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Archerfield Airport has secured its place at the forefront of 
advanced air mobility (AAM) development, joining the 
Greenbird industry collaboration platform to help develop 
the technology for southeast Queensland.

AAM embraces a range of new technologies that deliver 
fast, safe, clean and quiet aviation services, including piloted, 
eVTOL (electric vertical take-off and landing) air taxis. 

AAC General Manager Rod Parry said the airport was well 
placed to foster the growth of AAM and deliver benefits 
across the region.

“Located only 11km from Brisbane’s CBD between three 
proposed Olympic and Paralympic zones, with plenty of 
space, wide-ranging industry expertise and an established 
aviation support community, Archerfield is perfectly 
positioned to help realise the potential of AAM in time for 
Brisbane’s 2032 Olympic Games,” he said.

Word is spreading about exciting global developments in 
AAM. In a recent interview with ABC Radio Brisbane, Mr 
Parry said 400 AAM models were in the design/concept 
stage around the world and, once they had passed a 
rigorous safety and regulatory process, air taxis would 
become part of the urban transport mix.

“CASA and Airservices Australia are very much involved in 
this process,” he told ABC Radio listeners.

“The industry is estimating there will be early 
commercialisation in Australia by the end of this decade, 
certainly in time to have the infrastructure in place to 
support the Brisbane Olympics.”

Mr Parry said air taxis would operate from vertiports around 
the city under full air traffic control. Archerfield Airport would 
act like a traditional taxi depot, providing maintenance, 
cleaning, recharging and crewing services.

Archerfield has joined Griffith University, Skyports, Nautilus 
Aviation, Aviator Group and Aviation Projects in the 
collaboration with Greenbird to support the development 
of AAM in Australia.

“We believe in the continued investment of research, 
safety and connectivity for our customers,” Mr Parry said. 

“Archerfield has played an important role in the development 
of Australian aviation since the 1930s. Our collaboration 
with Greenbird reflects our commitment to new and 
emerging technology and a more efficient future for air 
transportation.”

eVTOL air taxis could be 
flying over Brisbane in 
time for the Olympics.

The Future is Coming ... in an Air Taxi!



New Home for Archerfield’s Story
Archerfield’s rich past has a permanent home in the airport’s Art 
Deco-style Terminal Building with the official opening of the 
History Room in April.

Adjacent to the 1940s Passenger Lounge, Archerfield’s History 
Room chronicles the airport’s story, beginning with the Yuggera 
First Nations Peoples, the Grenier family and other early pioneers, 
its critical role in Australian aviation and World War II, and its 
current role as Queensland’s second busiest airport.

Conceived by a committee of airport historians and Archerfield 
Airport Corporation Director Lachlan Bird, the History Room 
chronicles the airport’s development with a series of stunning 
murals and a growing collection of artefacts and memorabilia.

“The murals give visitors and passengers passing through the 
Terminal Building a greater appreciation of Archerfield Airport’s 
role in Queensland aviation and development,” Mr Bird said.

That role included hosting the Netherlands-East-Indies Air Force, 
the Netherlands Naval Aviation Service and Dutch civilian aircraft 
after the Japanese invasion of the Netherlands East Indies (now 
Indonesia) in 1942. As historian Paul Budde explained to guests 
at the opening ceremony, more than 20,000 Dutch people were 
evacuated to Australia and the Netherlands East Indies established 
its government-in-exile in Brisbane.

Archerfield Airport was officially opened on 1 April 1931 and was 
Brisbane’s premier airport, servicing Qantas, Trans Australia 
Airlines (TAA) and Ansett/ANA, until 1949. 

Mr Bird said he hoped the opening of the History Room would 
prompt past and present Archerfield tenants and businesses to 
search their storerooms and archives for airport memorabilia.

“Research for the History Room uncovered a detailed drawing of 
the airport that provides a fascinating insight into life and work 
at Archerfield during World War II when it was a bustling, 
self-contained community hosting Australian, American, British 
and Dutch forces,” he said.

