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Welcome new GM
Archerfield Airport welcomes its new General Manager, Rod 
Parry (pictured).

A former CEO of Hobart International Airport, Mr Parry brings to 
the role more than 22 years of executive leadership experience 
in the aviation industry. 

Mr Parry has held management positions with Cathay Pacific 
Airways in Hong Kong, Hong Kong’s Airport Authority, Qatar 
Airways in Qatar, and GMR Airports in India. He was General 
Manager, Operations and Planning for Hobart International 
Airport before his appointment as Airport CEO – a position he 
held for over seven years. In that role, Mr Parry was responsible 
for overhauling strategy and operations to enhance airport growth.

During his time at Hobart International Airport, Mr Parry’s team 
secured funding for the airport’s runway extension and implemented 
an eight-year capital investment works program. Since August 
2017, Mr Parry has provided consultancy services to the aviation 
sector as Principal and Director of MW&M Consulting Pty Ltd.

Mr Parry said he was looking forward to the challenge of 
guiding the next major stage of development at Archerfield 
Airport. 

The airport’s current modernisation investment involves some 
$17.5 million worth of planned improvements to ensure 
Archerfield continues as Brisbane’s metropolitan airport and 
the State’s key centre for flight training and aeromedical/
emergency services.

Project AIM 
AAC is preparing to implement Project AIM (Airside 
Infrastructure Modernisation) which brings together various 
airside infrastructure improvements foreshadowed in the 
airport’s master plans since 2000.

The project comprises alterations to the main runway and 
upgrading of associated taxiways and other related infrastructure 
such as lighting and visual aids. The initiatives represent a $17.5 
million investment to improve and modernise infrastructure, thereby 
ensuring that Archerfield Airport continues to play a support role 
to Brisbane Airport well into the future.

The works associated with lengthening the main runway (which 
required a Major Development Plan to be developed and made 
available for public comment) recently received approval by the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Federal Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport and Regional Development, Michael McCormack. 

In a letter to AAC, the Minister said: “It is pleasing to see the 
airport’s facilities being modernised, with safety as a core 
principle in the proposed airfield works. I am pleased to advise I 
have approved the dMDP in accordance with section 94(2) of the 
Airports Act 1996.”

AAC is currently investigating financially viable construction 
methods and staging options that will minimise the time required 
for complete closure of the main runway. Funding is also being 
sought for various aspects of the Project AIM works. 

While the timing of the work will depend on the outcome of 
preliminary investigations and discussions with CASA, Airservices 
Australia and airport operations, AAC anticipates that the initial 
phases of construction will start in the first half of next year. 

To download a copy of the Project AIM document (incorporating 
the final MDP), visit Archerfield Airport’s website at www.
archerfieldairport.com.au.



Report fire ants
Airport tenants are encouraged to contact AAC asap if they suspect fire 
ants on or near their premises. Nests are dome-shaped mounds up to 
40cm high with no clear entrance. They are usually in open areas, but can 
also be next to, or under, timber, logs, rocks or bricks.

FunFlight flies from Archerfield
Royal Queensland Aero Club (RQAC) recently 
organised their first FunFlight Day from Archerfield 
Airport, helping to bring joy to local families facing 
adversity. 

FunFlight is a nation-wide initiative which has 
flown more than 12,000 passengers since it was 
established in 2007. This year’s Brisbane event 
was enjoyed by about 80 passengers. The joy 
flights are a way for families dealing with a range 
of challenges to forget their issues for a day and 
experience the thrill of flying.

RQAC organised six pilots and their aircraft, as well 
as a host of on-the-ground volunteers, to ensure 
the day ran smoothly. AAC waived fees for the day.

A message  
from the 

GENERAL 
MANAGER

SPOTLIGHT ON: 

Basair

Basair is the largest flying college in Australia, and Archerfield Airport’s 
major flight training provider.

The college’s Archerfield campus was established in 2014 and has grown to 
become its biggest base ahead of Bankstown and Cessnock. Approximately 
80 local and international students are currently enrolled at the campus, 
studying and flying under the supervision of 15 highly qualified instructors. 

Basair’s current fleet at Archerfield Airport totals 26 and comprises Cessna 
152s, 172s and 206s, Piper Archers, Piper Seminoles, a Decathlon and a 
Beechcraft Baron. Nationally, Basair operates about 80 aircraft, the third 
largest commercial fleet in Australia, behind only QANTAS and Virgin Blue.

With a strong national reputation for high quality flight training and courses 
designed inhouse by experienced aviation professionals, Basair was selected 
by Griffith University to be its only approved flight school in Brisbane. This 
significantly expanded the college’s on-airport ‘footprint’.

