularly in lower visibility meteorological conditions.

Under the Airspace Optimisation Project, managed for AAC by Aviation Projects, 
the airport is progressively expanding its ability to accommodate ‘new generation’ 
aircraft in all weather, 24 hours a day. While aircraft like the Challenger and King Air 
350 already use the airport, new airspace arrangements and flight paths will mean 
their operations need not be constrained by cloudy or dark conditions, or when the 
tower is closed. 

Stage 1 improvements include revised conditions under which standard instrument 
departures can be used; a broadcast capability on the weather station to transmit 
weather information to pilots; Standard Arrival Routes (STARs) and GPS-based 
approaches designed for higher performance aircraft, that is, upgrading the RNAV 
(GNSS) approaches to Category C and reducing airport obstacles. The improvements 
will expedite the safe and efficient flow of air traffic.  

These and other planned changes will meet increasing demand from high performance 
aircraft operators to use Archerfield Airport as well as improving the airport’s 
efficiency and reliability for all pilots.  

Here at Archerfield Airport we strive to 
maintain a positive partnership with the 
community and encourage everyone to 
take an active role in the growth of the 
airport. Airport development means 
modernisation and upgrading, including 
the airspace. With the growth in aviation 
traffic at Brisbane and RAAF Amberley 
impacting on Archerfield airspace, we 
have been consulting with pilots. We have 
also been working with Keith Tonkin from 
Aviation Projects, supported by Airservices 
Australia and CASA, to optimise the 
Archerfield airspace to ensure better 
outcomes for pilots. 

The success of Brisbane Open House 
showed many people how such a great 
airport is operated and maintained. It 
looked a picture thanks to the AAC team.

The 04/22 grass runways have received  
a lot of maintenance work recently, with 
04L/22R still closed while the grass grows. 
The improvements are already evident 
and pilots are enjoying some cross wind 
flying for sure!

As this is the last newsletter for 2016,  
I would like to wish you a warm 
Season’s Greeting and a wonderful  
and safe Christmas. Thank you so 
much to my great team who have 
worked tirelessly throughout the year 
assisting customers across the airport 
and community. Our office will be 
closed from Friday December 23 and 
reopening on Tuesday January 3, 2017. 

Safe landings and Happy New Year,

Heather Mattes 
General Manager

A message from the 

GENERAL MANAGER

SPOTLIGHT ON:  

Sebastian Seidel

Meet Sebastian Seidel (pictured) who took up the position of 
Airport Operations and Technical Officer in April 2016.

Sebastian has a background in engineering and design, initially working in Germany 
before deciding 10 years ago to further his career in Australia. The decision proved 
to be a good move... since settling here, Sebastian has worked for the Sydney Opera 
House, AURECON, then ABB Group where for the past five years he has designed 
high voltage sub-stations across Australia.

Sebastian’s role at Archerfield Airport encompasses a broad range of operational 
responsibilities including the planning and refurbishment of existing infrastructure. 
He is the point of contact for operators on airport, and safety and security in daily 
operations.

“This is the first time I’ve worked in the aviation sector, so I’m enjoying the challenge,” 
he said. “The past six months have been a very steep learning curve.”

Sebastian is combining his new job with fatherhood for the first time. He and wife 
Kirsten, have a 12 month-old son, Ari. While spare time is limited these days, Sebastian 
keenly follows soccer (he is still loyal to his team from Borussia Dortmund) and 
motorcycle racing. 

Road improvements to start soon
AAC is working with all levels of government to improve roads surrounding the 
airport – and works on Boundary Road start soon. Duggan & Hede, on behalf of 
AAC, will undertake the works to improve traffic flows and provide access to the 
new Transition – Archerfield Logistics Estate. With Commonwealth approval, AAC will 
dedicate land to enable intersection design. Construction is expected to start late 
2016 for completion by mid 2017. The AAC-funded work will involve a new intersection 
with road widening, turning lanes, median strips, landscaping, signage, linemarking 
and street lighting. Signage and traffic controllers will be present during construction. 



RFDS flies into Archerfield 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) flew into 
Archerfield Jet Base recently for an inspection of its 
newest aircraft, the B350C Super King Air.

Queensland Health officials fully assessed the uniquely equipped 
airframe with its new three-stretcher system configuration ahead 
of the aircraft’s imminent introduction to Queensland’s aeromedical 
retrieval system. There was particular interest in how the aircraft 
will accommodate life-saving equipment such as the Mansell 
neo-natal intensive care cot. For the exercise, Lady Cilento 
Hospital transported the cot and stretcher system by ambulance 
to simulate a transfer of a critically ill or premature infant. 

The use of a dedicated hangar at Archerfield Airport was able to 
reduce operational impacts on the RFDS’s 24/7 Brisbane Base 
facility. The RFDS’s vital aeromedical services each year transport 
some 11,500 Queensland patients to and from medical facilities.

Airport Upgrades
In November 2014, a major storm caused much damage at 
Archerfield Airport. The repair works and associated upgrades to 
building and infrastructure are now complete at a cost of more 
than $630,000. Works mainly included new hangar doors, roofs, 
structural improvements and upgrades to older hangars 
(remembering that the airport is over 80 years old with buildings 
built under very different standards and building codes).

Archerfield Airport opens its doors
Archerfield Airport welcomed more than 1,100 visitors in 
October for Brisbane Open House, a free event to showcase 
the city’s architecture such as the distinctive airport 
terminal building.

