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Thanks to an innovative program underway at 
Archerfield Airport, Australia may be at the 
forefront of international changes in pilot training.

Alteon Training, a wholly-owned subsidiary of The 
Boeing Company, recently launched its Multi-Crew 
Pilot License (MPL) beta test at Archerfield. It 
selected Airline Academy Australia to deliver the 
core and basic phase of training using Diamond 
DA-40 airplanes and a DA-40 Level 5 Flight 
Training Device equipped with a Rockwell Collins 
EP-10 daylight visual system. 

MPL is a new pilot licence developed by the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) as 
an alternative to the traditional approach to training 
and licensing pilots. The competency-based 
program is designed specifically to prepare pilots 
for their job at an airline via increased use of 
modern simulation and crew based training. 

Alteon has been working closely with ICAO, 
airlines and industry partners to be the first to test 
this solution. It is expected to help address the 
industry's need for more pilots. 

The Alteon MPL training program is conducted in a 
multi-crew environment. Working as a crew of 
three, cadets learn airline discipline and 
procedures, including Threat and Error 
Management (TEM) and Line Oriented Safety 
Audit (LOSA), in every flight lesson as they rotate 
through traditional captain, first officer and safety 
officer roles. 

Participants China Eastern Airlines and Xiamen 
Airlines helped select the six cadet pilots who 
began their MPL foundation training in January. 

Welcome to Archerfield Airport Corporation's first e-newsletter. 

It's almost a year since I was appointed CEO, and with my feet 
well and truly under the desk, I'm keen to report the many 
initiatives underway at the airport. 

It's an exciting time at Archerfield, just as it is for general 
aviation across Australia. I hope this e-newsletter will help to 
keep you and all other interested tenants and stakeholders up 
to date with what's happening.

Gerard Campbell, CEO

Thank you to all airport tenants who are doing their 
bit to conserve water during the current drought. 
Please note that the aircraft washdown bay has been 
reopened for use, but only for safety purposes or 
operational necessities.

Archerfield Airport has an extensive set of grass 
and sealed taxiways, and some taxiways lead onto 
or cross runways. As at any airport, pilot vigilance is 
vital to avoid unintentionally entering or crossing 
active runways when the control tower is active. 

General Aviation airports are unusual in that only 
the duty runway is normally active. Other non-
active runways can be crossed without a clearance. 
This is different to primary airfields where a 
clearance to cross all runways is required. 
Therefore it's important that pilots on taxiways have 
situational awareness and are familiar with the 
current state of runway activation. Pilots should 
maintain a constant listening watch on the Surface 
Movement Control frequency where any changes to 
runway status are broadcast by the tower. If you 
are unsure whether a runway is active, feel free to 
enquire on ground frequency. 

We are interested in your feedback on our newsletter. 
Please forward any comments to 
aac@archerfieldairport.com.au
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Archerfield Airport plans to tap into the corporate aircraft market now 
that construction of its first purpose-built corporate hangar complex is 
complete.

The new facility has four hangars, each with offices, to suit a range of 
modern corporate aircraft. The combination of office and hangar 
space makes the corporate hangars ideal for people who are serious 
about aviation.  

The building totals more than 2,500sq.m. in floor space, and is only 
the second hangar in the world to feature revolutionary new pivoting 
doors developed and patented by Australian company, Bettabuilt. 

The space-saving doors have attracted major national and overseas 
interest because they pivot upwards to provide a shade awning rather 
than slide open and encroach on adjoining hangars. 

The new hangars are a key element of AAC's plan to rejuvenate the 
airport and develop it into a centre of excellence for aeronautical and 
related industries. For more information about the corporate hangars 
please contact Archerfield Airport Corporation on 07-3277 5722.

George Lane
Tower Manager

The airport's security upgrade program is now being 
finalised. The introduction of a closed circuit television, 
airside access systems, improved lighting and new 
airside responsibilities are all required under the Aviation 
Transport Security Act 2004. Federal funding for this 
program (from the Government's anti-terrorism 
initiatives) recognises the airport's strategic importance.

Rod Earle
Flight Training Australia
Flight Instructor, Rod Earle AM, knows a thing or two about flying. 
He's been enjoying it since he was a toddler perched on his mother's 
knee in the cockpit of a Tiger Moth.

Rod's father flew Spitfires over the Middle East and Europe, and 
continued to fly after World War 2. There's no doubt that young Rod 
caught the flying 'bug' from his dad because he's been a keen 
aviator all his life.

Rod is one of 16 full-time flight instructors with Flight Training 
Australia at Archerfield Airport. He obtained his pilot licence in 1964 
as a cadet at the Royal Military College, Duntroon; however flying 
took a back seat for some years while Rod pursued his army career. 
This highly distinguished career included two tours of South Vietnam 
and postings to several countries. Interestingly, at one time while he 
was working in Canberra, Rod was responsible for the Director of 
Army Aviation.

After retiring from the Army in 1997 as a Brigadier, Rod embarked on 
his second career as a flight instructor, a decision no doubt inspired 
by his love of aircraft. Since he joined Flight Training Australia about 
six years ago, he has helped train countless young pilots. In fact, 
one of them was fellow instructor, Kylie DeBruin. She was just 14 
when she started flying lessons under Rod's guidance.

Rod thinks it’s much safer to teach people to fly than to drive a car – 
and while he's never been frightened with a novice at the controls, 
he admits that he's had his attention strongly focused once or twice.

While Rod pilots single engine aircraft in his role as a flight 
instructor, he happily switches to twin-engine planes for Flight 
Training Australia's regular charter work. He also occasionally 
challenges his ageing nerves with his moderate standard of 
aerobatics... just for fun.

*Flight Training Australia has operated from Archerfield Airport for 
some 20 years and is a recognised and government accredited flight 
training provider offering courses from introductory training through 
to ATPL. For further information about Flight Training Australia phone 
07-3277 8544.


