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Archerfield hosts fire fighting efforts
Archerfield Airport has been an important base in South East 
Queensland for fire fighting aircraft battling the State’s most severe 
bushfire season in recorded history.

A range of fixed wing planes and helicopters used for water 
bombing and aerial reconnaissance has been operational at the 
airport since the first days of Spring. High temperatures, low 
humidity and extremely dry conditions combined to create a 
situation so dire that in early November, Queensland was declared 
a State of Fire Emergency.

To date, about 40 houses have been lost and thousands of people 
evacuated. Hundreds of thousands of hectares have been burnt, 
and both domestic and wildlife animals have perished. While no 
Queenslanders lost their lives, there were several fatalities in NSW, 
also suffering unprecedented bushfire conditions.

Wind and erratic fire behaviour have been major challenges for 
aerial personnel and fire fighters on the ground. Queensland Fire 
and Emergency Services has engaged more than 40 commercial 
aircraft operators to provide fire flighting services during the 
bushfire season; and in November, the largest number of aerial 
aircraft utilised in a single day was 40.

McDermott Aviation, which operates from Archerfield Airport, has 
had three water bombing aircraft involved in fire management. 
These include the Bell 214B helicopter which can carry up to 
2,600 litres of water – one of the highest capacity tanks available. 
A spokesperson for Queensland-based McDermott Aviation said 
July this year was the only month the company was not engaged 
to fight fires somewhere in Australia.

Local fire bans will continue  
indefinitely over much of  
Queensland.

Tribute to David Kerr
A ‘missing man flyover’ from Archerfield Airport in September was a fitting tribute to the late  
David Kerr, one of five people lost in a helicopter crash off the NSW coast.

A highly experienced pilot, David owned and operated Brisbane Helicopters, based at the airport.  
He was well known and respected within the airport community and general aviation sector.

Despite a major air and sea search off Anna Bay, only wreckage of the UH1 Huey was found. 

David’s friends organised the flyover, in which seven helicopters flew in missing man formation  
over Brisbane’s southern suburbs.

Photos by Sky High Photos.
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FOD walk 2019
More than 40 people participated in 
Archerfield Airport’s annual FOD (Foreign 
Object Debris) Walk in October, a central 
activity of Airport Safety Week.

The early morning walk was held on the 
main runway 28R, which is 1,417m in 
length. The aim was to collect any debris 
which may be hazardous to aircraft – and 
to spot the ‘lucky 5 cent piece’ planted by 
Airport Operations Manager Don Foy.

Quality Avionics once again donated a prize for the eagle-eyed walker 
who found the coin. This year it was Zac Emmerton, a Griffith University 
student pilot. After the walk, Zac joined other walkers for a sausage 
sizzle breakfast, prepared by AAC staff Rick Page and Blake Tieken. 
Also helping on the day was first-time FOD walker, Jackson Bird (aged 5), 
who accompanied his father Lachlan. Jackson had the job of distributing 
Freddo Frog chocolates to participants to keep their energy levels high 
till breakfast.

Safety management systems, wellness in the workplace, and awareness 
of human factors in safety were other Airport Safety Week themes. AAC 
thanks all who supported the event and took part.

Noise complaints drop
The latest noise complaint figures from Airservices 
Australia show that complainant numbers relating 
to Archerfield Airport operations are decreasing 
considerably from previous years.

From January to the end of October this year, 
there were 33 complainants. This compares with 
70 complainants during 2018 and 106 in 2017. 
The main noise complaints relate to helicopters 
involved in emergency service operations. 

AAC believes that the introduction in 2015 of a Fly 
Neighbourly program has contributed to the drop 
in noise complaints. The program was a joint 
initiative by AAC and airport operators to minimise 
noise impact on residential neighbours.  
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from the 

GENERAL 
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Welcome Air Archer Café

Daniel and June Cade (pictured) are the qualified chefs behind the new Air 
Archer Café at Archerfield Airport.

