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Queenslander of the Year Award for GM
The General Manager of Archerfield Airport, Heather Mattes, has been awarded a Queenslander 
of the Year Award in recognition of her work with the community.

Mrs Mattes (left) was among 17 people to receive awards as 
part of local Queensland Day 2019 celebrations. They were 
presented by Leeanne Enoch, the State Member for Algester 
and the Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier 
Reef, the Minister for Science and the Minister for the Arts.

For Mrs Mattes, the award caps off almost five years as General 
Manager of Archerfield Airport. She steps down from the position 
at the end of this month.

The award recognises Mrs Mattes’ behind-the-scenes work to 
strengthen the airport’s links with the local community, particularly 
her role in last year’s major fundraiser which raised $32,000 to 
assist local food co-operative, belong.

Mrs Mattes will continue to be involved with the airport as External 
Relations Consultant in addition to providing management and 
aviation-related consultancy services to government and the 
private sector. She has significant Australia-wide experience in 
aviation and airport management, property, construction and 
development, asset management and operations. 

Under Mrs Mattes’ management, 
Archerfield Airport has undergone 
extensive modernisation and a period of 
unprecedented development to ensure 
its sustainability and ability to support 
Brisbane Airport well into the future. 

Mrs Mattes brought to the role a 
wealth of executive managerial 
expertise gained through various 
positions in both government and 
non-government organisations, 
including Brisbane Airport Corporation, 
Ansett Air New Zealand, Sydney Ports Corporation, the 
Victorian Government and BHP Billiton.

Mrs Mattes is also a pilot and former National President of the 
Australian Women Pilots’ Association, and was involved in the 
development of improved aviation safety systems with the now 
Flight Safety Foundation.

Commemorative landing  
for historic Gipsy Moth
The English grandson of Australian aviator, Captain Charles Kennedy 
Scott, was a special passenger aboard this fully restored Gipsy Moth 
when it touched down at Archerfield Airport in April. The occasion was 
to commemorate 88 years since Captain Scott flew the aircraft from 
London to Darwin to set a world flight record, then flew to Brisbane to 
be the first aircraft to touch down at the city’s brand new city airport.

Today, VH-UQH is co-owned by Ed Field and Peter Gartshore, and 
hangared at Caboolture Airport. Ed found the wrecked aircraft in 
outback WA; and after discovering its historical significance, 
embarked on a long restoration project which was completed  
just days before this commemorative flight.



Community support
AAC is pleased to support the local community, with Algester Parkinson 
Lions Club benefiting recently from AAC sponsorship of its third 
Queensland Day Family Outing at Algester State School. AAC has also 
assisted the YMCA, Rural Aid, belong, and Calamvale State High School 
in recent months through sponsorship and the Gateway Schools Project.

RQAC marks a milestone
AAC is proud to be a Gold Sponsor of a Gala Anniversary Dinner 
in September to celebrate 100 years of the Royal Queensland 
Aero Club – a significant milestone in Australia’s aviation history.

RQAC is the oldest aero club in the Southern Hemisphere. It was formed  
in 1910 as the Australian Aero Club - Queensland Section; the name was 
changed in 1920.

The black tie event will be held in Archerfield Airport’s historic Hangar 5 on 
Saturday, September 21. Tickets are $135 single, $240 double and $1200 
per table of 10; and available through www.eventbrite.com.au

ENVIRONMENT NEWS
Biosecurity Queensland identified almost 130 fire 
ant nests on the perimeter of Archerfield Airport 
in April as part of an airport spraying program. 
The nests are being treated, however all airport 
tenants are urged to be vigilant and report 
suspicious-looking nests. Fire ants pose a risk to 
all who work or use the airport.

It is with mixed feelings 
that I write my final GM 
Message. 

While I look forward to working as a consultant 
in management and aviation-related issues, I will 
miss the Archerfield Airport community and the 
many people who have supported me and my 
team over the past five years.

I am privileged to have had the opportunity to 
lead the airport during a time of massive change 
and modernisation, and to help grow general 
aviation in Queensland. I am extremely proud of 
the airport’s achievements in recent years, and 
believe that Archerfield Airport is well on track to 
achieve its long-term vision to become a state 
centre of excellence for all things aeronautical.

For me, there are so many highlights… such as 
the successful Brisbane Open House event, the 
development of a key aeromedical/emergency 
services hub for SE Queensland, refurbishment 
of the terminal building, the introduction of a Fly 
Neighbourly program and the recognition and 
improvement in airspace resulting in the Australian 
Airports’ Association naming our Airspace 
Optimisation Project as 2017 Corporate Project 
of the Year for Keith Tonkin’s Aviation Projects.

