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A message from the General Manager

passing with 'flying colours'

Aviall expands 
            in new facility

master plan update

wings of life

Corrie Metz, General Manager

It has been another busy start to the year. The tragic floods and unprecedented 

rain both contributed to significant challenges for the airport. Archerfield was the 

hub of flood relief and support services and the news crews that covered those 

events. Luckily Archerfield was spared the wrath of those floods, in the main.

The record-breaking rains have also had a large impact on the tenants who have 

tie-downs on the northern grass. These areas became quagmires and made 

aircraft movement difficult and, at times, impossible. The rising of the water table 

made drainage and drying of the area problematic. The area is still soft and 

requires very little rain to become unserviceable.

To mitigate some of these water issues, AAC has installed a large drain at a cost of 

$130,000 along Taxiway Hotel to capture the large volume of water that runs to 

the south from the large tarmac and apron areas. This drainage complements the 

drainage we installed last year at the southern hardstand for $55,000. Further 

drainage to the northern grass is being planned.

I would like to thank everyone who provided constructive comment on the 

Airport Master Plan. Your comments are appreciated and have been considered 

in the draft that was presented to the Minister in May.

The year ahead looks exciting with a number of projects kicking off. The first of 

these projects will be for Aviall. With Aviall bursting at the seams in their current 

location, new purpose-built facilities have been developed with construction 

commencing in the near future.

Anyone involved with aircraft knows the value of 

checking and double-checking – and it's no different for 

the AAC.

In June, the Corporation's many processes and 

procedures underwent an annual inspection by a 

representative from the Federal Department of 

Infrastructure and Transport. The Corporation passed 

with 'flying colours', confirming that it is operating in 

accordance with all conditions of its Head Lease with the 

Commonwealth.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the development of the 

Preliminary Draft Master Plan 2011-13 (PDMP) for Archerfield Airport.

AAC received over 1,000 responses during and immediately following the 

exhibition period. All public submissions were considered, with the final 

draft submitted to the Federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, the 

Hon Anthony Albanese, on May 18. A response from the Minister is 

expected later this year. 

A list of key issues consistent throughout the local community feedback can 

be found at www.archerfieldairport.com.au/masterplan. Responses to each 

of these issues and changes to the Draft Master Plan (DMP) as a result of 

these can also be downloaded from this webpage.

An artist impression of the new Aviall facility. 

Wings of Life is conducting an Around Australia Flight to raise funds and 

awareness for the Royal Flying Doctor Service and promote youth in aviation.  

The organisation started from Archerfield on 24 June, where AAC waived landing 

and parking charges in support of this worthwhile venture. They plan to complete 

their adventure on 18 July.  Pictured is a Spitfire that is part of this adventure.

Source: linear56design

Long-term tenant of Archerfield Airport, Aviall Australia Pty 

Ltd, will continue to expand its business in Queensland in a 

new purpose-built facility.

AAC will build the $1.1 million warehouse and office complex 

at Site 112 Ditchman Avenue, allowing Aviall to streamline its 

warehousing processes and cater for projected growth. 

Construction is due to start soon, with completion early next 

year.

Aviall's Queensland Sales Manager, Bob Armstrong, said the 

company had outgrown its second and current airport 

premises in Qantas Avenue. 

“After some 21 years operating at Archerfield, Aviall continues 

to keep pace with its growing customer base, which means 

larger premises,” he said. “Our sales territory expands south 

to Moree in NSW, west to Longreach and north to the 

Whitsunday Islands.”                             ........continues on page 2
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US-based Aviall, which is part of the Boeing Company, is one 

of the world's largest providers of aviation parts. Aviall 

sources components from more than 235 manufacturers and 

offers a staggering 2 million catalogue items via customer 

service centres in the USA, Europe and Asia-Pacific. Aviall also 

manufactures aircraft hoses.

“The proposed facility will give our operations a new lease of 

life,” Bob said. “We hold thousands of components in stock, 

and things are a little cramped at the moment.”

Aviall's facility at Archerfield supplies parts to a range of 

customers including small operators and larger airlines such as 

Virgin Blue and QantasLink.

upgrade works completed

airport welcomes QFRS

Much needed drainage works in front of the terminal 

building have now been completed to address flooding 

problems experienced by tenants at the northern end of 

the airport.

