
Securing GA’s future
Archerfield Airport Corporation (AAC) is leading the 
way in securing the future of General Aviation (GA)  
in South East Queensland with a raft of airport 
infrastructure, airspace and operational improvements. 
AAC is also developing active partnerships with 
industry stakeholders to have meaningful discussions 
about GA across a wide spectrum of requirements.

AAC’s proactive role in encouraging GA industry growth began 
nearly two decades ago with the privatisation of Archerfield Airport 
and the continuous development and improvement of infrastructure 
and buildings. This will continue in line with the airport’s Master 
Plan vision, which is to develop the airport into a world-class 
facility that serves as a centre of excellence for aeronautical and 
related activities and the focus of general and corporate aviation 
in the region.

These initiatives are designed to support and revitalise the whole 
GA sector which encompasses recreational, training, education, 
commercial, freight, corporate, emergency and aeromedical, 
warbird and adventure flight, community services and aircraft 
maintenance, sales and service operators. 

A range of current improvements will meet increasing demand 
from higher performance aircraft operators to use Archerfield 
Airport, while improving the airport’s efficiency and reliability for 
all pilots. Improvements include revised conditions under which 
standard instrument departures can be used; a broadcast capability 
on the weather station to transmit weather information to pilots; 
BOM webcam; upgrading the RNAV approaches to Category C 
and reducing airport obstacles.

As the State’s premier centre for flight training, AAC actively supports 
pilot and maintenance training and the growth of education and 
learning in aviation and aerospace. There are nine flight training 
schools now operating at the airport. The modern, on-airport 
Aviation Student Accommodation Complex (ASAC) is fully occupied 
for the first time, and Basair Aviation College is operating at 
maximum capacity. The airport enjoys strong partnerships with 
Griffith University’s School of Aviation, Gateway Schools Project, 
high schools, Aviation/Aerospace Australia and other educators.

New standards

The airport last year welcomed its first full-service Fixed Base 
Operator (FBO) with the opening of Archerfield Jet Base. This 
facility has set new standards in aircraft management and 
hospitality in Australia, and attracted new generation aircraft and 
corporate jet owners to the airport.

LifeFlight, which moved into a purpose-designed helicopter 
maintenance facility at Archerfield Airport in 2015, has plans to 
grow its presence at the airport. In recent years, the airport has 
expanded its role as regional base for aeromedical/emergency 
services and maintenance. QGAir, the Queensland Government 
Air Wing, was established at the airport following construction of 
a new hangar; and opportunities to further develop emergency/
aeromedical facilities are included in the Master Plan to support 
the community safety and health benefits of having LifeFlight, 
QGAir, Polair and other operators in one location. 

Other infrastructure developments include the $3 million 
corporate hangar complex and an aviation parts storage facility 
for Aviall/Boeing; while the terminal building, ASAC and several 
historically-significant hangars, including Hangars 5 and 6, have 
benefitted from major heritage refurbishment works. 

Supporting on-airport renewal

To support the renewal of on-airport facilities and encourage the 
growth of an aviation-related services hub, AAC is developing 
Transition – Archerfield Logistics Estate at the northern end of 
the airport. This 24ha precinct will be ‘home’ for a new business 
community, with aviation and non-aviation compatible operators 
contributing to local economic growth. 

AAC is also working with pilots, airport operators and local 
communities to address noise issues and build better relationships 
to enhance GA’s public image. Through active membership of 
the industry’s peak body, the Australian Airports Association, and 
participation in industry reviews, AAC is committed to addressing 
the many challenges facing GA in the current economic climate.
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Upcoming pavement maintenance works
Pavement works will start soon along a section of Taxiway Alpha 
(Alpha 4 to Alpha 5), Taxiway Bravo (near Hangar 105 – Ian’s Aviation), 
Apron 1 beside Gate 1, and within the airport’s Main Carpark.

Weather permitting, airside works should begin mid-June for completion late July. 
Method of Works Safety Plans detailing dates and closures will be sent beforehand 
to aircraft operators and tenants.

Works on the Main Carpark are expected to follow the airside works, with the 
carpark to be closed for a couple of days only (watch for signs and car windscreen 
notices with details). Reinstatement of line markings will occur later. 

PLEASE ensure you do not park in the Main Carpark. AAC apologises for any 
inconvenience and thanks airport users for their cooperation. Alternative parking is 
available on Qantas Avenue and in designated parking bays. To arrange long-term 
parking, contact AAC on (07) 3275 8000. 

*Reminder: Unless otherwise signed, all parking on the landside of the airport is for 
12 hours only, and vehicles may be towed. 

