
Archerfield Airport Airspace Optimisation 
Project wins National Award 
Archerfield Airport’s Airspace Optimisation Project has 
been named Corporate Project of the Year at the Australian 
Airports’ Association (AAA) national awards.

The award recognises project innovation and excellence that provides 
major benefits to an airport’s operations. The Airspace Optimisation 
Project is a credit to the management team at Archerfield Airport 
Corporation (AAC) and Keith Tonkin of Aviation Projects who was 
engaged by AAC to implement the various project phases.

The project involves significant upgrading of the airport’s airspace and 
flight procedures, enabling the safe, efficient operation of all aircraft up 
to performance category C. 

The improvements will ensure that AAC meets increasing demand from 
operators of the larger, higher performance aircraft that currently operate 
from the airport. Archerfield Airport will be able to support aircraft operations 
under instrument meteorological conditions, 24 hours a day, before and 
after the commissioning of Brisbane Airport’s new parallel runway.  
Improvements completed to date include new straight-in instrument 
approaches to runway 10L for up to performance category C aircraft; 
less restrictive standard instrument departure ceiling and visibility 
requirements; adding a broadcast capability to the automatic weather 
station and a webcam that live streams the current weather situation at 
the airport.

The project continues to be rolled out in 2018. Initiatives include optimising 
the existing approach to runway 28R; upgrading the approach to runway 
10L for use by performance category C aircraft; implementing and 
protecting category C circling areas; introducing Baro-VNAV approaches 
to runway 10L/28R (due for flight validation in February) and other measures 
such as reducing airport obstacles and protection of the airspace.

Turn over to read about Open  
House 2017 at Archerfield Airport.

Above: The Roulettes on show. (Photo by Wayne Bass).
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Airport GM Heather Mattes and Keith Tonkin with the 
AAA award.



Archerfield Eagles ‘soar’
As a major sponsor of the recent LifeFlight Charity Golf Day at St Lucia Golf 
Course, Archerfield Airport was well represented in the competition by its 
team, the ‘Archerfield Eagles’ (from left), Keith Tonkin, Aviation Projects; 
Jess Salmon, LifeFlight; Corrie Metz, AAC; John Buckby, Aviation Medical 
Rescue and Retrieval; and Bill Mattes, QGAir. 

This event has been well organised for decades by Aviation Insurance, and once again was 
strongly supported. Unfortunately the Eagles’ golf clubs let them down this year (that’s their 
story!), however they soldiered on after a shotgun start, soaring to successfully avoid winning 
the last place ‘wooden spoon’. Thank you to everyone who supported this fun event and 
the vital work of LifeFlight, a member of the Archerfield Airport ‘family’.

As 2017 comes to an end, I would like to 
thank you for all your support during the 
year and wish you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

We are excited and proud of the highlights 
and achievements during the year 
topped off by our first major national 
corporate award. Our fantastic staff 
have done an outstanding job again 
working so hard, and we really value 
their services and support. Don and his 
team of groundsmen David, Dan, Col, 
Jaimie and Norm continually turn the 
airport out as a showpiece of excellence. 

Congratulations to Jan Nixon after  
20 years and Jess Handley after 10 years 
working at the airport; and Claudia, Rhys 
and Sebastian, for all their support, 
excellent work and customer service. 
We farewelled Sheryl and wish her all 
the very best in her new role, while 
Donna Rohweder joined us this year and 
is the fantastic smiley face of reception 
and customer service. 

The Airspace Optimisation Project  
won an outstanding national award at 
the AAA conference in Adelaide. The 
project marks the start of a new era of 
modernisation at Archerfield Airport and 
will ensure the airport’s sustainability and 
improved performance into the future.

This award reflects the direction of 
Archerfield Airport as Brisbane’s 
metropolitan airport, and we acknowledge 
the professional role played by Keith 
Tonkin and his company Aviation 
Projects in ensuring that AAC creates  
a new chapter of aviation growth.