“The History Room provides a secure place for artefacts and 
memorabilia to be displayed and enjoyed by future generations, 
preserving Archerfield’s precious and fascinating past.”

Tom’s Flight Plan
Tom Murnane decided on a career with big jets 
when a Boeing 777 took him to Los Angeles 
at age 12. 

“When the plane came in for landing, I looked 
out the window and over the Los Angeles 
skyline and I realised that this was what I 
wanted to do with my life - become an airline 
pilot,” he said.

The H C Brinsmead Scholarship is helping make 
Tom’s dream come true. Sponsored by 

Archerfield Airport Corporation, the Scholarship 
is awarded to outstanding Griffith University 
undergraduates who reflect the values of 
aviation pioneer and safety advocate Horace 
Brinsmead.

Tom commenced his flight training last year 
and is working towards his Recreational Pilot’s 
Certificate. He looks forward to charter work 
and scenic flights, building up his hours before 
moving to commercial airlines. Ultimately, Tom 
hopes to be in the cockpit of an Airbus A380, 
flying to long-haul destinations around the 
world.

A message from the 
GENERAL MANAGER

I would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank our AAC Ground 
Operations Team for their efforts in keeping 
our airport infrastructure operational and in 
use during recent weather events. Thanks guys, 
you’ve done an outstanding job in really poor 
conditions.

Also, a big shout out to our colleagues from 
Airservices who have done an excellent job in 
maximising the safe use of this busy airspace in 
trying weather conditions.

Stage 3 of Project AIM, the redevelopment and 
upgrading of the Eastern Apron, is now well 
underway but the work has obviously been 
delayed by the weather over many weeks. We 
are working with the contractor on ways to claw 
back lost time and we will keep all our 
stakeholders informed.

It’s fascinating to read in parts of this newsletter 
of our history and to compare it to our vision of 
the future as an enabler for emerging aviation 
technology.

The reality is that, back in the day, Archerfield was 
at the cutting edge of what was then absolutely 
new aviation technology and we are now 
working on reinventing ourselves to again be 
at the forefront of aviation technology in the 
21st century.

As always, thanks for your support.

Warm regards,

Rod Parry
General Manager

Eyes on the future: Tom 
Murnane at Brisbane’s 
Aviation Expo in 2019.

You can help keep Archerfield’s history alive by  
donating historical items such as photographs, 

memorabilia, maps, logbooks, diaries and 
correspondence, uniforms, tools, badges,  
plaques – anything that tells Archerfield’s  

story – to the History Room. 

Call AAC on (07) 3275 8000 or  
email aac@archerfieldairport.com.au  

for more information.



RapAir Celebrates 30 Years

A take-it-or-leave-it proposition established RapAir 
Maintenance at Archerfield 30 years ago and the company 
hasn’t looked back since.

Ron Rappensberg was Pacific Aviation’s Chief Engineer 
when the company decided to close its general aviation 
maintenance and service division Australia-wide in 1992. As 
his son Neil explains, Ron came into work one day to find 
the workshop locked but Pacific Aviation gave Ron and his 
wife Carol the option of taking on the company’s existing 
customers.

“Mum and Dad literally had to make the decision that 
morning,” Neil says. “They weren’t afraid of working for 
themselves. Dad was a mechanic by trade. In the aviation 
boom in the 1970s, the government realised there was a 
shortage of aircraft engineers so they offered really good 
recognition of prior learning. That’s how Dad started in 
aviation.”

The Rappensbergs’ leap of faith soon proved successful. 
RapAir quickly expanded, extending the premises and 
buying another company, Avinel, in the early 1990s. As well 
as retaining most of Pacific Aviation’s customers, RapAir 
attracted new ones who have stuck with the company. 