There is no doubt that General Aviation 
(GA) has undergone major changes in  
the past three decades or so, and the 
challenges facing the industry are many 
and varied. A key change is the way 
airports are managed. They are no longer 
taxpayer-funded – and since airports were 
privatised, the emphasis is on ‘user pays’ 
to put back more into airport facilities.

The commercial reality is that running an 
airport is costly; and while AAC strives to 
keep costs down and streamline processes, 
some operators feel overwhelmed. Our 
airport minimum landing fee rose last year 
from $8 to $10.50 – the first time it had 
risen since 2010. Some might argue that 
our comparable fees are too high, however 
we must balance costs and revenue to 
revitalise aviation at Archerfield Airport.

Our airport relies on a successful GA 
industry, and AAC is working to support  
all industry stakeholders. This newsletter 
outlines some of our many initiatives to help 
grow GA, and we welcome nationwide 
discussions to find solutions to industry 
issues. Recently I met with AOPA President, 
Marc Stoop, and Executive Ben Morgan to 
see how we can work together. I also 
participated in an industry review by the 
Bureau of Infrastructure and Regional 
Economics – and I look forward to reading 
the report, due out soon. 

In particular, I welcome the GA advisory 
group set up by the Minister for Infrastructure 
and Regional Development to cooperatively 
develop a safe, sustainable GA industry. 
Through this group, I share the hope that 
all stakeholders will have a greater say in 
the future direction, and success, of GA in 
Australia. While I understand the cost of 
aviation as a pilot and aircraft owner 
myself, I also am well versed in the cost of 
business in the pursuit of a vision.  

Slipping the surly bonds, safe landings,

Heather Mattes 
General Manager

A message from the 

GENERAL MANAGER

FOGA Remembrance Day
Friends of God’s Acre (FOGA) will hold their 
annual Remembrance Day at God’s Acre 
pioneer cemetery at Archerfield Airport on 
Sunday, June 25 (from 10.30am). Everyone is 
welcome to attend the event which includes 
presentations about early Brisbane history, 
morning tea and a sausage sizzle.

ENVIRONMENT 
NEWS:
Protecting the environment is 
everyone’s responsibility. 
Remember to prevent soil and 
water pollution by storing 
hazardous materials properly 
using, for example, bunding or 
a flammable goods cabinet.

Archerfield at Avalon
Archerfield Airport was among 13 industry partners to participate 
in the Defence Industries Queensland (DIQld) exhibit at the 2017 
Avalon International Airshow.

The event is the largest aerospace and air defence industry expo in the southern 
hemisphere and a unique opportunity to promote broader aviation capabilities and 
facilities such as Archerfield Airport. Airport General Manager, Heather Mattes, 
represented the airport and is pictured at the Archerfield display with husband and 
General Manager, QGAir, Bill Mattes (left) and volunteer Errol Driver.
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ANZAC Day initiative – Flying Neighbourly
With the greatest respect for ANZAC Day, Archerfield Airport 
Corporation has introduced restrictions to flight training 
circuit activity for future ANZAC Days. 

AAC has restricted circuit activity from 12.01am to 9am to cater for 
dawn services, however following community feedback, this period will 
be extended to 1pm to minimise disruption to local mid/late morning 
commemorative services. Normal aircraft landings and departures will  
be permitted.

Weather images for all
Pilots and the broader general aviation sector will soon 
have free access to images from a weather camera 
installed at Archerfield Airport earlier this year. Up until 
now, images have been available only to aviation 
forecasters, Airservices Australia and airlines through 
a registered user webpage. AAC has authorised 
release of the imagery to a wider audience following 
an approach by Airservices Australia, supported by 
the Bureau of Meteorology.

Archerfield Jet Base has doubled as a production set for a short film 
called Genesis: Kindness begins at home. The recently-completed 
bilingual film is by University of Queensland BA & BCom student, 
Doy Cherian, and aims to open the minds of both Australian and 
Indian audiences about food wastage. Doy plans to enter his 
production into several international film festivals before the public 
release later this year.

Oxley Creek Revitalisation
Contributing to a vision
AAC plans to contribute to developing a 20 year vision 
for Oxley Creek.

The 15km creek catchment runs from the Brisbane River to 
Larapinta, with the airport located in the middle catchment area. 
Under a $100 million plan by Brisbane’s Lord Mayor, the 
catchment’s ecological value will be enhanced and several leisure, 
sport and recreational facilities will be created for community use.

AAC is a key stakeholder currently being consulted by the Oxley 
Creek Revitalisation Taskforce over long-term planning and design.

Phenom visits
The recent Australian demonstration tour of the Phenom 
300 light jet (pictured) included the aircraft’s first stop-over 
at Archerfield Airport. The visit was organised by Embraer 
Executive Jets and involved private tours of the luxury 
aircraft to prospective buyers. YOURJET Australia, which 
attended the visit, has selected the Phenom 300 for its 
fleet, offering fractional shares in a fully managed jet 
ownership program.

