
Archerfield Jet Base launched
The May launch of Archerfield Jet Base, Archerfield 
Airport’s first full-service Fixed Base Operator (FBO), 
was a colourful affair. Sleek corporate jets, prestige 
cars and an elite-class racing boat featured centre 
stage in the newly renovated Hangar 5.

The official opening was attended by 150 guests and combined 
the unveiling of the Jaguar F-Pace and the launch of the 222 
Offshore Australian racing campaign. Light Jets Australia, which 
is owned by Jet Base Director Mark Peart and operates from 
Hangar 5, sponsors the 222 Offshore race boat team. Austral 
Jaguar is the team’s major sponsor.

Archerfield Jet Base offers a range of premium services including 
secure short and long-term aircraft storage, aircraft management, 
detailing, tarmac transfers, limousine shuttle services, catering, 
undercover vehicle parking, private charter and 24 hour access 
and refuelling.

To meet client needs, Mark and fellow Director Phil Walker have 
renovated the 2,400 sq.m. hangar, which is one of the airport’s 
most significant buildings. Hangar 5 was built by Qantas in 1931, 
and it was here that the first passenger-carrying flights departed 
Australia for England. The refurbished facility now offers clients 
access to modern amenities including a conference room and 
lounges. The hangar accommodates a range of corporate jets 
– and initial demand for aircraft 
storage has been so strong that 
Archerfield Jet Base has also 
leased Hangar 2.

Right: Queensland rugby league ‘great’ 
Darren Lockyer, pictured with Airport 
GM, Heather Mattes, was a special 
guest at the launch. As Ambassador for 
Austral Jaguar, Darren unveiled the new 
Jaguar F-Pace.
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Griffith Aviation news 
Griffith University plays a strong role in aviation and aerospace education with many 
students learning to fly at Archerfield Airport. Griffith Aviation staff and students have 
been recognised professionally in recent months. Associate Professor David Newman 
and Sravan Pingali presented their research, ‘Comparison of Pilot Visual Scan 
Patterns in Glass vs Analogue Cockpits’ to the Aerospace Medical Association’s 86th 
Annual Scientific Meeting in the USA. Aviation/Aerospace Australia presented an 
award to student Caitlin Stephenson to recognise Outstanding Contribution to the 
Aviation or Aerospace Sectors for Women. Caitlin is COS of C31 Solutions, Boeing 
Defence and studies Griffith’s Aviation Management Program. 

Brisbane Open House 2016
Archerfield Airport will once again feature in Brisbane Open House on Saturday, 
October 8. This free event offers tours of the city’s ‘hidden’ wealth of architecture 
– and the airport’s inclusion in the 2016 program follows the popularity of last 
year’s event when hundreds took the opportunity to inspect the terminal building 
and airport facilities. Airside bus tours and walking tours of God’s Acre cemetery 
will be held throughout the day. Several airport tenants including LifeFlight 
(previously CareFlight), Archerfield Jet Base and Basair will also open their doors 
to visitors.

Welcome to Archerfield Airport 
newsletter’s winter edition. We have many 
things going on, and all are part of the 
exciting growth for the airport’s future. 
There is a great article on the airport aerial 
survey by a drone which plots the 
topography to assist in the planning of 
infrastructure. CareFlight has purchased a 
new 139 helicopter and as part of its 
growth has rebranded to LifeFlight, 
celebrating 35 years of service flying 
44,000 critical care missions since 1981.  

We are continually working with aircraft 
operators and the community to reduce 
where possible the effect of aircraft noise 
on residential and other noise sensitive 
areas. At the recent Community Aviation 
Consultation Group, a number of 
strategies were raised which we will 
discuss with operators and the tower. 
Community feedback helps us identify 
areas in which we can look for 
improvement, although safety is always 
the priority.

We are in the planning and design phase 
for the Boundary Road Transition project 
which will open up the area for future land 
lots and road access to support growing 
demand in the area. Brisbane City Council 
completed its road upgrade works earlier 
and we are working with them on 
intersection works. Welcome to Sebastian 
Seidel, our new Operations and Technical 
Officer, who joined us recently.

Safe landings,

Heather Mattes 
General Manager

A message from the 

GENERAL MANAGER

Warbird Aviation’s fleet (left to right): the 
T-28 Trojan, Yak-52 and L-39 Albatross.

