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and to be able to offer new levels of service associated 
with pilot training. The creation of the Transition Logistics 
Estate also sets a solid foundation for the growth of both 
aviation and non-aviation development at the airport,” he 
said. 

Another highlight for Corrie was the formation of the 
Community Aviation Consultation Group, an initiative to 
involve and educate local residents, businesses and 
special interest groups in airport-related issues. He said 
this had led to significant improvements in the airport’s 
relationships across the community. 

On a personal level, Corrie said his appointment to the 
executive of the AAA in Queensland had been very 
satisfying, particularly the camaraderie among 
representatives from airports throughout the country. In 
November last year, the AAA presented Corrie with an 
award for excellence in recognition of his contribution to 
the association.

Corrie said he looked forward to having a continuing 
involvement in general aviation during his retirement, 
although he and wife Sue already have international 
holidays planned for the next two years. As a keen 
motorcyclist, Corrie has ideas for some touring in 
Australia too! 

Corrie Metz (with tie) and some members of the AAC team.

Farewell Corrie

The AAC team has farewelled General Manager 
Corrie Metz, who has guided the operation and 
development of the airport for the past five years.

Corrie officially retired in December, however he will 
continue in his role as Secretary of the Queensland 
branch of the Australian Airports Association (AAA) for the 
next 12 months.

Corrie joined AAC after a distinguished career in the 
Royal Australian Air Force – and thanks to the support of 
a strong management team with long-term experience 
and knowledge, he enjoyed a relatively easy transition 
from military to general aviation.

Revitalising Archerfield is at the top of the team’s list of 
achievements in recent years. Corrie cites the new 
Aviation Student Accommodation Complex, the Aviall 
Building and the CareFlight facility as examples of the 
modern infrastructure that is gradually changing the ‘face’ 
of the long-established airport.

While Corrie admits that the differing needs of aircraft 
operators and airport operators presented an interesting 
challenge, the ongoing development of Archerfield’s 
potential had remained on target. 

“It’s been great to welcome two significant flying schools 
in recent years with the arrival of Basair and Pathfinder, 



Calling Archerfield ‘home’
Archerfield’s new Aviation Student 
Accommodation Complex (ASAC) should be 
fully functional by the end of February – and 
‘home’ to its initial intake of about  
15 students.

The refurbished two-storey building at 9 Grenier Drive 
was officially opened in October last year and has 
been gradually fitted out to provide modern onsite 
accommodation for interstate and international 
students enrolled in pilot training courses conducted 
by Basair Aviation College.

The complex represents a $4 million investment in 
pilot training by AAC, and was acknowledged for 
excellence at the recent Australian Airports 
Association’s national awards. As well as providing 
training and briefing rooms for use by all Basair 
students, the complex has comfortable personal 
rooms for 40 students living away from home, 
breakout study areas, well appointed dining and 
lounge rooms, and a purpose-built viewing platform 
with 360 degree views of the surrounding airport 
airspace. 

The ASAC is managed by Basair, Australia’s largest 
flying college and a newcomer to the airport. Basair 
courses were introduced at Archerfield in January, 
and the college was recently approved as a training 
provider to Griffith University. 

A mentor retires
Pat Finnimore (pictured) has retired from the chairmanship of Archerfield Airport 
Corporation.

Mr Finnimore guided the development of Archerfield’s parent company, Miengrove Pty Ltd, 
from 1985. He had a deep understanding of the dynamics of general aviation. Before he 
became Principal Partner of the accounting firm, Horwath Pty Ltd, he audited the accounts 
of both major and minor industry entities on Archerfield Airport and elsewhere. He also 
retained a lively interest in the culture and economics of the industry.

Mr Finnimore attended the Sydney conference of the Office of Asset Sales in September 
1997, and subsequently facilitated Miengrove’s successful bid for Archerfield Airport.

His retirement from Horwath in 1998 coincided with the handover of the privatised Archerfield 
Airfield, and he assumed the chairmanship of the new corporation in June 1998.

Since then, Mr Finnimore has guided the Board. His passion for deliberative business 
discernment enabled the creation of the sound business platform that is now providing the 
base for the regeneration of the airfield.

The Board of AAC will be forever indebted to Mr Finnimore, and wishes him many years of 
healthy retirement. He will be sorely missed.



Hangar 003
This hangar on Qantas Avenue has 
high exposure to a very busy road and 
is an excellent hardstand in the 
commercial heart section of the 
airport. It has air-conditioned offices 
and reception area. The site is approx. 
1,773 sq.m., with a building area of 
1,429 sq.m. Rear and front 
boundaries are approx. 26m and side 
boundaries are approx. 54m. 

Hangar 226
This all-steel aircraft hangar on a 488 
sq.m. site is at the northern end of the 
airport near Qantas Avenue. It has 
airside access only and hangarage 
only, and specifically excludes all other 
uses.

