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A message from the General Manager
Happy New Year. I hope everyone enjoyed a much needed 
break with family and friends and has recharged the batteries for 
an exciting new year.

After a small break of two weeks over the festive season, the 
office reopened and started the year off with a bang – literally. 
The 6th January saw storms sweep in from the west after a 
period of extreme temperatures (just under 44°C was recorded 
at Archerfield on Saturday 4th January) with a lightning show to 
rival New Year’s Eve celebrations. Unfortunately one of those 
lightning strikes hit the Terminal Building, significantly impacting 
AAC communications. Nonetheless, we were able to maintain 
operations with no significant disruption.

Demolition of the internals of Building 9 has been completed 
and the contract to build the Aviation Student Accommodation 
Complex (or ASAC) is about to be let. This exciting project will add 
another dimension to Archerfield and provide the accommodation 
that a number of flying schools and aviation training organisations 
have approached me to provide for some time.

Although movements are increasing day by day, I don’t expect 
flying to get into full swing until everyone starts to return from 
their much needed break after a hectic 2013. However, on the 
property front we have seen significant movement. At this 
moment, all hangars bar two are either occupied or under 
negotiation – a very healthy sign for Archerfield. It still amazes 
me that we receive enquiries from people who expect to be able 
to just sign up for a hangar, having heard that we have plenty 
vacant. My advice… don’t listen to the naysayers; come and 
talk to us directly! It is extraordinary how self-interest drives the 
rhetoric of some of these people who offer this type of advice 
about Archerfield.

I hope this is a great year for all businesses here at Archerfield. 
Early signs are certainly very positive. I look forward to continuing 
to work with you to make 2014 successful and rewarding for 
everyone who considers Archerfield a great place to be, as I do.

Corrie Metz, General Manager

AAC is investing more than $4 million to stimulate the 
development of pilot training at the airport. 

The airport’s first onsite aviation student 
accommodation complex (pictured) will open later this 
year to cater for a maximum of 40 aviation students. It 
will feature modern décor, personal breakout study 
areas, a commercial kitchen, and dining and lounge 
rooms. Up to four offices on the ground floor will also 
be available for lease by commercial tenants, with a 
preference given to those providing aviation-related 
services.

Originally let by the Federal Airports Corporation in the 
early 1990s for commercial office purposes, Building 9 
in Grenier Drive is currently undergoing major internal 
and external refurbishment. 

The building is close to the airport terminal and will 
include a purpose-built viewing platform offering 360 
degree views of the surrounding airspace. This will 
allow students to observe circuit traffic whilst listening 
to radio communications, significantly improving their 
situational awareness. Further expansion of the facility 
will be considered if the project proves successful.

This investment plans to support a major growth 
sector at the airport and meet a demand for quality, 
affordable onsite accommodation, especially for 
interstate and overseas students. Nine airport tenants 
already conduct pilot training and aviation-related 
courses, making Archerfield the state’s key flight 
training centre.

In addition, AAC plans to enhance the existing grass 
runways by moving them away from low lying, flood-
prone areas whilst bringing them up to current 
standards. Movement Area Guidance Signs were also 
recently installed beside the major runways and 
taxiways to assist trainee pilots conducting ground 
operations. 

Major investment  
in pilot training

Feedback welcome
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the recent Community 
Aviation Consultation Group (CACG) public forum.

Quite a few airport-related issues were raised and 
discussed, including the potential for regular public 
transport operations from Archerfield. Comments from 
residents, businesses and airport tenants provide 
constructive feedback to AAC and complement the great 
work of the CACG. The CACG comprises about 30 
members representing the local community, airport 
operators and local and state government.



Emergency exercise offers 
valuable training 
Emergency response procedures and inter-agency 
communication were tested at Archerfield recently 
with a major ‘real time’ field exercise.

The exercise simulated an aircraft crashing on take-off and 
involved Airport, Queensland Police, Fire and Rescue, and 
Ambulance personnel. It was conducted in accordance with 
the Airport Emergency Plan and was followed by a debriefing 
session to identify operational issues that could be improved.

The last full-field exercise at Archerfield was conducted in 
2011, with a desktop exercise carried out last year to ensure 
the continual fine-tuning of the Emergency Plan. These 
exercises provide valuable training to improve the way the 
agencies communicate and co-ordinate their specialised 
activities in the event of a crash.

Work safety changes
Following feedback from industry, amendments have 
been made to Queensland’s work health and safety laws 
which came into effect on 15 November 2013. 
Information about changes is on WH&S Queensland’s 
website – www.worksafe.qld.gov.au. 

There were also changes at a national level which saw 
the introduction of new Queensland codes of practice  
as well as existing codes replaced or repealed as of  
1 December 2013. For more information, visit  
www.worksafe.qld.gov.au or call the WHS Infoline on 
1300 369 915.

Actors from the Actors Workshop in Brisbane also 
participated in the emergency exercise. ‘Injured’ 
aircraft passengers like Zoe Edwards (pictured) were 
realistically prepared beforehand and stayed in 
character throughout the exercise, including while 
they received medical treatment at the scene. The 
actors are regularly used in various emergency 
exercises, and the role playing is part of the students’ 
work experience program.



