
A message from the General Manager

congratulations Don

newsletter
Summer 2012

Corrie Metz, General Manager

Here we are again at year's end. It is becoming way too common to say how 
quickly the time is passing, but I guess that is also a function of how busy we all 
are. This year is certainly no different. It has been a very busy year.  

The weather has been much kinder to us this year than last, and this allowed us 
some breathing space to get the grass runways serviceable. I must thank all those 
who provided positive feedback on the grass runways. We are trialling a new 
method for maintaining serviceability on 04R/22L, and we will be able to do a 
direct comparison with 04L/22R which has been maintained by traditional 
methods.

We are also trialling a new grass. It's a hard-wearing, deep-rooting, drought-
resistant grass that will be laid over the area of Taxiway Foxtrot which is closed in 
preparation for the trial. I will keep you abreast of the progress of that trial.

This year has seen an increase in the level of fly in fly out (FIFO) traffic, with 
regular charters taking miners to various sites around the state. I have been 
receiving a number of queries relating to new FIFO operations, and I believe this 
area will continue to grow. Several projects have been completed this year – the 
most notable is the new Aviall building which makes a great addition to the main 
entrance of the airport. Emergency Management Queensland (EMQ) too has a 
new facility which includes fantastic sleeping accommodation for their hard-
working emergency crews. We are very fortunate to have so many quality tenants 
like Aviall and EMQ.

An improvement in the economic climate has also seen an increase in movement 
numbers. Although there have been quiet periods, movement numbers are up on 
last year. I expect that those improved figures will also be reflected in other areas 
such as maintenance, fuel and spare parts. Let's hope this upward trend 
continues next year.

Finally, on behalf of Archerfield Airport Corporation, I would like to thank all 
tenants and customers and wish everyone a very happy and safe festive season.   
I look forward to working with you all again next year.

Congratulations to Archerfield Airport's Foreman, Don 
Foy, who was chosen from a field of 40 nominees to be 
named Australian Airports Employee of the Year.

The announcement was made recently at the National 
Airport Industry Awards Dinner, hosted in Melbourne by 
the Australian Airports Association (AAA). The AAA 
represents major airports and aerodromes Australia-
wide, and its Annual National Conference is the premier 
get-together of aviation interests throughout Australia.

Don joined the Federal Airports Corporation as a 
groundsman at Archerfield in 1989. He brought personal 
qualities of reliability, integrity, diligence and sensibility 
to the complexities of a GAAP (General Aviation 
Aerodrome Procedures) environment. He applied himself 
to learning the technical contexts of his workplace, and 
he quickly assumed a leadership role within the 
Archerfield ground-staff team.

Don was appointed Works Foreman when control of 
Archerfield transferred from the Federal Airports 
Corporation to Archerfield Airport Corporation in 1998. 
Since then, he has been integral to the programs of 
rehabilitation, re-instatement and augmentation that 
have been initiated by successive Airport General 
Managers.

Management decisions are guided by Don's discernment. 
He is a litmus test for cost-benefit analysis. He has firm 
social relationships with external contractors, yet he 
demands the highest quality of performance and value 
from everyone who is involved in his work programs.  

Don Foy represents the often unheralded facilitators that 
are embedded in airports throughout Australia. We at 
Archerfield are privileged to enjoy his involvement with 
our aspirations and are thrilled that he was awarded 
Australian Airports Employee of the Year.

AAT hearing
The approval of Archerfield Airport's Master Plan by the 
Federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, Anthony 
Albanese, has been challenged by the Archerfield Airport 
Chamber of Commerce Incorporated. Discussions are 
currently underway, with the issue expected to proceed to 
a hearing by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

Experimental works are underway at Archerfield to improve the 
performance and maintenance of the grass runways and taxiways.

In a similar fashion to the 1974 floods, the floods of 2011 (in conjunction 
with prolonged periods of heavy rain from 2010 to 2012) caused significant 
erosion and degradation of the grass runways complex. Continued rain 
prevented reconstruction works throughout this period, rendering the grass 
runways and taxiways unserviceable for all but two weeks between 
December 2010 and September 2012. 

After a period of improved weather plus hard work by ground-staff and 
external contractors, runway 04R/22L was finally reopened on September 7 
this year, to the relief of the flying schools. Works on runway 04L/22R PTO 
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(the runway inundated by floods) were completed on  October 6. 

These works cost in excess of $70,000 and included the importation of over 
1000 tonnes of decomposed granite to fix the scoured out sections. A 60m 
cement-stabilized deco section was also constructed near the 04R 
threshold. This section will be trialled over the coming months in an 
attempt to divert water and alleviate washouts that occur during heavy 
downpours. 

AAC is also experimenting with different types of hard-wearing and 
drought-tolerant grasses on Taxiway Foxtrot, which is expected to be closed 
until mid 2013 or once the grasses have re-established. Depending on the 
success of the trials, these grasses may be used to cover parts of the 
existing runway strips, the proposed realigned strips or those taxiways that 
attract heavy usage, in an attempt to further reduce the scouring effects of 
propwash and heavy rainfalls. 