The Rappensbergs’ children, Neil, Michelle and Cherie, 
purchased the company in 2013, with Ron and Carol 
retiring in 2016. Having all worked in the business since 
they left school made the transition seamless for their 
clients.

Of all the changes over 30 years, one of the most challenging 
for the second generation Rappensbergs is the regulatory 
environment. 

“At the moment, RapAir and any other air maintenance 
organisation at this airport has a CAR 30 maintenance 
approval,” Neil explains. “The higher tier, which is more 
designed for airlines, is a Part 145 maintenance approval. 
CASA is moving to cancel CAR 30 and transitioning 
everyone to Part 145.”

The transition involves systems upgrades and documentation 
and follows the American model with cost-to-industry 
implications. It’s a big change for businesses holding CAR 
30s and has insurance and liability implications.

RapAir wasn’t greatly affected by the Covid pandemic as 
aircraft owners discovered it was quicker and often cheaper 
to use their planes when commercial services were grounded. 
But supply chain disruptions had an impact as the cost of 
parts and freight soared and lead times stretched.

“Because manufacturing was so affected in America with 
staffing issues in factories, we’ve had trouble getting parts,” 
Michelle says. “In some circumstances, the parts just aren’t 
being produced.”

Near-empty passenger services were filled with freight 
during the pandemic to keep things moving so the 
resumption of international travel meant another disruption 
but the situation is improving.

Looking ahead, Neil sees fuel as a looming issue.

Second generation 
Rappensbergs (from 
left), Neil, Michelle and 
Cherie, are taking 
RapAir into the future.

Archerfield has a real community ...  
A lot of people have been here for  

a long time. We watch out for each  
other. We’re friends. It’s not just all  

business and I love that.

“We’re the only industry in the world that still burns leaded 
fuel,” he says. “No-one has come up with an alternative yet, 
an unleaded engine or a diesel retrofit. The industry will 
have to be careful with fuel planning. Avgas is starting to 
get hard to get in some places. The engine manufacturers 
will be the ones to find a solution.”

Neil has watched the price of aircraft rise sharply as pilots 
who began flying in the 1970s and 1980s sell their planes 
and pandemic travel restrictions left buyers with extra 
money in their pockets. 

“In the last three years, planes have gained up to 30 per cent 
in value,” he says. “It was a buyer’s market for about 10 years, 
but the last two-and-a-half years have been a seller’s 
market. The prices are unbelievable.”

There are always people who need to own a plane and they 
form a core part of RapAir’s business.

“Some of our customers are cattle guys with properties in 
the middle of Queensland and New South Wales,” Neil says. 
“It’s a five-hour flight in their planes or an 18-hour drive. GA 
works well due to the remoteness. RapAir is fortunate to have 
a wide variety of customers from all aspects of general 
aviation.”

The Rappensbergs have seen a lot of change at Archerfield 
over 30 years and Neil believes the airport is well placed to 
benefit from congestion at Coolangatta and Brisbane 
Airports that is squeezing out general aviation.

“Archerfield is the perfect place for GA to come where it’s 
still reasonable and it’s so close to the city,” he says.

But that’s not the airport’s only attraction.

“Archerfield has a real community,” Cherie adds. “A lot of 
people have been here for a long time. We watch out for each 
other. We’re friends. It’s not just all business and I love that.”



Final Approach for Project AIM
The transformation of Archerfield’s airside infrastructure  
is nearing completion with Stage 3 of Project AIM, the last 
of three stages, getting underway in April. Stage 3 will be 
constructed over five phases of one to six weeks’ duration 
each.

After heavy rain delayed the start of the works, the all-clear 
was finally received and work started on extending and 
reconstructing the Eastern Apron. AAC ground staff 
completed minor works to prepare for the Eastern Apron’s 
closure and the contractor, McIlwaine, began work in May. 
All aircraft were relocated to the grass apron or hangars. 