Currently, AAC has finalised the draft Major 
Development Plan and Project AIM for 
strengthening, lengthening and incorporating 
new lighting and PAPI for the main runway, key 
proposals among some $17.5 million worth of 
airport improvements. This massive modernisation 
program will greatly enhance aircraft capability to 
and from the airport and cater for anticipated 
growth in aircraft movements.

None of these achievements could have been 
possible without a focused commitment from all 
AAC staff and the support of both the airport and 
broader communities. I sincerely thank you all.

Best wishes.

Heather Mattes 
General Manager
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SPOTLIGHT ON: 

Gil Layt Flight School

Archerfield Airport’s longest-established flying school closes at the end of 
this financial year.

Gil Layt’s Flight School is an airport icon. Its doors opened in 1975 offering 
affordable pilot training, highly qualified instructors plus scenic flights and 
aircraft hire. From the late 1970s to the early 1990s, Gil and his wife Sue 
operated the airport’s busiest business; at one time they had 19 aircraft 
and nine instructors.

In what he describes as a “regrettable closure”, Gil said the decision to wind 
down the school was made after years of struggling to keep abreast of 
CASA regulations. When Sue developed serious health issues, 75 year-old 
Gil said the time finally came for him to re-focus on new priorities.

Gil’s association with Archerfield Airport goes back to 1968 when he obtained 
his Instructor Rating. Some years later, he established the family-owned 
business on airport – with Gil managing the school and Sue looking after 
the books. Even Gil’s sister Roselyn worked part-time in the office for 
some years.

Aviation has been a central theme in the life of the Layt family. Daughter 
Dominique obtained her Restricted Pilot Licence at Archerfield Airport, and 
son Julian worked for both Virgin Airlines and Air New Zealand.

Gil said he would remember many good times associated with his business 
and the airport community, including several very popular fly-ins such as 
one to Longreach that involved almost 60 participants.

Best wishes to Gil and Sue from all at AAC.



Safety first!
Workplace health and safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. While avoiding incidents is 
ideal, identifying and reporting potential 
hazards can help. Airport tenants are 
encouraged to use AAC’s Hazard  
Report Form to alert AAC about any 
hazards on airport.

Battle of the Coral Sea remembered
Two Dawn Patrols flew from Archerfield Airport in May to 
commemorate the Battle of the Coral Sea (May 4 – 9, 1942). 
They were hosted separately by Royal Queensland Aero Club 
and Southern Skies Aviation.

The Battle of the Coral Sea was a major naval battle involving 
Japan and the Allied forces of USA and Australia. It proved to 
be a tactical victory for the Allies.

MDP Update
AAC thanks all who were involved in the public consultation process for the 
preliminary draft Major Development Plan (pdMDP) for the extension of the airport’s 
main runway. Input from interested people was received from early December last 
year through to mid March this year. AAC has reviewed feedback and altered the 
pdMDP accordingly prior to submitting the draft Major Development Plan to the 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development.

Nipuna Edirisinghe and Tim 
Anson from Pathfinder Aviation 
in their Sling 2 won the 
observation challenge of the 
RQAC Dawn Patrol by correctly 
identifying and plotting 19 of the 
20 landmarks along the route.

Brian Westin of Southern Skies 
Aviation presents Peter Lindrea 
with a trophy for winning the 
Open Class of the Dawn Patrol 
hosted by Southern Skies 
Aviation.

A dream come true
A flight in a World War ll P-51D Mustang fighter plane, courtesy of Fighter Pilot Adventure 
Flights at Archerfield Airport, was a dream come true for Mike Teague of the Sunshine Coast.

Mike, who suffered acquired brain injury as a result of a car accident 30 years ago, fulfilled 
a lifelong ambition on April 21st, when he took his seat aboard the ‘Flying Undertaker’. The 
aircraft is an American long-range bomber and the only flying P-51D Mustang in Australia.

Following an approach by Airport GM, Heather Mattes, Brad Bishopp of Fighter Pilot 
Adventure Flights realised Mike’s dream flight. Mike is a former radio personality who 
became hooked on flying as a teenager when he would regularly fly with his father. 
Although Mike was forced to surrender his driver and pilot licences because of health 
issues, he always hoped he would have an opportunity to fly in the iconic wartime aircraft.

“It was a pleasure to give Mike this special experience,” explained Brad. “We had a few 
false starts due to weather and other factors, but it was perfect on the day.”

Mike said the hour-long flight was fantastic, especially the aerobatics.

“My father, uncle and grandfather were all pilots, so a love of flying runs in the family,” he 
said. “However, the Mustang has always been my favourite aircraft, and when the day 
finally came, I didn’t want the flight to end. I am so thankful to Heather and Brad.”

Mike’s good friend, Andrew Lofthouse of Channel 9, was there to witness the flight and his 
mate’s joy. Andrew is a strong supporter of Mike’s efforts to raise awareness about acquired 
brain injury and its effects, and he is working on a documentary about Mike’s life story.