SPOTLIGHT ON:

Warbird Aviation
It’s not every day you can view three vintage ex-military aircraft in 
one place, but Warbird Aviation at Archerfield Airport was the first 
adventure flight business of its type in Brisbane.

Established in 1989, Warbird Aviation has an interesting fleet. The T-28 Trojan is a 
genuine combat veteran. This former Air America (CIA) aircraft was operated out of 
Laos during the Vietnam War. The L-39 Albatross jet is a military training aircraft 
from the Ukraine, and the fully aerobatic Yak-52 was built in 1989 as a trainer. This 
type of plane is still manufactured in Romania.

Boasting an accident-free record and highly experienced commercial pilots who are 
air show pilots, Warbird Aviation was the first company in Australia to start adventure 
flights in ex-military aircraft. According to Kim Rolph-Smith from Warbird Aviation, the 
formation of the company followed many years of lobbying the Federal Government 
and the then CAA (now CASA) for permission to carry fare-paying passengers in 
ex-military aircraft.

Kim is passionate about warbirds. He has been flying since 1964 and is the country’s 
most experienced T-28 Trojan pilot. He says that the average warbird is better 
maintained than most general aviation aircraft because of their high value. Exceptional 
maintenance and passenger safety standards ensure that these rare and unusual 
aircraft remain in perfect mechanical order and live up to their promise of a ‘ride of 
a lifetime’.

Warbird Aviation (07-3274 2639) operates from Hangar 629 Mortimer Road. Flights 
(starting from $435) are generally 20 to 30 minutes in duration and take in Brisbane 
and the scenic beauty of Moreton Bay.   



LifeFlight emerges 
The content of this massive vacuum wrapped ‘parcel’ 
(pictured) was a mystery to many when it arrived at 
Archerfield Airport in June. Initially resembling a 
giant chrysalis, the fully assembled AW 139 helicopter 
emerged from Hangar 6 about a month later – right 
in time for the flyover to mark the 35th anniversary 
of CareFlight and the launch of its new name 
‘LifeFlight’.

The assembly involved a crew of four LifeFlight engineers working 
eight hours a day for 14 days. It was the first time an AW 139 had 
been assembled in Australia – and the rare challenge allowed the 
team to include special features such as corrosion prevention.

AgustaWestland manufactured the aircraft in Italy, then transported 
it to an assembly plant in Philadelphia, USA. After testing, the 
helicopter was disassembled and freighted in a 747 to Essendon 
Airport in Victoria. When it arrived in Brisbane on the back of a 

Airport Safety Week
Following the success of the AAA and NZ Airports inaugural 
Safety Week campaign in 2014, Airport Safety Week has 
matured and grown. This year’s Airport Safety Week will be 
held from October 17 to 21, and themes will be Human 
Factors, Airside Works, Airside Driving, Environmental 
Considerations and Fatigue. Airport operators are encouraged 
to develop relevant activities and be involved.

The new AW 139 ready to undergo 
its first ground run checks.

An exceptional drone
Airfields like Archerfield Airport are normally ‘no go’ 
zones for remotely piloted aircraft (or what most 
people call ‘drones’), however a special exception to 
the rule was made recently to allow an aerial survey 
to be conducted at the airport to assist with master 
planning and future infrastructure design works.

In a first for 
Archerfield Airport, 
AAC commissioned 
Avmap to carry out a 
survey using a drone 
(pictured). The survey 
required approvals by 
CASA and Airservices 
Australia to close the 
airspace for two or 
three 30 minute 

periods during a four-hour period. The small fixed wing drone 
(with a wingspan of 2.3m) captured about 2,300 images from a 
height of about 120m. The photos were later stitched together 
to create one large, extremely high resolution and accurate 
ortho-rectified photo mosaic of the entire airport. From the 
imagery a very accurate three dimensional ground surface 
model was also developed.

Chris Dickson of Avmap said the exercise was the equivalent of 
about two or more weeks’ manual field work. Avmap has been 
using drones for the past few years, and consider the new 
technology to be a highly time and cost effective ‘tool of the 
trade’ for land surveying.

*Australia was the first country in the world to regulate the use 
of drones with Civil Aviation Safety Regulations – and CASA is 
currently reviewing these rules. It’s important to know what you 
can and can’t do when operating a drone in order to avoid a 
fine of up to $9,000, so read the guidelines at www.casa.gov.au

Fly Neighbourly Principles
•  Be aware of, and avoid, noise-sensitive areas where possible.

