
Adjacent taxiways have been upgraded with the reconstruction 
of the Bravo curve and the construction of a new Taxiway B8. 
The extension of the runway will allow aircraft to enter and exit 
via Taxiway B6, utilising the runway’s full length.

Stage 2 will include the widening of Taxiway Bravo to Code B 
width and the installation of new LED lighting. That work will 
commence soon.

The new runway is part of AAC’s $17.8 million Project AIM 
(Airside Infrastructure Modernisation) that was kick-started with 
a $13.8 million interest-free loan from the Queensland Government. 
The funding accelerates 20 years of planned development to 20 
months. Construction of the new runway commenced in January.

The inaugural flight by a World War II Spitfire, a single-seater 
fighter plane that remains a potent symbol of victory in the 
Battle of Britain in 1940, was a nod to Archerfield’s past as a 
crucial military air base in the Pacific air campaign.

Brisbane’s Metropolitan Airport
Archerfield

The latest in runway technology was launched with a blast from 
the past when a World War II Spitfire became the first aircraft to 
take off and land on Archerfield Airport’s new Runway 10L/28R 
on 4 June.

The new runway has been extended 160 metres and strengthened 
so it can service larger, more modern, high performance aircraft, 
increasing the runway’s current usability and ensuring it can 
cater to the needs of future users and aircraft.

Runway End Safety Areas have been constructed at both ends 
of the extended runway. The installation of Precision Approach 
Path Indicators (PAPIs) and Runway Threshold Identification 
Lights (RTILs) at each end, and the replacement of Airfield Ground 
Lighting with more efficient and environmentally sensitive LED 
lighting, make the runway safer for 24/7 operation, particularly  
in periods of reduced visibility. The PAPIs and RTILs are also 
valuable training tools, enhancing the experience of student pilots.

ISSUE 29  | JUNE 2021

Past Meets Future on New Runway

The past touches down on the future as a World War II Spitfire lands on 
Archerfield’s new 10L/28R.

Ready for action! The Archerfield community gathers 
to inaugurate the new runway.



A message from the 
GENERAL MANAGER

Fly Free in July 2021!
Stage 1 of Project AIM has been successfully 
completed with the return of the airport’s rebuilt 
main runway 10L/28R to active service, along with 
a new airfield lighting system.

We thank you all for your patience with the disruption 
to normal operations that this has caused, and 
recognise that there will also be potential further 
disruption as we move into Stage 2 (the rebuild of 
Taxiway Bravo) and Stage 3 (the rebuild of the 
Eastern Apron).

The Board of Archerfield Airport Corporation wishes 
to acknowledge this and, as a token of our 
appreciation, we would like to give our customers a 
Fly Free July.

This means we will not charge any aircraft landing 
fees for July 2021.*

We will be contacting all our aeronautical customers 
shortly with full details of this special offer.

With regards,

Rod Parry 
General Manager

A Fine Day for a FOD Walk
Brisbane turned on a spectacular winter’s day for the first FOD walk 
on Archerfield’s new high-tech Runway 10L/28R on 4 June.

About 100 members of the Archerfield community, including children 
and some furry friends, gathered bright and early to inspect the 
runway for foreign object debris.

An eagle-eyed Gabriel Leach, 6, was walking with his Dad, Shaun, 
Head Chef at the Little Ship Café on Lores Bonney Drive, when he 
spotted the marked coin planted by AAC’s Operations Manager 
Don Foy and won a hamper of gourmet goodies including a bottle 
of Moët and Chandon champagne.  His delighted family persuaded 
Gabriel to hand over the hamper with a bag of Freddo Frogs. 

*Subject to simple conditions.

Eyes down at the FOD walk.

FOD fun for all the family.

AAC Operations Manager Don Foy congratulates Gabriel Leach on 
his observational skills.

Capturing the moment a WWII Spitfire became 
the first arrival on Archerfield’s new runway.