The work was the latest project in an airport-wide 

upgrade program which has seen some $500,000 spent in 

the past few years on improvements to drainage, runways 

and taxiways. 

Here is a summary of other works completed in recent 

times:

Airside

? Asphalt reseal engine test bay and adjoining service 

road, adjacent to primary windsock

? Asphalt repairs to 'northern taxilanes' (off Taxiway Kilo) 

that service the northern hangars

? Asphalt reseal Taxiway Juliet from Hangar 5 to Hangar 2

? Asphalt repairs to Taxiway Alpha 6 adjacent to Gate 4

? Reconstruction of apron drainage near Hangar 113

Landside

? Asphalt reseal Lores Bonney Drive and adjoining car 

parks

? Asphalt reseal Qantas Drive and adjoining car parks

? Asphalt reseal Rapide, Anson and Dakota Places (all off 

Qantas Drive)

? Street lights installed on Lores Bonney Drive, Beaufighter 

Avenue and Wirraway Avenue

AAC appointment

Recently appointed as the Airport Planning and Policy Manager at 

Archerfield Airport, Alan has built an enviable career around his passion. 

The extensive management experience he brings to AAC is central to his role 

of managing the airport's compliance and regulatory functions and policy 

development.

Alan entered the RAAF after matriculating in 1979, training and working as a 

navigator flying PC Orion aircraft; later moving to senior management and 

staff roles.

For three years he commanded the RAAF Base at Darwin where he assisted 

the safe evacuation of 1,500 refugees from East Timor at the height of the 

1999 crisis. Upon leaving the RAAF after 23 years of service, Alan achieved 

the rank of Wing Commander and was awarded the Conspicuous Service 

Cross, the highest peacetime award honour, for his achievements 

commanding RAAF Darwin.

Alan's post military career started as Registrar of the Supreme and District 

Courts in Townsville. He later transferred to the State Government's 

transport portfolio as Deputy Regional Director and Manager Service 

Delivery.

With the lure of the skies still strong, Alan joined the Civil Aviation Safety 

Authority (CASA) in 2004, initially overseeing all general aviation operations 

in North Queensland before being appointed in the national role of General 

Manager, General Aviation Operations. Alan's responsibilities extended to 

entry control, national GA surveillance program, enforcement and industry 

education and training, plus legislation and compliance activities.

In 2007, Alan was appointed Chief Operating Officer of Aviation 

Management, a division of global jewellery giant, Paspaley Pearls Group. In 

this diverse role, he was responsible for four aviation sectors and a budget 

of $65 million. 

Late last year, Alan made the decision to return home from northern 

Australia, and looks forward to meeting all airport tenants as the latest 

addition to the AAC team.

Alan Cook 
CSC FAIM

Airport Planning 

and Policy 

Manager

Aviation could well be 

the oxygen in Alan's 

lungs, such is his 

enthusiasm for the 

industry. 

AAC welcomes Queensland Fire and Rescue Service 

(QFRS) as the airport's newest tenants. 

After sub-leasing premises for the past six years, QFRS 

have relocated to their own centre at Hangar 635.

A division of the State Government's Department of 

Community Safety, QFRS is Queensland's key provider of 

fire and rescue services. As well as attending house and 

bush fires, QFRS officers provide a wide range of other 

vital services including hazardous materials management, 

road accident rescues, building safety inspections, fire 

scene investigations and commercial training.

profile 
Like many aviation businesses, RapAir Maintenance Pty Ltd at Archerfield 

Airport started with a passion for flying. 

Owner Ron Rappensberg grew his interest in all-things-aircraft from flying 

model planes as a boy to gaining his pilot licence and undertaking a mature-

aged apprenticeship to graduate from motor to aircraft mechanics.

After working for Pacific Aviation for four years, Ron and his wife Carol 

(pictured) took over the business and established RapAir Maintenance in 

1992. Today the operations at Hangar 7 employ 14 people and boast the 

only aircraft maintenance centre in Brisbane with its own inhouse electrical 

and instrument facility. Significantly, half of RapAir's engineers are licensed.

RapAir Maintenance is very much a family business, with all of Ron and 

Carol's children involved. Son Neil is an engineer while daughters Michelle 

and Cherie assist Carol in the office.                            ... continues on Page 3

Ron & Carol Rappensberg

RapAir 
Maintenance 

Pty Ltd

tenant reminders
?  Please remember to operate only within your leased 

area.           