•  Unless subject to ATC procedures or instructions, aircraft 
should follow high ambient noise routes such as railway lines 
and highways, and unpopulated routes such as waterways.

•  Restrict low level training to designated and approved areas.

•  Adopt best rates of climb to minimise noise over residential 
areas as soon as possible after takeoff.

truck, the fuselage and tail boom were on separate pallets along 
with 17 large crates of parts.

Now undergoing medical fitout (which makes the total aircraft 
cost at almost $20 million), the helicopter joins LifeFlight’s 
modern fleet of three fully equipped rescue helicopters. The new 
corporate branding distinguishes LifeFlight from CareFlight NSW 
(a separate organisation). 
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talktower
Taxiing and flying an aircraft professionally 
require a degree of courtesy and appreciation  
of the other airport user actions. 

It is essential to scan ahead of the aircraft and take into 
account both ground and airborne activity. For instance, 
only report ‘ready’ in turn as you reach the holding point. 
Calling ‘ready’ when you are still number four in line only 
increases pilot and controller workload and creates 
confusion. 

Additionally, exercise care when vacating off the runway. It 
is possible that an aircraft may be exiting the runway behind 
you, so please don’t block the exit for any extended period 
of time. Taxi speeds should always be moderated to take 
into account an unpredicted action by another aircraft or 
pedestrian on the apron. 

Until next time, stay safe and fly professionally.

George Lane
Manager, Archerfield Control Tower 

Hangar 607 – A metal-clad/Colorbond hangar (approx. 
15.30m X 12.36m) on a site (approx. 259 sq.m.) on the 
Mortimer Rd side of the airport. 

Building 640 – A tidy metal-clad industrial shed (approx. 
352 sq.m.) with air conditioned office area (approx.  
12 sq.m.) and good exposure facing Beatty Rd. Access  
is via two 4m high roller doors. 

Site 205 – A fully fenced secure hardstand and office in 
an excellent location with high exposure facing Beatty Rd. 
Site is 4,783 sq.m; air-conditioned office is 180 sq.m.

Hangar 226 – An all-steel aircraft hangar with airside 
access on a 488 sq.m. site at the northern end of the 
airport near Qantas Ave. Hangarage only.

Buildings 013/014 – Comprise admin/multiple offices/
classrooms and recreational area. 

For more details, visit www.archerfieldairport.com.au 
or call AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 
07 3275 8000.
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FOR LEASE
The following airport premises are now available for lease.

This Beechcraft King Air CX90 (pictured) arrived at Archerfield 
Airport in June following a marathon seven day flight across the 
world from Atlanta in the USA. Owner, Quindus Pty Ltd, engaged 
a pilot to undertake the journey, which included stopovers in 
Canada, Iceland, the Netherlands, Montenegro, Egypt, the United 
Arab Emirates, India and Indonesia. The King Air will be used 
predominantly for private travel; and the owner is currently 
working with AAC to extend its airport hangar doors to 
accommodate the new aircraft.

Safety focus

Archerfield Airport’s aim to improve safety is ongoing and 
we have now expanded our induction package which 
covers WH&S, hazardous materials, drugs and alcohol 
management, emergencies, public safety, incident/hazard 
reporting, working on airport, working airside, environmental 
protection, driving airside, security and more. 

All personnel working airside are required to complete a Visitor/ 
Contractor Safety Induction (which takes about 15 minutes) 
on an annual basis. To arrange an appointment to complete 
the induction, please contact AAC on (07) 3275 8000.

Sheryl de Bruyn
Airport Planning and Compliance Manager 

God’s Acre Remembrance Day
Many motorists driving along busy Beatty Road may 
be surprised to know that just inside the gates to 
Archerfield Airport is one of only a few cemeteries 
within an Australian airport. 

A well-attended Remembrance Day in June marked 157 
years since the area was dedicated as God’s Acre. The event 
was hosted by Friends of God’s Acre (FOGA) Inc and included 
tours and presentations including an address by Airport GM 
Heather Mattes.

The cemetery is tended by FOGA with support from AAC. It was 
established by Thomas and Mary Grenier after the death of their 
son Volney. The Grenier’s 640 acre property (now the core of 
the airport) was then still part of NSW. The family cemetery was 
later left to the community, with the last funeral in 1980. Some 
240 people are believed to be buried in God’s Acre.

From America to Archerfield