Tisdall Aviation Group Sees Blue Skies Ahead

When Covid-19 struck, it would have been easy to 
succumb to the doom and gloom engulfing the aviation 
industry, but not for Lucas Tisdall, Group Chief Executive  
of the Tisdall Aviation Group (TAG) (pictured). Along with 
co-director Bob Tisdall and his team, he spent the pandemic 
downtime positioning his companies for the rebound by 
investing in purpose-built facilities at Archerfield, acquiring 
the Australian Wings Academy and Pulse Aero, buying two 
new AL250 simulators, and reaching a training agreement 
with an Asian university. 

TAG is a diversified business offering flight and engineer 
training, charters and FIFO services, fixed base operations, 
and maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) services at 
Archerfield, the Gold Coast and Adelaide.  

“We started this business at the height of the global 
financial crisis,” Lucas said. “Why not reinvigorate and 
reinvest in the middle of a pandemic?

“We’ve got to put the infrastructure in place so our clients 
have a base to leverage from when they’re feeling comfortable 
to make career choices or invest in an aircraft. If we don’t 
do it now and we have the rebound we expect, we’ll have 
done nothing to contribute to the advancement of GA and 
we’ll be waiting for another golden opportunity in five or ten 
years.”

TAG has six businesses spread over nine facilities at 
Archerfield, including the Flight One Group that is developing 
Hangar 4 to consolidate head office and corporate functions 
and provide a new experience for clients seeking on-demand 
charters. The development will also provide state-of-the-art 
facilities for Flight Maintenance Australia, TAG’s piston-
focused MRO business. 

very cooperative and I can see that, 
along with the major investment in 
new runways etc., their approach in 
attracting business to the field is 
building momentum.”

Archerfield’s new runway will help 
Flight One use its charter aircraft 
more effectively and offers students 
better safety and enhanced 
operating appeal.

We’ve got to put the infrastructure in  
place so our clients have a base to leverage 
from when they’re feeling comfortable to 

make career choices or invest in an aircraft.  
If we don’t do it now and we have the 

rebound we expect, we’ll have done nothing 
to contribute to the advancement of GA  
and we’ll be waiting for another golden 

opportunity in five or ten years.

Hangar 3 will house Flight One Academy’s School of 
Engineering and provide international-standard classroom 
space for Flight One and the Australian Wings Academy, as 
well as safe hangarage for Flight One and selected clients.

“We’ve brought capability to Archerfield in the last six months 
with a credible turbine servicing solution through our new 
Pulse Aero arm,” Lucas said.

“We’ve had a net uplift in staff, employing 13 people in the 
last six months. Not only does that provide household 
income for those team members, it encourages operators 
from Darwin and Cairns to think about Archerfield as an 
operating support base.

“Our work with Archerfield Airport Corporation has been 

I commend everyone in the Archerfield GA 
community for sticking out a very hard 12 

months. It really highlighted to me the value 
of good supply chain relationships, trust and 

communication. If we can learn these 
lessons now, we will be well placed to make 
sure opportunities don’t slip out of our local 

pool to other environments.

“What will be of further benefit is when the associated 
taxiways are enhanced so they can take larger aircraft that 
are part of our target market for Pulse Aero’s specialised 
capability here at Archerfield,” Lucas said. “The next phase, 
particularly the redevelopment of the Eastern Apron precinct, 
will help attract business here that would otherwise be lost 
to Brisbane.”

Lucas sees operators offering Melbourne, Sydney and Cairns 
services being lured by Archerfield’s lower operating costs. 

“Because there is now a maintenance and handling facility 
here at Archerfield, it’s a case of ‘build it and they will come’,” 
he said. “People doing fleet upgrades, perhaps moving 
from turbo prop to jet, will find a safer and more welcoming 
pair of hands to receive them, with better approach options 
and lighting. This means that, operationally, they are able to 
use their aircraft in a broader range of contexts to meet 
their customers’ needs.”