Located close to the airport entrance off Beatty Road, the café opened 
mid-year with a new look and an interesting takeaway/a la carte menu. It 
has become a popular meeting place for local businesspeople, both on and 
off airport, with patrons enjoying quality food prepared on the premises, 
full table service, and a friendly, relaxed atmosphere for client meetings.

Daniel is no stranger to Archerfield Airport. He grew up nearby in Moorooka 
and still lives in the suburb. While Daniel’s background is in bulk catering, 
Korean-born June trained as a pastry chef – so it’s not surprising that the 
partnership provides delicious fresh-made desserts and pastries, and highly 
professional inhouse and inflight catering.

The café’s menu also offers some interesting Australian/Korean fusion choices 
as well as traditional café fare. ‘Speciality foods’ include Teriyaki Beef Roll, 
Bibimap (a Korean rice dish), Korean Cheese Dog (a foot long cheese kransky 
sausage served with stir fried kimchi coleslaw) and Bulgogi Burger (featuring 
soy and pear marinated beef atop kimchi). 

The café is open from 7am for breakfast, six days a week; and Daniel and 
June are available to assist with Christmas function catering. 

Hi everyone,

In the last edition I 
touched on the diverse 
business community that we have on Archerfield 
Airport, and the significant contribution that it 
makes to the local economy. 

Recently we have had a specialist economic 
consultant estimate the monetary value of this 
contribution. He has identified that the “economic 
value-added component” (which translates into 
the portion of revenue generated by businesses 
at the airport that pays salaries and buys local 
goods and services) is currently in excess of 
$62.5 million per annum. This contribution to the 
local economy will continue to increase. 

As with all airports, safety is one of our highest 
priorities, so as part of our continuous improvement 
process, we will be reviewing our Safety 
Management System; and as part of this process 
we will welcome the valuable contribution of our 
airport community.

I will be contacting existing members of the 
Safety Management Committee and canvasing 
potential new members for their input early in 
the new year.

On that point, with the end of 2019 fast 
approaching, I would like to wish all of you and 
your families a very merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year.

With regards,

Rod Parry 
General Manager



Storage space

UPDATE – Project AIM
Preliminary reconstruction and geotechnical 
investigations continue in preparation for Project AIM 
(Airside Infrastructure Modernisation), a massive airport 
investment to improve and modernise infrastructure 
at Archerfield Airport.

The $17.5 million project will bring together various 
airside infrastructure improvements foreshadowed in 
the airport’s master plans since 2000. These include 
alterations to the main runway and upgrading of 
associated taxiways and other related infrastructure 
such as lighting and visual aids. 

The airport lighting control equipment, including the 
Aerodrome Frequency Response Unit (AFRU) and 
Pilot Activated Aerodrome Lighting (PAL), will be 
relocated from the terminal building to a new dedicated 
portable building adjacent the fuel farms in the first 
half of next year. 

A new and more efficient generator will also be located 
nearby to replace the airport’s existing, antiquated 
generator that is currently housed alongside the old 
Shell building and has been in operation since the 
early 1970s. The new generator will be installed in 
preparation for the new LED lighting system and will 
provide back-up power for it, the terminal building 
and vehicle gate 1. 

Works associated with extension of the main runway 
itself are expected to commence in the second half 
of next year. To download a copy of the Project AIM 
document, visit Archerfield Airport’s website at  
www.archerfieldairport.com.au.

Welcome AvFuel Services
Archerfield Airport welcomes AvFuel Services, which is now distributing 
VIVA Avgas, VIVA Jet A-1 and Aeroshell lubricants to airport users. 

AvFuel Services operates from 6am to 6pm seven days a week, with 
brand new purpose-built trucks to suit Archerfield’s unique operational 
environment. The new trucks will be limited to a reduced fuel carrying 
capacity to ensure airport pavements are protected from heavy vehicle 
damage until such time the existing taxiways and aprons are strengthened.  