AAC apologises for any inconvenience that these works may cause and 
advises aircraft operators to seek alternative access to the grass strips 
whilst Foxtrot is closed.

AAC is working with Brisbane City Council (BCC) and the State and 
Commonwealth governments to improve the roads surrounding the 
airport. 

Hansen Yuncken has been engaged to undertake road works along 
Boundary Road at the north west of the airport to improve traffic flows and 
provide access to the new airport estate, TRANSITION Archerfield Logistics 
Estate. 

With the Commonwealth's approval, AAC will dedicate a strip of land along 
the entirety of Boundary Road, enabling BCC's 2025 design guidelines for a 
four-lane road. In addition, AAC will contribute in excess of $3.5 million to 
infrastructure works for surrounding road improvements.  

Hansen Yuncken will commence construction of the improvements to 
Boundary Road in January 2013. The works are expected to be completed 
by April 2013 and will consist of widening Boundary Road at the 
intersection of the new Transition Drive. They will include a new signalised 
intersection, turning lanes, medians, landscaping, signage and linemarking. 

The existing overhead power lines will be relocated underground and new 
road lighting installed. The relocation of the high pressure gas main to the 
verge of the widened road has already been completed. The design is 
depicted below.

The works, in conjunction with the new TRANSITION estate, will deliver a 
new business community, contributing to the economic growth of the 

infrastructure upgrades 
   to surrounding roads 

AAA appointment
Corrie Metz, Peter Pallot and Rob Porter.

The General Manager of Archerfield Airport, Corrie Metz, is 
the newly appointed Secretary of the Queensland Division of 
the Australian Airports Association (AAA).

Corrie brings a wealth of administrative experience to the 
position and will assist the new Chair of the Queensland 
Division, Peter Pallot of Sunshine Coast Airport. Peter is also 
the AAA Board representative for Queensland, while Rob 
Porter of Mackay Airport is the new Alternate Director.

Exercise 'Fireball'
Emergency exercises, both field and tabletop, are a vital 
aspect of airport risk management – so it was great to 
see how well prepared the local agencies are to deal 
with an emergency when they responded to an on-
airport 'crash' in November. 

Tabletop emergency exercise 'Fireball' created a scenario 
involving a refuelling tanker and an aircraft carrying nine 
passengers. As well as providing an opportunity to test 
emergency response procedures, this exercise proved to 
be a valuable training exercise for all local emergency 
response agencies, which were well represented on the 
day. 

The next field exercise will be in November 2013.

region and underwriting 
much needed renewal 
and development of 
aviation facilities on the 
airport itself.

Signage and traffic 
controllers will be 
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works to coordinate 
traffic flows.
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Archerfield Airport plays a key role 
in the story of Lores Bonney, the 
first woman to fly solo from 
Australia to England. 

It was from Archerfield in 1933 
that Bonney set off on a 20,000km 

flight to England aboard her De Havilland DH-60G Gipsy Moth, 'My Little 
Ship'. Bonney was also the first woman to circumnavigate Australia by air; 
and in 1937 she became the first person to fly from Australia to South 
Africa. For that flight, she flew a Klemm 32 named 'My Little Ship II' which 
unfortunately was lost in a hangar fire at Archerfield Airport in 1939. Lores 
Bonney Drive at the airport is named to honour these remarkable 
achievements of the 1930s.

While overshadowed by other female pilots of her era, Lores Bonney is now 
receiving well-deserved formal recognition. She was recently inducted into 
the Australian Aviation Hall of Fame, and is the subject of a research project 
by the National Library of Australia. 

Researcher and writer, Kristen Alexander, has been commissioned to write 
an account of Bonney for the Library's Collection Highlight Series, focusing 
on items held in the library's collection; in particular her 1933 and 1937 
flight diaries. 

Kristen is keen to hear from anyone who knew or met Lores Bonney and is 
willing to share personal memories, anecdotes, photos or documents. 
Kristen can be contacted at alexfax@alexanderfaxbooksellers.com.au or at 
PO Box 446, Mawson, ACT, 2607.

Aviall Australia Pty Ltd, a long-term tenant of Archerfield 
Airport, is settling in well at its new $1.1 million complex, 
purpose-built by AAC on a site fronting Ditchmen 
Avenue.

The company moved into the larger premises mid-year, 
taking advantage of extensive warehouse space and 
modern offices to introduce a new warehouse system to 
streamline the business. US-based Aviall, part of the 
Boeing Company, is one of the world's largest providers 
of aviation parts. At the Archerfield facility alone, Aviall 
stocks more than 20,000 line items and supplies parts to 
both small operators and larger airlines in NSW and 
Queensland.

According to Aviall's Queensland Sales Manager, Bob 
Armstrong, there have been significant efficiency gains 
since moving into the new premises. Components are 
picked and packed quicker, which means less waiting 
time for customers.

"We are very pleased with the new warehouse," he said. 
"We've been operating at Archerfield for more than 20 
years, and this modern facility coupled with our new 
system will certainly cater for ongoing business growth."