Safe landings. Merry Christmas and  
best wishes for a prosperous New Year. 
See you in 2018.

Heather Mattes 
General Manager

A message from the 

GENERAL MANAGER

RQAC/AAA/ATAE pilot logbooks and student 
records available
Pilot Partners currently have RQAC/AAA pilot logbooks removed from the Royal 
Queensland Aero Club, AAA and ATAE when they went into administration. Pilots 
wishing to retrieve their logbook can contact Thomas Kennedy at Pilot Partners  
on 07-3023 1300 or TKennedy@pilotpartners.com.au. Students should contact 
Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) about their student records which were 
handed over to ASQA by Pilot Partners.

(L to R) Trish Curry from Basair and Jessica Simpson from LifeFlight have some fun 
at Brisbane Open House with Sheryl de Bruyn and Donna Rohweder from AAC.

The Roulettes in action. (Photo by Wayne Bass).



All about air traffic control
Archerfield Airport operates 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week under a voluntary Fly 
Neighbourly Program and air traffic control 
services provided by Airservices Australia.

For many people, airport towers and air traffic control  
are something of a mystery – so if you are interested in 
knowing how air traffic works, visit Airservices’ website 
and download its very informative Guide to our operations 
www.aircraftnoiseinfo.bksv.com/archerfield/intro/

Open house at  
Archerfield Airport 2017
Some 3,000 people poured into Archerfield Airport 
on October 7 for a very successful Brisbane Open 
House 2017.

This popular annual event highlights Brisbane’s varied architecture 
and is an opportunity to visit places that are not generally 
accessible to the public – like the heritage-rich hangars and 
buildings of Archerfield Airport which has been part of the city 
landscape since the 1930s.

This year, the RAAF Roulettes aerobatic display team 
demonstrated why it is world renowned for formation flying, 
complementing a host of static displays, stalls and 
demonstrations across the airport. Guided airside bus tours 
ran non-stop, while visitors and airport tenants alike enjoyed 
many free activities and donned aviation-themed attire to 
celebrate the history and future of aviation in Brisbane.

AAC thanks all the helpers, volunteers, supporters and tenants 
who made the day such a success. Special thanks go to 
Indooroopilly State High School, Basair Aviation College, 
Aviation Projects, QGAir Rescue 500, Australian Aviation 
Historical Society, V2 Helicopters, LifeFlight, Brisbane Airport 
Rotary Club, RAAF Roulettes, Griffith University, University of 
Southern Queensland, Australian Air League, Archerfield Jet Base 
and FBO, Altitude Aviation and Empty Jets, Warbird Aviation, 
Fighter Pilot Adventure Flights, Southern Skies Aviation, Flight 
One, 219 SQN AAFC, Queensland Fire & Emergency Services, 
Wayne Bass Photographer and Friends of God’s Acre Cemetery. 

Bottom left: The terminal building attracted many visitors. 
(Photo by Wayne Bass).
Bottom right: Historic warbirds and the RAAF Roulettes 
featured on the day. (Photo by Nick Bamber, RPS).

New airport café opens
LEPIG Café opened its doors at Archerfield Airport recently, 
just in time to offer Christmas function catering services.  
The café (at the previous café location near the main gates) 
opens from 6.30am to 3pm Monday to Friday. It has a wide 
selection of home-baked sweets, fresh sandwiches, hot food 
and Vietnamese fare including noodles, salads and baguettes. 
LEPIG will close on December 22 and reopen on January 2. 
For catering information, call Duan Le on 0432 717 889.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS:
Fuel spills are a serious issue. They risk contamination of soil 
and groundwater, and damage asphalt pavements. Fuel spills 
and oil-based leaks expose the surface to hydrocarbons 
causing softening of the asphalt binder. This in turn causes 
deterioration of the asphalt pavement surface and increases 
the risk of loose material being ingested into aircraft engines. 
Appropriate measures must be taken to avoid contamination 
and to prevent damage to asphalt surfaces. Spills must be 
reported to AAC. 

