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Metropolitan Airport of the Year!

Archerfield Airport was named Australia’s Metropolitan Airport of 
the Year at the 2021 Australian Airport Association’s National 
Industry Awards in November, thanks to Project AIM’s extensive 
program of infrastructure modernisation.

Project AIM Stage 1 has transformed Archerfield over the past 
12 months with a new main runway, upgraded associated taxiways 
and a new airfield lighting system. The works represent the airport’s 
largest infrastructure development in more than 50 years.

Archerfield Airport Corporation also recently completed the civil 
works associated with Phase 1 of the airport’s first industrial 
estate (see page two story).

AAC General Manager Rod Parry said the award was fitting 
recognition of what a small, dedicated team could achieve.

“The new, modern runway and lighting system have significantly 
boosted Archerfield’s operational efficiency, economic performance, 
safety and environmental management,” Mr Parry said.

“Modernised facilities mean Archerfield can better meet the needs 
of existing and future operators and adapt to aeronautical demand. 
The longer, stronger runway will enable next generation, quieter 
aircraft to operate from Archerfield, and new LED airfield ground 
lighting means the airport can operate in a wider range of weather 
conditions and provide an unmatched training experience for 
student pilots.

“All this was achieved by a team of only 18 full-time-equivalent 
staff while maintaining 24/7 operations during a global pandemic. 

Archerfield recorded the second highest movement figures in 
Australia during construction.”

Enever Electrical beat eight other nominees to win the AAA’s 2021 
Corporate Project of the Year Award for a Major, Metro or Capital 
City Airport for installing the lighting on the new runway and 
taxiways. Enever Electrical has had a 30-year association with 
Archerfield Airport and maintained the airport’s ageing lighting 
system until AAC was in a position to upgrade it as part of 
Project AIM.

“AAC would like to thank our operators, particularly Air Traffic 
Control and our flight schools, who managed some very difficult 
challenges with runway closures and aircraft movements during 
the works,” Mr Parry said.

AAC acknowledges the following individuals and organisations 
for their support in bringing Project AIM to life: Rod Sullivan 
(RANDL), David Gold (Planned FX), Allen Browne (Hiway Group), 
Keith Tonkin (Aviation Projects), Greg White (Airport Pavement 
Engineering Specialists), Phillip Bell (Airport Consultancy Group), 
Phil Robinson (Airport Electrical), Jeff Gribble (Airways Engineering 
Services), Greg Morgan (Environmental Management and 
Remediation), the Queensland Government’s Building Acceleration 
Fund, BMD, OM Civil and JJ Ryan Consulting.

Project AIM Stage 2 works (widening and strengthening Taxiway 
Bravo) are nearing completion with Taxiway Bravo expected to 
be open in early 2022. Stage 3 works (Taxiway Hotel and Eastern 
Apron upgrades) are expected to commence in April/May 2022. 
Disruptions to aircraft operations in the Eastern Apron, the nearby 
run-up bay, Taxiway Hotel and the Jet Turbine Parking area are 
likely during these works. Further information will be provided as the 
contractor is selected and construction methodology determined.

New Life for Hangar 004
The $4.6 million redevelopment of Hangar 004 (pictured) is complete, giving 
Flight One Group a new corporate and charter service space and providing 
state-of-the-art facilities for Flight Maintenance Australia. Hangar 003, which was 
completed earlier this year, houses Flight One Group’s School of Engineering 
and provides classroom and hangarage space for its training organisations.



The Next 20 Years
Archerfield Airport Corporation is reviewing the airport’s Master Plan 
and Environment Strategy to provide impetus and direction for the next 
20 years of efficient economic development.

The airport community will have the opportunity to comment on a 
preliminary draft of the proposed Master Plan and Environment Strategy 
and feedback will be considered before these high-level, strategic 
plans are finalised. The Project Team will keep the airport community 
up-to-date on progress through Plane Torque and at scheduled CACG 
and PCF meetings.

If you have any questions about the Master Plan review, please email 
the Project Team at masterplan@archerfieldairport.com.au.