As from Wednesday December 18, the ex VIVA Avgas bowser will 
accept credit cards only and will remain available 24/7. VIVA Sky2Fuel 
cards will still be accepted via Avgas truck delivery, with hours of 
availability increased from the current 10am – 2pm to  8:30am – 3:30pm. 
Jet truck deliveries will remain as they are currently (6am – 6pm).

As an introductory offer over the festive season, AvFuel Services 
will provide a discount of 10 cents/litre for all credit card 
purchases from the ex VIVA Avgas bowser (from Wednesday 
December 18 until the end of January 2020).  

AvFuel Services is in the process of setting up systems for the 
marketing of fuel to customers. Anyone interested in becoming a 
customer may send contact details and anticipated monthly volumes 
to accounts@avfuel.com.au. An AvFuel Services representative will 
be in contact to discuss pricing in the new year when the required 
systems are up and running.

Operating hours over the festive season: VIVA Avgas and VIVA Jet 
A-1 deliveries via truck will be unavailable on Christmas Day, Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day; however a staff member will be on standby 
(0420 634 093) in case of emergency. Standard call-out fees will 
apply during these times. The Avgas bowser will remain available  
24/7 for all credit card purchases.

AAC has engaged OM Civil to undertake works on the airport 
adjacent Ashover Road to create additional sites for storage uses.  

The 300 sites will be available for lease in a similar manner to 
the lease of existing storage sites along Boundary Road adjacent 
the BP truckstop. The works are currently underway and are 

expected to be completed before Christmas. Available site 
sizes will be flexible to suit tenant requirements, with a 
minimum site area of 2,000sq.m. 

For all leasing enquiries, please contact AAC Property 
Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on (07) 3275 8014.

SPOTLIGHT ON: 

POLAIR

Archerfield Airport is one of two locations in South East 
Queensland for the operations of the Queensland Police Air 
Wing, known as POLAIR.

POLAIR is regularly used for a range of aerial law enforcement 
duties such as high-visibility patrols of crime hot-spots, suspect 
vehicle following, tracking vehicle pursuits and evades, searching 
for offenders on foot (in urban and rural areas), missing person 
searches and traffic offence patrols.

Trial operations of a Police Air Wing began late in 2011 as part of 
Queensland Police Service (QPS) measures to address serious 
and violent crime throughout South East Queensland. Permanent 
operations were established in August 2012; and by July 2014, 
POLAIR was flying two Messerschmitt-Bölkow-Blohm Bo 105 
CBS-5s based at Archerfield Airport and the Gold Coast. 

Both machines are fitted with an extensive array of systems that 
enable the aircraft to support ground police units. Systems include 

a Trakkabeam A800 searchlight and a FLIR Systems Electro 
Optics package. 

The POLAIR bases are staffed by an Officer-in-charge and 12 full 
time Tactical Flight Officers (TFOs) with over 200 years of combined 
policing experience. Their varied operational policing experiences 
are drawn from Criminal Investigations Branches, Queensland 
Water Police, Road Policing Unit, Public Safety Response Team, 
Dog Squad Units, Tactical Crime Squads and General Duties 
Police. This wealth of expertise means that POLAIR TFOs are 
extremely well equipped to utilise the aircraft to assist ground 
crews in dynamic and dangerous situations.

Other POLAIR roles include providing a tactical insight of a job 
address prior to crew arrival; hoon patrols; public order and 
out-of-control-event patrols; and management of a visual 
cordon prior to crew attendance to identify fleeing suspects.

According to a QPS spokesperson, Archerfield Airport’s location 
so close to the CBD has allowed POLAIR to operate across the 
region with minimal disruption to the community – and the 
assistance provided by the airport’s Air Traffic Control staff is 
greatly appreciated in helping POLAIR to respond quickly to 
time-critical situations. 
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Hangar 110: Maintenance facility/aircraft storage with offices, 
toilet and a sliding door that converts the hangar into two sections. 
Dimensions: approx. 1200sq.m. site; 29m x 5.3m with cut-out 
roof line for larger aircraft tail of approx. 7.4m.