In transition 
Works are almost complete along Boundary Road and the new entrance 
to Archerfield Airport’s Transition – Archerfield Logistics Estate.

So far, works include a new intersection, turning lanes, medians, landscaping, signage, 
line marking, relocation of the existing gas main, relocation of overhead power lines 
underground, and installation of new street lighting along Boundary Road. AAC will 
undertake further works to assist traffic flow along Boundary Road, including the installation 
of traffic signals, when the estate is fully operational. 

The works pave the way for the development of a 24ha estate for aviation and non-aviation 
compatible businesses which will underwrite renewal and development of on-airport 
aviation facilities.

AAC thanks Pensar Civil and Duggan & Hede for their assistance with construction 
works, and also the community and Boundary Road users for their patience during  
this transformation.

Jet Base film set



If you would like to receive future editions of  
this newsletter electronically, please send an  
email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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Aeroport 223   
Steel framed and sheeted, open-ended aeroport on a 
concrete slab with airside access only. Dimensions: 14m x 
12m x 3.3m. Area: 173 sq.m.

Hangar 114   
A galvanised corrugated iron hangar with Colorbond front 
doors, a small personnel door facing landside and four 
tilt-up hangar doors (approx. 28m width x 4.5m height). 
Dimensions: 30m x 12m x 4.5m. Area: 372 sq.m.

Hangar 607   
A Colorbond hangar with concrete floor (15.30m x 12.36m) 
and bi-fold doors including small personnel door facing 
airside. Area: 202 sq.m. Airside access only and no 
permanent parking on apron.

Building 660   
A tidy freestanding industrial shed (12m x 15m x 4.6m) with 
small office, amenities and yard, situated off Mortimer Rd 
with access to Beaudesert, Ipswich and Grandard Rds. Site 
area: 1,000 sq.m.

Building 653   
A tidy freestanding metal shed (zoned General Industry) with 
office, amenities and fenced yard, located in Lores Bonney 
Dve with close access to main arterial roads. Building: 
approx. 400 sq.m. on approx. 1,800 sq.m. site. 

For more details, visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au 
or call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 
07 3275 8000.

FOR LEASE
The following is a selection of airport  

premises now available for lease...

Safety focus

Fire extinguisher and evacuation training
In a training session last month, staff and tenants in the 
terminal building practised their skills using fire 
extinguishers and evacuating the building. The drill was 
successful, with everyone evacuating and gathering at the 
emergency assembly point on the grass.  

Keep safety in mind. It will save your behind. 

Sheryl de Bruyn
Airport Planning and Compliance Manager 

PROFILE: Aviation spotter/
photographer, Wayne Bass 
Wayne Bass and his camera have been ‘regulars’ at 
Archerfield Airport for almost a decade. Wayne is a 
keen aviation spotter/photographer who has turned 
a childhood interest into a hobby that has taken him 
to airports across the world.

As a diesel mechanic working at Archerfield, Wayne takes every 
opportunity to capture local images of aircraft displaying their 
registration numbers. His vantage point of choice is on a step 
ladder outside the airport fence fronting Beattie Road where his 
zoom lens captures a variety of aircraft parked, taxiing, landing, 
taking off or in the air. 

“I’ve been interested in aircraft since I was three,” Wayne explains. 
“My father worked for the British Government in Borneo, so my 
family did a fair bit of air travel while I was growing up. I like anything 
that flies, including balloons – and since digital photography 
became popular, it’s been much easier and more affordable to 
photograph aircraft.”

Wayne has several hard drives full of aviation images, and he 
always finds time to visit an airport when he travels interstate or 
overseas. His retirement plans also have an aviation theme… in a 
few years’ time, he hopes to hitch a caravan to his car and visit 
every airfield in Australia.

“I like to keep in the background and do the right thing when it 
comes to airport security and safety, but naturally some people 
are suspicious of a person taking photos at an airport,” Wayne 
said. “I also respect privacy within hangars; but it’s surprising how 
many people are quite happy to let me take photos of their aircraft.”

Wayne does not sell or exhibit his images, however he enjoys 
knowing that copies he sends to cooperative aircraft owners are 
in private photo collections all over the world.

“It’s a great hobby – and there’s always something interesting 
happening at Archerfield Airport, especially with more jets coming 
here and the flight training schools using smaller aircraft that you 
don’t normally see.”

SPOTTED AT ARCHERFIELD
Archerfield Airport has international appeal when it comes to 
plane spotting! A group of almost 30 very enthusiast plane 
spotters from Britain visited the airport recently to enjoy a 
guided tour of facilities and the tower. They also made the 
most of the opportunity to photograph the many different 
types of aircraft that use the airport.