Other Stage 3 works include the partial reconstruction of 
Taxiway Hotel; drainage works; installing tie-down cables; 

line-marking; and lighting and electrical upgrades, including 
the airport’s first apron floodlight towers. The upgraded 
Eastern Apron will provide parking for Code A, B and C 
aircraft, including tie-downs for Code A aircraft.

Phases 1 and 2 of Project AIM Stage 3 are due for completion 
in August, with all works on the Eastern Apron expected to 
be finished in October.

Project AIM (Airside Infrastructure Modernisation) delivers 
the biggest improvements at Archerfield in more than 50 
years - including a longer, stronger main runway 10L/28R, a 
widened and strengthened Taxiway Bravo, and a new 
lighting system – and readies the airport for the needs of 
modern aircraft like the Challenger 604.

If you would like to receive future editions of  
this newsletter electronically, please send an  
email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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Building 111: On an excellent location with great 
exposure to Beatty Road, this concrete tilt panel 
facility offers air-conditioned offices with amenities 
and a warehouse with high bay lighting and a 83m2 
mezzanine. The site area is 1,400m2 with a building 
area of approximately 1,040m2 (GFA). Aviation tenant 
preferred.

Rooms 28C, Terminal Building: Located on the 
ground floor adjoining the passenger lounge, these 
two air-conditioned offices comprise 40m2 and 
include a kitchenette.

Hangar 604: With Colorbond construction and a 
concrete floor, this powered hangar measures 15.3m x 
12.36m with a door height of 4m and width of 14.49m. 
It has bi-fold doors sliding from the centre and offers 
325m2 of space and airside access at the southern 
end of the airport.

Building 206: With a site area of approximately 107m2, 
this building on Qantas Avenue has two air-conditioned 
offices, with kitchenette and shower and toilet facilities. 
It has landside and airside access.

Hangar 629: This large steel hangar has front entry/
exit to taxiway (no side access) and a door height of 
approximately 4.3m. The site area is approximately 
772m2 with a building area of about 575m2. Amenities 
include toilet, water and three-phase power.

Corporate Hangar 411/2: With a total lease area of 
758m2 and office space of 143m2 with modern fit-out, 
this hangar measures 23.7m wide x 18.2 m deep 
(internal clearances) x 5m high. The entrance is 22m 
wide x 5m high.

Call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier 
on 07 3275 8000 or visit www.archerfieldairport.
com.au

FOR LEASE Helping Everyone Belong
Archerfield Airport Corporation is proud to support 
belong, a vibrant community organisation based in Acacia 
Ridge that provides a range of critical services for people in 
need, including a Food Co-Op. The Co-Op provides access 
to cheap, high quality groceries and personal care items for a 
tiny annual subscription. With economic pressures putting 
the squeeze on many families, belong’s Food Co-Op helps 
about 7,000 people annually. belong’s emergency relief 
programs also help families in acute financial distress due to 
unforeseen circumstances. English language and 
citizenship classes help migrants feel at home in their new 
community and connect with others. If you can help belong 
by becoming a volunteer or donating, visit www.belong.
org.au or call (07) 3277 4893.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS
IT’S RAINING FIRE ANTS!
Recent prolonged wet weather seems to have suited fire 
ants as more nests have been discovered on and around 
Archerfield Airport. These highly adaptive pests can raft 
over waterways and on rain runoff, fly up to five kilometres 
and even travel underground. They also hitchhike on soil, 
turf, plants, organic material and machinery. Although 
small (two to six millimetres), fire ants can inflict a nasty 
bite with burning and itching lasting an hour. These 
copper-coloured ants are often found in lawns and pastures, 
along roadsides, on unused land, under timber, rocks, 
pavers and bricks, and in pot plants. Their nests resemble 
mounds of loose dirt and can be up to 40 centimetres high.

The National Fire Ant Eradication Program has a new 
website: www.fireants.org.au.  If you spot a suspicious-
looking nest, please don’t touch it but notify Biosecurity 
Queensland immediately on 13 25 23.