Hangar 606
Located on the south-east end of the 
airport, this hangar is on a 211 sq.m. 
site with airside access only. 
Approximate dimensions are 12.36m 
x 15.30m, with a hangar door height 
of approx. 3.7m. 

Hangar 622
This hangar at the southern end of the 
airport is suitable for a high winged 
smaller aircraft. Approximate 
dimensions are 12m x 15m x 4.6m. 
The hangar has airside and landside 
access, two small storage rooms and 
a toilet.

For all leasing enquiries, please call 
AAC Property Manager, Claudia 
Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

For lease
The following airport premises 
are now available for lease…

Rapid response to storm damage
AAC is grateful to everyone who assisted in the extensive 
recovery effort following the major storm that hit Archerfield in 
late November.

The fast-moving ‘super cell’ brought destructive hail and winds of up 
to 140km per hour, and caused more than $400,000 damage.

The scene at the airport following the storm was one of devastation. 
On many buildings, roof sheeting and hangar doors were buckled, 
bent or blown off. Shipping containers were flung about, as were a 
number of light planes and a helicopter. Rooftop air-conditioning 
units, skylights, awnings, airport signs, gates and fences were all 
casualties of the storm. Even the retention basin infrastructure of the 
Transition Estate was affected, with the basins heavily scoured and 
the banks of the basins severely eroded in many places.

AAC Project Manager Kev Smith and airport groundstaff worked 
tirelessly to clean up the runways and taxiways, and to assist tenants 
with quick temporary repairs. Service providers also responded 
exceptionally well to secure damaged facilities – and AAC thanks the 
staff of Barnes Plumbing and Roofing, Enever Electrical, Watara 
Homes Constructions, Lowry Industrial Works, Apollo Steel Processing 
and Aussie Hydrovac Services. Several service providers worked right 
up until Christmas Eve to ensure facilities were protected during the 
holiday period.

AAC also thanks airport tenants for their co-operation and patience 
while waiting for permanent repairs to be carried out. Unfortunately 
factory closures during the festive season did delay some major repairs.

Watch those drops!
Despite the recent wet weather, 
airport tenants are reminded to 
conserve water as much as 
possible – so please remember to 
use minimal water in the aircraft 
washdown bay provided north-
west of the terminal building.
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talktower
The recent major storm that hit Archerfield highlighted certain scenarios which could be used to 
enhance future safety on the airfield. 

The observed maximum wind speed in the tower was 75 knots, resulting in aircraft damage on the airfield, 
mainly to parked aircraft. In my own case, tie-down ropes on my Cessna 172 snapped, causing damage to one 
wing. In other cases, chain links stretched or broke, allowing aircraft to be blown back into other, still secured 
aircraft. 

Hail damage resulted in many aircraft write-offs. As a tower controller, I sometimes see pilots pushing the limits 
with weather – in some cases landing just before a storm hits, but forgetting it can take another 15 minutes or 
so to taxi to the apron, safely disembark passengers, then properly secure the aircraft. Additionally, wind can 
increase substantially before the main cell affects the airfield. 

Sometimes it’s preferable for a pilot to hold away from the airfield to allow a cell to pass before proceeding 
inbound. The tower can assist with strategies in this situation. Modern technology makes a weather radar 
picture available to most smart phone users, and this can be an invaluable tool to assess the direction and 
intensity of approaching weather (link: www.bom.gov.au/australia/radar/). The unpredictability of summer storm 
activity makes it prudent to ensure your aircraft is securely tied down or hangared at all times when parked for 
any length of time. 

Following a significant storm event, debris may be on taxiways and runways. In the case of this recent storm, 
part of a hangar door and other material were found on the runway. The airfield remained closed until the 
following day so a proper cleanup could be conducted. 

The potential impact of strong winds, lightning, hail and turbulence of large storm cells should never be 
underestimated, and even heavier aircraft should be secured to prevent them becoming airborne or moving in 
wind gusts that exceed the flying speed of those aircraft. 

Until next time, stay vigilant and safe.

George Lane
Tower Manager, Archerfield

Lost student pilot: Unknown airport with Cessna 150 circling overhead. Please identify yourself!

Tower:  Have you got enough fuel or not?
Pilot:  Yes.
Tower:  Yes what?
Pilot:  Yes, SIR!

Tower:  Cessna 123, what are your intentions? 
Pilot:  To get my Commercial Pilot’s Licence and Instrument Rating.
Tower:  I meant in the next five minutes, not years.

Cessna 152:  Flight Level Three Thousand, Seven Hundred.
Controller:  Roger, contact Houston Space Centre.

Tower:    American... and for your information, you were slightly to the left of the centreline  
on that approach.

American:  That’s correct; and my First Officer was slightly to the right.

GEMS
from the sky

Airport tower  
operators hear it all!  
Like these ‘gems’  

from the sky…