?  Water conservation remains a priority at Archerfield 

Airport, so please remember not to wash vehicles on 

the airport using potable water.



feedback

contact us

talktower 

for lease

As many pilots will be aware, there has recently been a 

substantial increase in helicopter activity at the airfield. 

The helicopter training areas Alpha and Bravo are 

selected based on which set of parallel runways are 

active. These areas are depicted in ERSA and allow 

helicopters to operate under their own observation 

within the airfield boundary up to 500 feet. 

These operations will normally be notated on the ATIS 

(unless of short duration). At times, there will be more 

than one helicopter in these areas. Pilots in taxying 

aircraft should monitor these operations as the 

helicopters may conduct landing and takeoffs or 

conduct hovering practice in close proximity to taxiways. 

A taxi clearance from the apron to a specific runway 

holding point allows you to also enter the run-up bay 

associated with that runway to conduct your pre-flight 

checks. An aircraft exiting these run-up bays shall give 

way to other traffic.  

A diagram of the apron and manoeuvring areas can be 

downloaded from Page 21 of the CASA Archerfield 

Visual Pilot Guide available on the following link: 

www.casa.gov.au/wcmswr/_assets/main/pilots/downlo

ad/archer/archer.pdf

Remember that the start to a well conducted flight is 

familiarity with documentation such as ERSA and AIP. 

Until next time, stay safe and happy flying. 

We are interested in your feedback on our newsletter.                               
Please forward any comments to 
aac@archerfieldairport.com.au

George Lane
Tower Manager

Continues from page 2 .............. 

 According to Carol, the arrangement works well because all three were 

keen to be part of the business after leaving school.

RapAir's clients include private pilots, charter operators and flying schools 

from as far away as Cairns in North Queensland and Moree in far west NSW. 

Maintenance is carried out on a wide range of light aircraft – the largest, a 

King Air 350. RapAir also offers a complete electrical and instrument service, 

including component overhaul; and they carry an extensive stock of 

exchange units .

Ron and Carol have seen many industry changes in the past 20 years and 

believe the future of general aviation remains strong, despite a challenging 

year in which wet weather has adversely affected so many. 

Although Ron no longer flies for medical reasons, he and Carol love the 

industry they have chosen; connected to the general aviation 'community' 

through a shared love of aircraft. 

“Most people who work in aviation are in it because they are passionate 

about flying,” says Ron. “We would miss it if we were away from it.” 

The following airport facilities are now available for lease...

Hangar 002 – This 1,366sq.m property comprises low-height storage space 

with secondary office accommodation (66sq.m). It forms part of a hangar 

and shares a common entrance loading door. Single phase power and staff 

amenities are available. Sliding hangar doors: opening of approx 23m from 

centre to end; height approx 4.4m.

Shed 640 – This partitioned shed is on Beatty Road near the corner of 

Mortimer Road. It is approximately 352sq.m with dual roller doors, air-

conditioned office and amenities.

Hangar 634 – Situated south west of the airport, this steel/Colorbond 

hangar covers a site area of 465sq.m. Dimensions are 15m x 20m; depth of 

approx 18m; width of approx 18m; hangar door height of approx 4.5m; 

hangar door opening of approx 17.8m (opened first from the central section 

without unhinging the outer section). Airside access is available; landside 

access may be negotiated.

Hangar 003 – This site has high exposure to Beatty Road and is located in the 

airport's commercial heart.  The area is approx 1,773sq.m and comprises a 

warehouse/hangar, workshops at each side, and air-conditioned offices with 

reception area. Preference is for an aviation business and synergies with 

existing services.

For all leasing inquiries, please call AAC Property Manager, Claudia 

Birnbreier on 07 3275 8000.

Archerfield Airport Corp.
PO Box 747
ARCHERFIELD Q 4108

P (07) 3275 8000
F (07) 3275 8001
E aac@archerfieldairport.com.au www.archerfieldairport.com.au

don't forget noise control
Don't forget that noise control is a responsibility of all airport 

business operators.

Noise-related obligations for the benefit of employees, 

contractors, visitors and neighbouring businesses are detailed 

in the Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995 and the Noise 

Code of Practice (Department of Employment and Industrial 

Relations). Visit www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/subjects/ 

noise/law/index.htm#specific   