Vanuatu-bound flight
This Partenavia left Archerfield Jet Base in early May bound 
directly for Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu. 
The flight represents the first international departure from 
Archerfield Airport for many years. 

The Jet Base secured special permission for the flight from 
the National Passenger Processing Committee (NPPC), 
enabling the aircraft to depart from an airport which is no 
longer designated an international airport.

The private flight was organised and facilitated by Archerfield 
Jet Base, the airport’s Fixed Base Operator. Border Force 
representatives were onsite to co-ordinate the departure of 
the aircraft, which is normally based at Archerfield Airport. 

Leaving directly from Archerfield proved the most convenient 
and cost-effective way for this aircraft as the standard is to fly 
to Brisbane or the Gold Coast, then onto the international 
destination.  
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Hangar 400: Available soon for lease, this modern metal-clad 
hangar of approx. 1,900sq.m. comprises office/warehouse. 
Dimensions: Approx. 1,655sq.m. of hangar/warehouse with 
excellent internal height up to 7.5m under beam; 245sq.m. 
ground floor office, reception, tech-space and amenities; 
additional 245sq.m. of mezzanine storage, viewing platform 
and office above; access via two ultra-wide 20m sliding doors. 
Plentiful parking in front.

Hangar 110: This hangar has 3 phase power, roller door from 
landside and toilet. Dimensions: 29.5m x 26.5m x 5.3m; 
hangar door opening of 29m x 5.3m with cut out roof line for 
larger aircraft for fin of approx. 7.4m.

Hangar 003: This hangar on Qantas Ave is an excellent 
hardstand in the airport’s commercial heart, with high exposure 
to a busy road. Dimensions: Site area of 1,773sq.m; 25.4m x 
53.25m with hangar door height approx. 4.25m. The interior is 
a “blank canvas”, ideal for facilities that must be flexible in 
design and fitout to rapidly adapt to changing needs.

Aeroport 227: Located at the northern end of the airport, this 
aeroport (hardstand with central concrete and gravelled sides)  
is for hangarage only. Dimensions: Site area of 180sq.m. with 
airside access only; 14m x 10m x 3m height top to ceiling with 
4m height to apex.

For more information about these and other available 
sites, visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au or call AAC 
Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

FOR LEASE
The following is a selection of airport premises now available for lease.

talktower
CALLING THE TOWER – Calls to and from the tower 
need to be succinct, accurate and clear.

On taxy: Advise call sign, aircraft type, solo or dual if a 
training flight, received ATIS xxx, location on the field, 
request taxy for “circuits” or Departure North, South, East 
or West. If a western departure, advise track outbound.

The tower will give instructions to a holding point and 
runway, including, if required, traffic or instructions to  
cross or hold short of a specific runway. Pilots read back 
call sign, the holding point and runway, and any additional 
information such as hold short or cross runway xxx.

After Run Ups, proceed to the holding point and call ready 
with: Call sign, holding point xxx, runway xxx, ready for xxx. 

If conducting circuits, downwind calls should be made as 
soon as possible turning downwind. The tower will respond 

with the sequence and to follow (aircraft type) (position of 
preceding aircraft in the circuit) unless number 1. This will 
give you enough time to sight the preceding traffic and 
follow safely. If you can’t sight the aircraft you are following, 
advise the tower.

Inbound calls: Call sign, position, altitude, intentions (eg. 
circuits, full stop, or transit).

From PKR, report again at the Logan Motorway; from A/TVT 
report again at Centenary Bridge. You will be given entry 
instructions at these points. From GON and TAR you will be 
given direct entry instructions. If you do not understand an 
instruction, advise the tower.

Happy Flying,

Brendan Peut
Archerfield Control Tower

Securing a job as a baggage handler at Brisbane Airport after 
leaving the Army was the beginning of a career in aviation for 
Graham Madden.

Graham quickly realised that he liked the structure and 
teamwork associated with an airport environment – and 
working his way up to an operational position over the 
following years gave him a solid understanding of the way 
airports are run and their regulatory requirements.

Graham was appointed Operations and Technical Officer at 
Archerfield Airport last year following an operational role at 
Wellcamp Airport near Toowoomba, then three years at 
RAAF Base Tindal in the Northern Territory. 

“My position at Tindal was fly-in-fly-out, which was pretty 
hard on my young family living in Brisbane. I jumped at the 
opportunity to come back to a local airport,” Graham 
explains. “Every airport is different, so the past few months 
have been interesting learning Archerfield Airport’s specific 
policies and ways.

Graham is responsible for co-ordinating and facilitating the 
airport’s varied operational and safety functions. His role also 
extends to obstacle control to protect airspace, and wildlife 
and bird management.  

INTRODUCING…

Graham Madden
Operations and Technical 
Officer, Archerfield Airport