Outback Air Race 2018
Archerfield Airport will host the start of the 2018 
Outback Air Race (OAR) next August.

This unique event, held every three years to support the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS), is a GPS-based navigation time 
trial over remote Australia. Nominations are now open – and 
prospective sponsors are particularly welcome!

The OAR leaves Archerfield Airport on Sunday, August 19 and 
finishes in Broome, WA, on August 31. Competitors stay overnight 
in Bundaberg, Longreach, Mount Isa, Adels Grove, Daly Waters, 
Katherine/Tindal, Kununurra and Broome.

The race has been held since 1996 and tests pilots’ basic 
navigational and planning skills. Next year, up to 60 participants 
in 30 aircraft are expected to enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime 
experience and add to the $2 million raised so far for the RFDS. 

If you’re up for this aviation challenge, visit www.outbackairrace.
com.au; if you’re interested in sponsorship, email sponsorship@
outbackairrace.com.au.



If you would like to receive future editions of  
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email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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Archerfield

Building 025: Features six large and small offices, 
boardroom, reception, deck and direct airside access.  
Site area is 1,058sq.m.

Building 621: Refurbished offices (approx. 138.5sq.m.) 
and warehouse (approx. 138.5sq.m.) on Lores Bonney Dve 
suitable for aviation or non-aviation business. Designated 
car park spaces are available at additional cost.

Hangar 235A: Modern hangar with concrete end partition 
walls and double sliding doors each side and personnel 
access door (airside) - 15m x 12.4m x 3.6m (clearance). 
Permitted use: Hangarage and own maintenance 
(specifically excludes all other uses).

Hangar 104: Steel hangar (150sq.m.) in Ditchmen Ave. 
Excellent condition and close to main runway. Dimensions: 
external - 14.5m x 10m; internal - 13.5m x 9m

Building 20: Recently refurbished stand-alone offices 
(229sq.m.) just off Beatty Rd near the Terminal Building. 
Highly suitable corporate location for up to 15 staff. Access 
to major arterial roads and close to aviation and training 
related businesses. 

Building 660: Tidy metal industrial shed off Mortimer Rd 
(12m x 15m x 4.6m; 6m x 12m open side awnings at each 
sidewall). Zoned General Industry. Fenced yard (for parking). 
Access to Beaudesert, Ipswich and Granard Rds. 

For more details, visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au 
or call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 
07 3275 8000.

FOR LEASE

Safety focus

talktower
Recently AAC organised a Foreign Object Debris 
(FOD) walk down Runway 28 Right. It was 
refreshing to see how clear the runway was of 
debris. Any small item can be picked up by a 
propeller or ingested into the opening of a jet 
engine. 

Over the years, Archerfield Tower controllers have 
received reports or observed objects dropped on 
runways. The objects must be retrieved by Archerfield 
ground staff and have included such items as document 
folders, wallets, sunglasses, key rings, fuel dip rods, fuel 
drains, wrenches and screw drivers, tie down stakes 
and fuel and oil caps – just to name a few. Some of 
these items have the potential to cause damage to a 
fast-moving aircraft or result in fuel or oil depletion. The 
items can also close a runway until they are collected. 

Pilots should cross check fuel and oil caps and run a 
mental check on all their belongings before taxiing to 
ensure that items have not been left on the wing or 
fuselage to be lost during take-off. 

Until next time, stay safe.

George Lane
Manager, Archerfield Control Tower 

Airport Safety Week
Airport Safety Week… what a great success 
again at Archerfield Airport. AAC thanks all 
airport tenants who participated in this 
national event in October. In one of several 
activities, Archerfield Airport Head Foreman, 
Don Foy, and Basair Aviation College Safety 
Officer, Shane Fox, presented a toolbox talk in 
the Terminal Building lounge to discuss the 
importance of wearing Personal Protective 
Equipment. Other focus topics during the 
week included wildlife hazard management, 
the airport’s environmental management plan 
and ways to develop a stronger safety culture 
on airport. Well done all participants.