The courses offered cater to students studying for commercial pilot licences, 
multi-engine endorsements, instrument and instructor ratings. Basair’s 
structured competency-based curriculum means students typically achieve 
a commercial pilot licence in 42 weeks. Basair graduates can be found the 
world over, flying with more than 50 airlines. 

For people considering an aviation career, Basair offers a one-hour trial 
instructional flight at Archerfield Airport. For the undecided, this is an 
opportunity to take control of an aircraft during flight (under the supervision 
of a CASA approved Flight Instructor) and have all queries answered 
before committing to study.

Basair is a proud member of Archerfield Airport’s supportive, tight-knit 
community.

Hi everyone

Thank you for the warm 
welcome that you have 
shown me. It’s an exciting time to be here at 
Archerfield Airport.

I have now been in this role for a number of 
weeks, and although still very much the new 
boy, I’m getting a handle on how this place works.  

Like all airports, Archerfield is a complex business. 
We have a vibrant community with close to 100 
diverse businesses operating on the precinct, 
providing approximately 450 jobs. On top of this, 
we estimate 400 students per annuum in the 
various flight colleges and training schools.

This means that the effect of all the businesses 
at Archerfield Airport creates a significant piece 
of economic infrastructure for Brisbane that we 
should be proud of.

This will only increase in importance as we deliver 
the new physical infrastructure detailed in the 
Master Plan and Project AIM MDP, which will 
give you the opportunity to grow your business 
further over the next decade.   

With regards,

Rod Parry 
General Manager



ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Congratulations!
Congratulations to AAC Airport Ground Staff Corey Scott, 
David Clarke and Jaimie Harrison who have successfully 
completed training programs to gain further skills and 
knowledge about aerodrome operations.

Tom Skorzewski from JASKO Airport Services (right) recently 
presented certificates to acknowledge the achievements. 
Corey and Jaimie completed a course in Aerodrome Reporting 
Officer and Works Safety Officer while David received a 
Certificate III in Aviation (Aerodrome Operations).

The three staff members thanked AAC for the opportunity for 
further study and are looking forward to being able to apply 
their news skills at Archerfield Airport on a daily basis.

Space age theme  
for cadets
Cadets of the Forest Lake Squadron 
of the Australian Air League may be 
far too young to remember the Moon 
Landing, but they shouldn’t forget the 
50th anniversary of this historic event 
in a hurry.

While participating in recent workshops at Archerfield Airport 
to learn more about the lunar landing and the Saturn 5 
Rocket, the cadets were visited by ‘Star Wars’ character 
Darth Vader and some of his Storm Troopers (pictured). 

The unusual visitors from the Redback Garrison – 501st 
Legion added to the space-age theme of the event by 
checking cadets’ membership cards on arrival at the hangar. 
The more serious side of the workshops involved addressing 
challenges for today’s space industry, such as designing a 
space craft to carry 300 passengers to Mars, then pitching 
designs to industry mentors from Boeing Defence.

The Australian Air League is a youth organisation (from eight 
to 18 years) which encourages an interest in aviation as a 
career or hobby. The Forest Lake Squadron has more than 
20 cadets who meet regularly at Southern Skies Aviation at 
Archerfield Airport. 

Scholarship partnership
AAC will provide funding next year for the 
inaugural H.C. Brinsmead Scholarship 
offered at Griffith University.

The scholarship will honour the pioneering 
work of Australia’s Civil Aviation Authority 

led by Horace Brinsmead (pictured) after World War 1. It  
will be awarded to a Griffith Bachelor of Aviation or Bachelor 
of Aviation Management student.

The scholarship will provide the selected student with a 
$4,000 cash scholarship. AAC has agreed to provide 
additional scholarships in 2021 and 2022.

While not a pilot, Brinsmead was keenly interested in aviation. 
In 1920, he was appointed Controller of the newly created 
Civil Aviation Branch of the Department of Defence – a position 
he held until 1933. In that time, Brinsmead established the 
world-class safety framework that continues to underpin the 
endeavours of both CASA and Airservices Australia. 

To be eligible for the scholarship, a student must be an 
Australian citizen or permanent resident, and enrolled 
full-time at Griffith University. Applications close on  
Friday, March 1, 2020. For enquiries, email m.brazier@
griffith.edu.au.

Premier site available
One of Archerfield Airport’s key facilities, a state-of-the-art 
student accommodation and training complex, is now 
available for lease.

AAC is inviting Expressions of Interest to lease Building 9, 
adjacent to the airport’s Terminal Building. The modern 
complex features 40 bedrooms (some with ensuites), 
communal dining and recreational facilities, breakout study 
areas, a commercial kitchen, laundry, observation deck, and 
spaces suitable for lectures, pilot briefings and simulators.