In Transition
More than 13 hectares of land is now available for lease with the 
completion of civil works for Archerfield’s first industrial estate, 
Transition – Archerfield Logistics Estate.

Conveniently located in Brisbane’s premier industrial precinct, Transition 
is ideal for ‘last mile’ logistics, cold storage, aerospace and manufacturing 
businesses.

A new intersection has been constructed along Boundary Road, along 
with more than 500 metres of internal roads and associated services, 
drainage, lighting, CCTV, earthworks and centralised fire tanks and pumps.

Transition will ultimately provide 100,000m2 of modern under-roof 
space. The first building on the estate, an A-grade, 4,500m2 under-roof 
logistics warehouse, is nearing completion and will be available to lease 
early next year.

The AAC-funded Transition estate will be the catalyst for a new business 
community at Archerfield, providing modern facilities suitable for a range 
of activities in an unsurpassed location.

A Flying Start
The Forest Lake Squadron of the Australian Air League has seen an 
almost ten-fold increase in membership since it moved its parade 
nights to Archerfield Airport, growing from only five cadets in 2016 to 
49 today.

The passion for aviation starts young and the Squadron helps children 
aged eight to 17 experience the thrill of flying firsthand.

“Our cadets have participated in a number of aviation-related activities 
including a helicopter flight with V2 Helicopters, learning about warbirds 
with the team from Fighter Pilot Adventures and, most recently, visiting 
the Life Flight Heavy Maintenance Hangar,” Michael Hansen, Officer 
Commanding Forest Lake Squadron, said.

“Becoming part of the Archerfield community is an important aspect of 
our activities and we are pleased to hold two anchor events here each 
year: a Women in Aviation evening to encourage girls and women to join 
the aviation industry, and a special Airport Remembrance Day Parade 
in November.”

The Squadron’s parade nights involve drills, physical activities like ball 
games, and education units that cover topics like the theory of flight, 
navigation, meteorology, space flight and drones, led by 10 adult volunteers.

The Australian Air League is a not-for-profit, uniformed, youth organisation. 
The Forest Lake Squadron meets on Wednesday evenings during 
school term and visitors are welcome to come and see how much fun 
the cadets have.

If your child is into aviation, visit: www.forestlake.airleague.com.au.

A message from the 
GENERAL MANAGER

All of us at AAC wish to extend our sincere thanks 
and gratitude to our airport community and visitors 
for your ongoing support throughout 2021. We 
acknowledge it has been another year of uncertainty 
due to COVID-19, as well as some disruption as 
we continue to upgrade our airport facilities. Your 
engagement with us is also appreciated and we 
always welcome your feedback. 

As mentioned in other sections of this newsletter, we 
are honoured that Archerfield Airport won the 2021 
Metro Airport of the Year Award on 17 November, 
presented by the Australian Airports Association. 
This award was a significant achievement because 
it recognised the remarkable commitment and 
dedication of our small airport team as we 
accomplished major infrastructure developments, 
including Stage 1 of Project AIM (Runway 10L/28R 
upgrade), all whilst maintaining 24/7 airport 
operations, particularly during a period when our 
airport had the second highest aircraft movement 
figures in Australia. 

Our plans for our airport community are clear – we 
want to provide you with the highest levels of 
customer service, and an airport that you are proud 
to be a part of, as we continue to work on revitalising 
our national icon. We have commenced work on our 
main taxiway, Taxiway Bravo, which unfortunately 
due to rain delays is now likely to be completed by 
February 2022. We will continue to work on the 
developments in Transition, our logistics estate, 
and have further airport upgrade development 
works in the pipeline for 2022. We are proud of our 
airport, our team and our community, and look 
forward to delivering ongoing enhancements to 
our historic piece of Australian aviation.

Our hope is that 2022 brings everyone a more 
positive chapter as we gradually emerge from the 
pandemic that has affected so many. From our 
airport team to you and your loved ones, we wish 
you a Merry Christmas, and a safe, happy and 
prosperous New Year. 