Building 219A: Well suited to a flying school, this 164sq.m. 
building comprises six offices of varying sizes, a large reception area, 
a large meeting room, a small outdoor area and kitchenette/toilets. 

Student Accommodation - Building 009: A premier site 
adjacent to the airport Terminal Building. AAC invites Expressions 
of Interest to lease the modern facility, which is a state-of-the-art 
student accommodation and training complex. Features: 40 bedrooms 
(some with ensuites), communal dining and recreational facilities, 
breakout study areas, a commercial kitchen, laundry, observation 
deck, and spaces suitable for lectures, pilot briefings and simulators.

Hangar 642: This large steel framed, metal cladded hangar at 
Gruman Place is adjacent to Beatty Rd, with direct access to the 
main runway. Dimensions: approx. 18m x 28m on a 532sq.m. site.

Aeroport 223: An open ended, steel framed and sheeted aeroport. 
Dimensions: 14m x 12m x 3.3m. The 173sq.m. site. has a concrete 
slab hardstand and wire mesh sliding gates with SHS frame. Airside 
access only.

For more information about these and other available sites, 
visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au or call AAC Property 
Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

FOR LEASE
The following is a selection of airport premises now available for lease.

talktower
Fixed wing departures:
•  North and West (205-309), you will be taxied via Bravo to 

hold short of RWY04R awaiting a clearance to cross that 
RWY for RWY04L.

•  South and East, expect departure from RWY04R.

Helicopter departures:
As the Northern Pad is a dependant operation with RWY04R, 
our preference is for departures from the Central Pad. The 
Northern Pad will be available, traffic permitting.

Fixed wing arrivals:
• TVT: expect to join Base RWY04L.
• Goodna: expect to join final RWY04L. 
•  For aircraft parking on the eastern/southern apron, we 

may change you to RWY04R if traffic permits as this 
reduces RWY crossings and taxy times.

• PKR: expect to join final RWY04R.
• TAR: expect to join base RWY04R.

Helicopter arrivals:
Most arrivals can expect the Central Helipad. A request for 
the Northern Pad will be granted if traffic permits. Arrivals 
for other parts of the field will be assessed at inbound call.

For all aircraft, these instructions may change depending on 
traffic in the Control Zone.

If issued with a “Maintain 1500”, do not descend until cleared 
by the tower. 

The preferred RWY for fixed wing circuits is RWY04L. Low 
level and asymmetric circuits are not permitted on the 04’s. 
Helicopter circuit operations are conducted parallel to 
RWY04R, South and East of Taxiway D, not above 800ft 
inside the fixed wing circuit.

Safe Flying,

Brendan Peut
Archerfield Control Tower

Office closure dates
AAC offices will close for the Christmas break from  
12 noon on Friday, December 20 and will reopen at 
8.30am on Thursday, January 2, 2020.

Transition – Archerfield Logistics 
Estate 
AAC is pleased to announce the continued development 
of Transition - Archerfield Logistics Estate (Transition). 

AAC’s vision, as provided in the Master Plan (2017-
2037), is to create a premium industrial estate ideal  
for “last mile” logistics, cold store, aerospace and 
manufacturing businesses. 

Civil infrastructure works will be developed over two 
distinct phases over an anticipated 10 year period. 
Phase 1 works will commence mid-December and are 
expected to be completed by mid-2020. 

Works include the formation of internal roads to join the 
recently completed intersection on Boundary Road, 
along with estate trunk services including NBN and 
landscaping. The works will provide access to approximately 
13ha of benched sites above flood level, well suited for 
industrial and commercial developments. 

The subsequent income generated from Transition will 
assist in facilitating the much-needed renewal and 
development of aviation facilities on the airport itself. For 
further information www.transitionestate.com.au

With summer nearly upon us, it’s time we brushed up on RWY04 procedures for the afternoon sea breeze…