Lucas has worked with the Department of Infrastructure to 
start developing policy to stimulate GA activity. He has also 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with a South 
Korean university to develop an engineer training program 
to suit the needs of contemporary industry.

While the last year has been challenging, he said it had 
reinforced business fundamentals and catalysed opportunities 
and now is a good time to invest: “There’s been little direct 
investment in new aircraft for quite some time but while the 
dollar’s holding OK and interest rates are low, why not get 
out there?

“I commend everyone in the Archerfield GA community for 
sticking out a very hard 12 months. It really highlighted to 
me the value of good supply chain relationships, trust and 
communication. If we can learn these lessons now, we will 
be well placed to make sure opportunities don’t slip out of 
our local pool to other environments.

“Our whole mantra is: grow the pie, don’t cut it smaller.”
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Archerfield

Hangar 650: Measuring 18m x 17m x 4.6m, steel aircraft 
hangar on 322m2 site with shower, toilet and hand-basin. 
Airside access and landside access on Bonanza Avenue, 
off Lores Bonney Drive.

Aeroport 213 (Bays C and D): Each bay site is 152.5m2 
and measures 12m x 12m x 4m. Both bays are steel-
framed and sheeting, opened-ended aeroports on 
concrete slabs.

For more information about these and other available sites, call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier 
on 07 3275 8000 or visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au.

Hangar 229B (Middle Bay): Approximately 160m2 site 
with 3.2m hangar door clearance. Steel-framed hangar in 
excellent condition. Airside access only, off Qantas Avenue.

Hard Stand Sites – Ashover Road side of Airport: 
New compacted road base hard stand sites (heavy duty 
and asphalt) from 2,000m2 to 20,000m2. All fully fenced, 
secured and serviced (power, water and sewerage). 
B-double access and 24/7 operation.

FOR LEASE
The following is a selection of airport premises now available for lease.

ENVIRONMENT 
NEWS
Help Fight Fire Ants
Fire ants account for more than 80 per cent of 
incident reports and a significant number of their 
nests have been recorded on AAC’s Environment 
and Incidents Observations Register. Fire ants 
are aggressive and can inflict painful bites with 
burning and itching lasting up to an hour. Being 
highly adaptive, they can survive in many 
conditions and spread quickly, posing a threat 
to everyone who works at or uses Archerfield 
Airport. Fire ants are small (two to six millimetres), 
copper-coloured ants usually found in open areas 
such as lawns and pastures, along roadsides, 
on unused land, under timber, rocks, pavers 
and bricks, and in pot plants. Their nests look 
like mounds of loose dirt up to 40 centimetres 
high with no obvious entry or exit holes. Please 
look out for but do not touch any suspicious-
looking nests and report them immediately to 
AAC and Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.

Calling History Buffs!
Archerfield’s rich history will be collected and curated in an interpretative 
History Room in the airport’s Art Deco-style Terminal Building.

The History Room will preserve and display items from the airport’s 
beginnings as pioneering farmland; its pivotal early role as Brisbane’s 
primary airport where the first scheduled passenger flight to England 
took off in 1938; hosting the Royal Australia Air Force, the United 
States Army Air Services, the Royal Netherlands Air Force and the 
Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm in World War II; and its renaissance as 
Queensland’s major general aviation airport.

You can help keep Archerfield’s history alive by donating historical items 
to be displayed in the History Room, such as photographs, memorabilia, 
maps, logbooks, diaries and correspondence, uniforms, tools, badges, 
plaques … anything that tells Archerfield’s story.  

As Project AIM positions the airport for sustainable growth, the History 
Room will honour Archerfield’s place in the development of Australian 
aviation with a comprehensive historical collection that future generations 
of aviators and history buffs will enjoy.  

If you can contribute, please call AAC on (07) 3275 8000 or email 
aac@archerfieldairport.com.au.

Help preserve Archerfield’s history.