With regards,

Rod Parry 
General Manager



Backing Future Flyers
Thousands of young pilots have started 
their careers at Archerfield Airport, a 
tradition that continues with the airport 
facilitating flight training for Griffith 
University’s Graduate Diploma of Flight 
Management students at Basair Aviation 
College.

With its new runway, taxiways and lighting system, and 
safety features including runway end safety areas, precision 
approach path indicators and runway threshold identification 
lights, Archerfield Airport offers a safe, effective and enjoyable 
training experience for young flyers. Some 400 student 
pilots develop their skills at Archerfield Airport annually.

Archerfield Airport Corporation also sponsors the annual 
H C Brinsmead Scholarship for the Griffith University 
undergraduate student who best reflects the personal values 
of aviation pioneer Horace Brinsmead who advocated for 
safety during the barnstorming days of the industry’s early 
development. The 2021 recipient of the $4,000 scholarship 
was Tristan Watson (see Plane Torque, September 2021).

After a tough couple of years for the industry, Head  
of Griffith Aviation, Professor Tim Ryley, is “cautiously 
optimistic” as he looks ahead to Queensland potentially 
opening its international borders.

“Griffith Aviation has grown over 2021 to be the largest 
air transport discipline in an Australian university,” he said.

“Many of our recently enrolled students are studying 
online across Australia and internationally with the goal of 
developing their aviation industry skills.

“With our online program development and new Flight 
Procedures Laboratory at the Nathan campus, Griffith 
Aviation can move forward strongly with the dynamic 
aviation industry in an ever-changing Covid world, in 
association with key industry partners like Archerfield 
Airport.”

For more information on Griffith University’s Aviation 
programs, visit: www.griffith.edu.au/study/
engineering-it-aviation/aviation.

Above: Professor Tim Ryley heads Griffith Aviation, the 
largest air transport discipline in an Australian university.

Greener Growth
Innovative design and construction methodologies have made Project AIM’s Stage 1 works more 
environmentally responsible, sustainable and efficient.

Airport Consultancy Group designed a novel runway keel that minimised the amount of full-
strength pavement required while ensuring the runway can be upgraded with an asphalt overlay 
if required in the future.

Advanced construction techniques minimised disruption to airport operations, maximised material 
recycling and reduced costs. The result was the adoption of a process used for many years on 
main roads but rarely on airport pavements. It involved the lime stabilisation of subgrade clays, 
the blending of existing base gravels with Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement and a mixture of lime, 
flyash and cement to improve its properties, and its subsequent reincorporation into the pavement 
as a sub-base layer. The contractor, BMD, blended the materials onsite, retaining more than 
11,000m3 of original runway material that were reincorporated into the new pavement. JJ Ryan 
Consulting Engineers determined that reusing existing materials in the keel design reduced the 
volume of imported raw materials by more than 30,000m3, took more than 5,000 trucks off the 
road, and saved more than 800 tonnes of CO2-equivalent greenhouse gases.

Other Australian airports can also benefit from this transferable construction methodology. 

A pile of savings: innovative 
methodology retained 
thousands of cubic metres 
of runway material that was 
incorporated back into 
Archerfield’s new runway.

BFG Clocks Up 50 Years
The Brisbane Flying Group (BFG) will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary – and a 50-year association with Archerfield Airport 
– in 2022.

Established in 1972 and flying continuously from Archerfield, the 
BFG currently operates two Cessna C172S aircraft. The four- 
seater, single-engine Skyhawks have taken BFG members all over 
Australia and replaced the Beechcraft Bonanza and Grumman 
AA5B ‘Tiger’ aircraft that served the group for many years.

The BFG has 40 shareholders ranging from student pilots to 
airline captains who share a love of flying and fun. They access 
the planes via an online portal.

“Some members have used the planes for work but the vast 
majority are joy flights,” BFG Secretary Greg Dunn said.

“Our planes have been to all states over the decades, although 
most flights are around south-east Queensland and northern 
New South Wales. I recently took VH-WPL to Lord Howe Island 
with another member – those experiences are why we fly.