Today, Peter runs Flight Maintenance Australia, specialists 
in piston engine maintenance but soon to be CASA-
approved to work on turbine-powered aircraft as well. The 
company looks after the light aircraft maintenance needs 
of many private clients, flight schools and charter 
organisations from the Brisbane area, western Queensland 
and NSW.

Like many others working in aviation, Peter became 
hooked on planes as a youngster. He was flying at 16 and 
spent nine years in the Air Force learning his trade and 
working on jets. He then built a career within the civil 
aviation sector.

In the late 70s, Peter worked on corporate jets when that 
side of aviation was blossoming. A promotion saw him 
move from Melbourne to Brisbane; and after several years 
working for others, he and his wife Trina started their own 
small maintenance business at Archerfield. From modest 
beginnings, the business grew to be one of the largest at 
the airport.

Peter Young, Flight Maintenance Australia
Aircraft engineer Peter Young has a long association with Archerfield, initially visiting from 
time to time to work on light planes, then as owner-operator of two aircraft maintenance 
businesses based at the airport. 

After selling to a customer, Peter took a few years off – 
until he heard about an aircraft maintenance business at 
Archerfield that had fallen on hard times and closed its 
doors. He bought a hangar full of junk and re-employed 
the engineer, Jay Allen, now Chief Engineer at Flight 
Maintenance Australia. The company went from strength 
to strength – it now employs eight and has earned a 
strong reputation for quality workmanship.

Peter is pleased that Archerfield is experiencing a period of 
growth. “Every new aircraft here is good for all of us 
working from Archerfield,” he said. “I think we are very 
fortunate to have this beautiful big green patch in the 
middle of a big city.”

As well as spending up to 60 hours a week working, Peter 
often looks down on the “big green patch” that is 
Archerfield Airport. He has been a pilot for 45 years, 
regularly flying on the job and enjoying his glider and 
twin-engine Beechcraft whenever he can in his spare time. 

Flight Maintenance Australia: 07 3276 7976
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Police helicopter based at Archerfield
South East Queensland’s second permanent police helicopter will be 
operating from Archerfield by July.

Provided by Queensland Police Service and Surf Life Saving Queensland 
via a two-year partnership, the helicopter will service the greater 
Brisbane area; however it will be deployed across the state if required. 

Queensland’s first police helicopter has been operating from the Gold 
Coast since 2011 – and the new addition will perform similar functions 
such as searching for offenders and missing people, identifying drug 
crops, and managing traffic and major events.
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Hangar size:   Approx. 18m x 18m  (steel structure 
with colorbond cladding)

Doors: • Sliding hangar doors
 • Approx. height of 4.5m
 •  Opening approx. 16.5m between 

beams
 •  Internal framework restricts straight  

in entry

Site:   600sq.m

Amenities:  None

Permitted use:   Aircraft hangarage and own maintenance 
- specifically excluding all other uses.

For all leasing inquiries, please call AAC Property 
Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

For lease
A well positioned hangar in Wirraway 
Avenue, on the western side of the airport, 
is now available for lease.

talktower
A recent emergency landing at Archerfield by an aircraft with a dangling right-hand undercarriage 
leg highlighted the need to ensure that taxiing aircraft exercise caution when emergency 
vehicles are operating airside in response to a call from the tower regarding an emergency 
situation. 

Fortunately the situation ended with no pilot injuries, although the aircraft was substantially damaged. 

Aerodrome Emergency Procedures normally require a closure of the airport to ensure safe positioning of fire tenders and 
other vehicles, and to ensure there is no interruption while dealing with the aircraft in distress. However, once the situation 
has been contained, the airfield may be opened for limited operations. 

Pilots should then be careful taxiing on the apron because there may be vehicular activity which could pose a collision 
risk. The apron area at Archerfield is quite large. Pilots are reminded there is no ATC control over activity on the apron 
and traffic information on other aircraft is not passed. In addition, passengers strolling across the tarmac may not be 
used to the sight of taxiing aircraft and could react unpredictably. Slow taxi speeds should be used at all times. 

Until next time – happy and safe flying.

George Lane
Archerfield Tower Manager

Sub-tenancy obligations
Before an airport tenant sub-leases premises, there are several 
important considerations. 

Most importantly, a tenant is totally responsible for the conduct 
and actions of the sub-tenant. 

Please note these other sub-tenancy obligations:

•  AAC approval is required before a tenant finalises sub-tenancy 
arrangements.

•  The sub-lease must align with the permitted use of the 
tenant’s lease.

•  Nobody other than those approved by AAC has permission to 
use all or part of the premises.

• Before sub-leasing:
   -  The tenant must submit a copy of the sub-lease agreement 

to AAC or an approved/completed AAC Sub-tenancy 
Consent Form. 

   - AAC will consider the application. 
   -  Consent is not automatically granted. However, consent is 

not normally withheld provided all terms and conditions are 
in place.

•  Approved sub-tenants must be aware of the airport’s building 
and environmental requirements and must adhere to them. 
Any building works require application and consent.