Just 11km from Brisbane CBD, the facility is ideal for 
domestic and international students in the aviation and 
aerospace sectors, aeromedical and emergency service 
providers, and mining and resources companies.

For more information, contact AAC on 07-3275 8000 or 
email: Claudia@archerfieldairport.com.au.

Fuel spills on airport are a serious issue. They risk contamination 
of soil and surface water, and damage asphalt pavements. 

Fuel spills and oil-based leaks expose the surface to hydrocarbons, 
causing softening of the asphalt binder. This in turn causes 

deterioration of the asphalt pavement surface and can contribute 
towards an increased risk of foreign object debris (FOD). 
Appropriate measures must be taken to avoid contamination and 
to prevent damage to asphalt surfaces. All spills must be reported 
to AAC.



If you would like to receive future editions of  
this newsletter electronically, please send an  
email to aac@archerfieldairport.com.au with  
the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line, or  
contact our office on (07) 3275 8000.
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Hangar 117: Situated on a 330sq.m. site on Ditchman Ave, this steel 
hangar close to the main runway has a small storage room, bi-fold 
doors, and airside/landside access. Dimensions: 22.5m length, 12.5m 
width / 3.5m height lowest - 4 m highest to apex.

Hangar 634 and concrete hardstand: This steel hangar with 
airside access is in excellent condition and located on a 1,243sq.m. 
site off Lores Bonney Dve (Mortimer Rd Precinct). Dimensions: 30m x 
15m x 6m on 493sq.m; concrete hardstand area of 750sq.m. for 
aircraft storage only. 

Hangar 400: The 3,272sq.m site in Wirraway Ave has landside/
airside access and direct taxiway/runway access. It features a building 
area of approx. 2,151sq.m comprising ground level office (244sq.m.), 
mezzanine (236sq.m) and workshop (1,671sq. m). Also includes toilets/ 
shower, kitchen, airconditioning, tool workshop area and carparking. 
Uses include: administration and storage and maintenance of aircraft.    

Building 020: This recently refurbished stand-alone office/
administration building is near the Terminal Building in the heart of the 
airport just off Beatty Rd. It is a suitable corporate location capable of 
accommodating up to 15 staff (229sq.m with six offices of varying sizes). 
Surrounding uses include aviation and training related businesses 
associated with the airport. 

Aeroport 227: Located at the northern end of the airport, this 
aeroport (hardstand with central concrete and gravelled sides) is for 
hangarage only. Dimensions: Site area of 180sq.m. with airside access 
only; 14m x 10m x 3m height top to ceiling with 4m height to apex.

For more information about these and other available sites, 
visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au or call AAC Property 
Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

FOR LEASE
The following is a selection of airport premises now available for lease.

talktower
Remotely Piloted Air Systems (RPAS)/Drones:  
Where can’t I fly around Archerfield?

If you own a drone, it is important to know the rules. No-one 
wants to be faced with fines or the possibility of jail time. 

Before flying your drone, take the time to search the CASA 
website for the CASA approved drone safety apps (www.
casa.gov.au). The apps provide information regarding 
locations where you can safely fly.

RPAS/Drones are not allowed to be flown within 3NM (5.5km) 
of the aerodrome, without approval. If you wish to fly a 
drone within 3NM or at an altitude above 400ft (120m), then 
you need to forward an application to the CASA RPAS 

Office for assessment. Some operations are unable to be 
approved due to their nature or the proximity to the aerodrome. 

Safety in our skies is our number one priority. The incidents 
of unauthorised drones operating close to airports has the 
potential to stop all movements for a period of time. Over 
three days at Gatwick Airport in England, 1,000 flights and 
approximately 140,000 people were affected by unauthorised 
drone activity. The cost to airlines alone for that period was 
close to $65 million.

Happy Flying,

Brendan Peut
Archerfield Control Tower

Unsafe drones
Drones are prohibited within 5.5km of a controlled 
airport like Archerfield Airport – so anyone living or 
working within that area is encouraged to contact 
CASA (not AAC) to report unsafe drone operations. 
However CASA investigates safety breaches (not 
privacy-related issues) only where there is sufficient 
evidence such as photos/videos of the breach and the 
person operating the drone. A form to report breaches 
is available at www.casa.gov.au/drones/report-
unsafe-drone-operations.

Junior Jets take off
Archerfield Airport continues to be a proud sponsor of 
Acacia Ridge Football Club’s Junior Jets (pictured). 
For a second year running, the Junior Jets are getting 
ready to take off. 

AAC’s financial support aims to increase recreational 
participation and social inclusion in our community. 
The club provides an opportunity for boys and girls 
aged from six to 12 years to be active, have fun and 
stay healthy.