Aviall sources components from more than 235 
manufacturers, and operates customer service centres in 
Europe, the USA and the Asia-Pacific region. The 
company also manufactures aircraft hoses. 

Lores Bonney(from Pioneer Aviator: The Remarkable 
Life of Lores Bonney by Terry Gwynn-Jones)

AECOM recently conducted a comprehensive inspection of Archerfield's runway, 
taxiway and apron pavements, and reported to AAC on the current and future 
maintenance requirements and options to cater for larger aircraft in the future.

A number of test bores were taken for laboratory analysis, Heavy Weight 
Deflectometer testing was carried out, and visual inspections were made. 
Pavement works on Taxiway Alpha and crack-sealing of the 10/28 runways have 
already occurred following this work.

Many of the aircraft at Archerfield Airport are at least 30 
years old (some are up to 60 years old) and reflect the 
manufacturing standard of their times. 

From the fifties to the early eighties, asbestos was a 
common manufacturing material in Western countries. 
Asbestos is still mined and used in manufacturing in 
many Asian countries, particularly China and Taiwan. 

Maintenance staff should be aware that asbestos or 
asbestos-containing materials or products could be used 
in any area of an aircraft that requires thermal, chemical 
or acoustic insulation. To ensure that asbestos fibres do 
not become airborne and pose a health risk, it is 
essential that safe work practices are in place when 
carrying out any work where there is asbestos.

For further information about legal and safety 
requirements relating to asbestos management, contact 
the Queensland Government's Workplace Health and 
Safety Queensland. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the public forum at Souths Sports Club 
at Acacia Ridge following the November meeting of the Community Aviation 
Consultation Group (CACG). AAC appreciates the varying points of view 
expressed by a wide cross-section of the community in relation to airport 
management issues. Input from people with an interest in the airport is a 
valuable element of the Corporation's planning process.

CACG open forum

pavement audit report
asbestos alert

Aviall Update
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We are interested in your feedback on our newsletter.                               
Please forward any comments to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au

Archerfield Airport Corp.
PO Box 747
ARCHERFIELD Q 4108

P (07) 3275 8000
F (07) 3275 8001
E aac@archerfieldairport.com.auwww.archerfieldairport.com.au

contact us
talktower 

for lease
The following properties at Archerfield Airport are available for lease:

Hangar 657 – This hangar is ideal for hangarage/own maintenance on aircraft 
or a small manufacturing business requiring airside access. The site is 
750sq.m., and the hangar is approximately 29m by 16m. Features: Hangar 
doors approx. 4m in height, internal offices, approx. 11m depth, three-phase 
power, high bay lights, steel frame, excellent height and accessibility, road 
access to Rockwell Drive.

Building 618 – This 3142sq.m. warehouse and office building is in a prime 
location on Lores Bonney Drive. Offices are refurbished and air-conditioned. 
Features: 318sq.m. of warehouse, two container height roller doors, more 
than 5m height clearspan metal clad shed , great signage opportunity and 
good access to Ipswich, Beaudesert and Granard Roads.

Building 030 – This property has a footprint area of 60sq.m. and comprises an 
air-conditioned demountable office offering basic standard accommodation 
including bathroom. The office has power, water and sewer connected.

Hangar 005 –  This older style metal clad hangar building in Qantas Avenue  
has an igloo central bay and skillion side annex roof configuration.        
Features: approx. 1,825sq.m, excellent height and accessibility,reception/ 
kitchenette/offices/workbays, front roller door, singular aircraft capacity of 
approx. 32m, hangar doors (approx. 6m), and airside access to runway aprons.

Annex B, Hangar 005B – Situated in Qantas Avenue, this 450sq.m. steel 
structure comprises offices and warehouse, with roller door entrance on the 
side of the annex. The building includes power and computer connection, 
kitchen, toilets and shower.

For all leasing inquiries, please call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier 
on 07 3275 8000.

Pilots who fly regularly at Archerfield are probably 
aware of recent increased helicopter activity. This is 
made up of training operations and helicopters 
departing on rescue missions and scenic flights. 

Pilots flying fixed wing aircraft should remain vigilant 
and listen out on frequency to maintain situational 
awareness of rotary wing traffic that may be operating 
in the Area Alpha or Bravo, or conducting specific 
operations such as auto-rotate practice from overhead 
the airfield.

While the visibility from a helicopter is normally better 
than from a fixed wing, some helicopters are slower 
than normal training aircraft and may be passed by 
fixed wing aircraft departing the circuit or when 
inbound from the training area. Fixed wing pilots may 
also be given traffic on helicopters that have been 
cleared to cross their runway at the midfield position 
not below 500 feet as their aircraft is cleared for take-
off or landing. In the event of a go-around or a 
maximum performance take-off, this traffic information 
will be significant for both pilots. 

The different types of aircraft now operating at 
Archerfield provide an interesting operating 
environment. However, the increased complexity of the 
traffic picture requires constant vigilance both in the air 
and when taxying.

Until next time… safe flying.

George Lane                                                                                                              
Tower Manager,  Archerfield  
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