“We’ve seen a lot of changes at Archerfield over the years and 
had our share of challenges with bird strikes and bingles.

“It’s always been the role of the Board to offer our shareholders 
great, reliable aircraft at reasonable prices.  We’re proud of this 
50 year milestone in 2022 and aim to continue to offer our 
services to Brisbane pilots for many decades to come.”

For more information, visit www.brisflying.org or email Greg on 
brisflying@hotmail.com.

What’s your Archerfield story?
With a diverse range of tenants, businesses  

and characters, Archerfield has never been short  
of stories. To share yours in Plane Torque,  

email aac@archerfieldairport.com.au



If you would like to receive future editions of  
this newsletter electronically, please send an  
email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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Archerfield

Corporate Hangar 411 Bay 2: With a site area of 
758m2 including 143m2 of modern office space 
and land and airside access, this hangar is 
suitable for helicopter operation. Its dimensions 
are 23.7m wide x 18.2m deep (internal 
clearances) x 5m high.

Aeroport 213 Bay C: This 152.5m2, steel-framed 
and sheeted, open-ended aeroport bay has a 
concrete slab and airside access and measures 
12m x 12m x 4m.

Hangar 634: Situated at the southern end of the 
airport, this Colorbond hangar measures 30m x 
15m x 6m and has airside access. The site area is 
1,243m2 including a concrete hardstand of 750m2 
(for aircraft storage only, no other use).

Hangar 607: This Colorbond, concrete-floored 
hangar with airside access measures 15.3m x 
12.36m with a site area of 237m2 (no permanent 
parking on apron). It has bi-fold hangar doors 
including a small personnel door facing airside.

Terminal Building – Ground Floor Rooms 28C: 
These two air-conditioned offices with kitchenette 
provide 40m2 of space adjoining the Terminal 
Passenger Lounge.

Terminal Building – Room 28D: This 12m2 
air-conditioned office has space for two 
workstations and telephone lines.

For more information about these and other 
available sites, call AAC Property Manager,  
Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000 or visit 
www.archerfieldairport.com.au

FOR LEASE 
The following is a selection of airport premises 
now available for lease. Stop Invasive Plants

Invasive plants can spread rapidly and have unwanted 
economic, environmental and even social impacts. They can 
be difficult to identify and may be confused with non-invasive, 
native or endangered species. 

Some common invasive varieties, including fireweed 
(Senecio madagascariensis), groundsel bush (Baccharis 
halimifolia) and leucaena (Leucaena leucocephala), have 
recently been reported to the AAC. Fireweed and groundsel 
bush are Category 3 Restricted Invasive Plants under 
Queensland’s Biosecurity Act 2014.

Under the Act, everyone has a responsibility to minimise the 
risk of spreading invasive plants. A range of online tools, 
including a detailed a detailed fact sheet, is available to help 
identify and eradicate invasive plants. Check out Restricted 
invasive plants | Business Queensland and the Brisbane City 
Council’s Weed Identification Tool at https://weeds.
brisbane.qld.gov.au

If you suspect there are 
invasive plants near your 
leased site or on airport 
land, please notify 
Biosecurity Queensland 
on 13 25 23. 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Left: Fireweed arrived in 
Australia from southern 
Africa in 1918. It is toxic to 
livestock, competes with 
pasture and has spread 
rapidly in Queensland and 
New South Wales over the 
last 30 years.

Farewell Jan!
The AAC team wishes Jan Nixon (pictured) a happy 
retirement. Jan started her career with the Federal 
Airports Corporation in August 1997 and remained at 
Archerfield when the airport was privatised in June 1998. 

“Jan made work life at Archerfield easier and fun,” 
AAC General Manager Rod Parry said. “We’ll all miss 
Jan in our office and congratulate her on stepping  
into a new chapter in life, spending time with family 
and friends.”

AND HAPPY FLYING
The AAC Administration Office  

will be closed from  
4.30pm Tuesday 21 December  
until Tuesday 4 January 2022.
AAC grounds staff are available  

during this period.