The popular event included bus and self-guided walking tours, entertainment, 
static aircraft displays, joy flights and opportunities to see behind-the-scenes 
at several airport operations. LifeFlight, Archerfield Jet Base, Aviation Projects, 
Fighter Pilot Adventure Flights, Red Spoon Café and historian Peter Dunn 
partnered with AAC to create a great day for so many visitors of all ages. 
Thanks to its wealth of architecturally significant buildings, this was the second 
year Archerfield Airport had opened its doors for Brisbane Open House.

The terminal building was once the passenger lounge for Brisbane’s original 
airport while the igloo-shaped Hangar 5 was departure point for the first 
Qantas passenger-carrying flights from Australia to England. The airport 
has a pioneer cemetery and buildings that served when the airport was a 
key military base during the Pacific Campaign.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS:
Smoking regulations 5m from all 
airport buildings
New smoking regulations are now in force in Queensland. The 
no-smoking area from non-residential building entrances has 
been extended from 4m to 5m. The smoking ban covers all 
airport commercial and government buildings, and includes 
the use of all smoking products including electronic cigarettes.

A trip down  
memory lane 
Brisbane Open House 2016 was a  
trip down memory lane for Het  
Fergus of Moorooka. It was the first 
time in 66 years that Het had visited 
Archerfield Airport, where she  
worked as a telephonist from 1946  
to 1950.

The then Miss Jones took telephone calls and telegrams as part 
of her clerical job. She remembers her boss and his family living in 
quarters across the hallway, an ink fight between two unruly office 
boys, a steady stream of TAA and Ansett Airlines aircraft arriving 
and taking off from the airport, and escorted trips to the airfields 
to pick basketfuls of fresh field mushrooms after the summer 
storms. Het also recalls cashing in wartime ration coupons at the 
airport shop/post office so she could make tea for the office workers.

AAC staff gave Het special access to her former workplace on 
the first floor of the terminal building after hearing of her long-held 
connection. Taking in the airport view from the balcony (now with 
a safety rail!), Het said the landscape had changed drastically over 
the years. In the late 40s, the view was totally rural with not a house 
or factory in sight. Today the airport is at the heart of a busy 
residential and commercial area.

“I would like to thank AAC staff from the bottom of my heart,” 
Het said. “I never thought I would have the chance to come 
back here. It was a very interesting day, and I’m so pleased that 
my daughter Debbie took me to Brisbane Open House at 
Archerfield Airport.”  



If you would like to receive future editions of  
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email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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talktower
As summer approaches, there is an increased 
chance of thunderstorm activity affecting the 
airfield. Pilots should be aware that storm cells 
are often localised and will move through an 
aerodrome quite quickly. 

Pilots should be patient and prepared to delay their 
departure to allow the thunderstorm cell to move away 
from the airport. Alternatively, if inbound, they should 
consider holding or diverting to a different destination.

It is possible that a significant amount of rainfall will fall in a 
short time which may put the grass areas out of service at 
short notice. Use caution if planning to use a grass runway 
outside tower hours until the surface can be inspected.  

Until next time, safe flying.

George Lane
Manager, Archerfield Control Tower 

Hangar 235: Bay A – Available December 1: 15m x 
12.4m x 3.6m (clearance) modern hangar with airside 
access only; for hangarage and own maintenance only.

Hangar 114 – A 30m x 12m x 4.5m hangar with four tilt-up 
hangar doors (approx. 28m wide and approx. 4.5m high), 
galvanised corrugated iron sides and Colorbond front doors.

Hangar 607 – A Colorbond hangar on the Mortimer Rd 
side of the airport with bi-fold hangar doors and airside 
access only. Dimensions: 15.30m x 12.36m.

Corporate hangar/office 411: Bay 3 – Modern offices 
(143 sq.m), carparking and hangar (17.7m wide x 18m 
deep x 5m high) on Wirraway Ave. Lease area dimensions: 
616.9 sq.m.

Building 640 – A tidy metal-clad industrial shed (approx. 
352 sq.m.) with air-conditioned office area (approx. 12 sq.m.) 
and good exposure facing Beatty Rd.  

Building 205 – A fully-fenced secure hardstand and 
air-conditioned office, zoned General Industry with ample 
parking and excellent exposure to Beatty Rd. 

For more details, visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au 
or call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 
07 3275 8000.
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FOR LEASE
The following airport premises are now available for lease.

Safety focus

It was pleasing to see more than 50 airport tenants take part 
in the National FOD (Foreign Object Debris) Walk during 
this year’s Airport Safety Week. Led by Airport Foreman, 
Don Foy, participants walked the entire length of Archerfield 
Airport’s 1,471m long main runway 10R/28L to check for 
foreign objects capable of damaging aircraft.

This was a great effort and one of several activities to 
focus awareness on airport safety. 

AAC thanks all who supported Airport Safety Week, which 
involves airports across Australia and New Zealand. For 
those who gave their time to be part of the National FOD 
Walk, we hope you enjoyed the sausage sizzle afterwards!

Sheryl de Bruyn
Airport Planning and Compliance Manager 

Flying visit by Citation Latitude 
This latest model Cessna, a Citation Latitude, arrived at 
Archerfield Jet Base recently for a special role in the launch of 
the new Lamborghini Huracan Avio Special Edition sportscar. 
The nine-seater aircraft, not seen before at Archerfield Airport, 
is the ultimate luxury in mid-sized business jets. Dimensions... 
length 18.97m, wingspan 22.05m, height 6.38m, cruise speed 
826 km/h and range 5,278km. The jet can reach maximum 
height of 45,000 feet, features state-of-the-art avionics and 
twin turbofan engines, and has a list price of $22 million USD.


