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A message from the General Manager
Time flies when you are busy. Noting that we are already half way 
through Autumn is proof how quickly this year is going. Activity 
on the airport is brisk and we have survived another hot, dry 
summer.

The ASAC is progressing well (that is the Aviation Student 
Accommodation Complex for those who may have forgotten).  
A number of operators have expressed how excited they are 
with the prospect of this new facility. It will no doubt be a very 
positive addition to Archerfield that will further stimulate flight 
and other aviation-related training.

AAC is completing negotiations for the refurbishment of Hangar 
6 (the old Hawker deHavilland hangar for those who have been 
at Archerfield for some time) and Hangar 5. 

Accommodating pilot training
Development is well underway on Archerfield Airport’s first onsite Aviation 
Student Accommodation Complex (ASAC) – Building 9 in Grenier Drive. 

The $4 million building refurbishment project, funded by AAC, aims to 
stimulate the development of pilot training at the airport, already used by nine 
pilot training businesses. The complex will provide modern accommodation 
for up to 40 aviation students and feature personal breakout study areas, a 
commercial kitchen, and dining and lounge rooms. A purpose-built viewing 
platform offering 360 degree views of the surrounding airspace will also be 
incorporated.

Completion of the project is on track for later this year. Aviation-related 
businesses interested in leasing student accommodation and/or office space 
within the complex can contact AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier, 
on 3275 8000. 

Keeping good time 
The clock in Archerfield Airport’s historic 
terminal is keeping time once again following 
a major restoration project. Originally 
installed in 1942 within the airside façade 
of the art deco building, the clock stopped 
some years ago and its repair proved to 
be a major technical challenge for clock 
conservation experts, Tony Roberts and 
Norman Heckenberg. But their skills, 
dedication and patience finally paid off! 
Airport GM, Corrie Metz (pictured), reports 
that the clock is now working well and the 
project has greatly complemented ongoing 
renovation work in the terminal building.

These refurbishments are certainly very welcome and all help to 
raise the profile of Archerfield. Together with the new Aviall building, 
we will have some outstanding ‘new’ hangars and facilities, 
particularly around the main entrance to the airport. This is a credit 
to the tenants of those new facilities who have the vision for the 
future of their businesses here at Archerfield. The more I can 
replace the old with the new, the better for everyone at Archerfield.

These are not the only negotiations occurring at the moment. 
There are a number of others with significant proposals. Although 
I am not in a position to go into detail, if any of them come off, 
they will greatly benefit quite a number of businesses at Archerfield. 
In the end, your success is our success.

Corrie Metz, General Manager



Carparking reminder 
Carparking regulations at Archerfield Airport are being 
enforced as a response to illegal parking, and to ensure 
that adequate parking is provided for short and 
long-term carpark users.

• Parking in the short-term carpark is for 12 hours only.
• Users of the long-term carpark must register with 
AAC within 72 hours of parking their vehicles.

Long-term carparking is available only on Qantas 
Avenue following closure of the carpark behind Building 
9 in Grenier Drive (now a construction site). Fees are 
very affordable at just $2 per day, and they may be paid 
over the phone (3275 8000) or in person at the AAC 
office on the top floor of the terminal building. Non-
compliant vehicles will attract infringement notices, and 
may be towed from the airport. 

Welcome Kristin 
The AAC team welcomes Kristin Meadows, the new 
Personal Assistant to the Airport’s General Manager. 

Kristin joined the Corporation in March after moving to 
Brisbane with her partner and family from North Queensland. 
She will provide administration support to the GM, Corrie 
Metz, and assist AAC Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier.

Kristin has extensive experience in office administration and 
holds a Diploma of Business alongside numerous 
administration qualifications and a Certificate IV in Property 
Services. At the moment, she is studying a Diploma of 
Management.

Kristin has two daughters and a son. While in Townsville, she 
played violin with the North Queensland Barrier Reef 
Symphony Orchestra and was heavily involved in gymnastics 
both as a competitor and coach. Kristin hopes Brisbane will 
offer new opportunities for her to resume these interests, 
especially as both her daughters are gymnasts. 



Hangar 622
This 12m x 15m x 4.6m all-steel hangar on 
the southern side of the airport is suitable for 
smaller aircraft (due to access). There is 
landside and airside access; and amenities 
include a toilet and two small storerooms.

Site 605 – hangar and offices
Also at the southside of the airport, this  
365 sq.m. site contains a steel/Colorbond 
hangar and an adjacent two-storey office. 
The hangar has an area of 191.2 sq.m, with 
clearance of hangar door of 13.5m and 
height of 4m. The 40 sq.m. lower level of the 
office contains amenities; the 41.25 sq.m. 
upper level is for storage only.

Hangar 226
This 488 sq.m. site is at the northern end of 
the airport near Qantas Avenue. The 37.5m 
x 13m all-steel aircraft hangar has airside 
access only.

Building 667 – freestanding 
warehouse with yard
Located on 2,500 sq.m. on Lores Bonney 
Drive with easy access to main arterial 
roads, this 997 sq.m. freestanding metal 
clad warehouse features:
• clearspan 5.5m height
• container height roller door
• 82 sq.m. office
• security fenced yard
• three phase power.

For all leasing inquiries, please call AAC 
Property Manager, Claudia Birnbreier on 
07 3275 8000.

For lease
The following airport premises 
are now available for lease…

Streamlining maintenance
A new procedure has been introduced at 
Archerfield for reporting maintenance issues 
associated with AAC-owned buildings. The aim is 
to streamline response time and improve 
maintenance service for airport tenants.

Tenants must complete and submit a Maintenance 
Request Form to AAC for all maintenance issues. 
The form is logged in AAC’s new reporting system, 
ensuring a response within one business day. 
Except for extreme emergencies, maintenance 
issues are addressed only after the form has been 
submitted. 

Contact AAC for a form or download one from 
www.archerfieldairport.com.au (click on Airport Info 
tab - Reporting - Maintenance Requests).

Russell and Jan Kelly, Quality Avionics
A career in aviation was a natural choice for Russell Kelly, the 
Owner Manager of Quality Avionics at Archerfield.

Russell’s father worked as an engineer for the former Ansett Australia 
airlines for more than 30 years and his uncle was an engineer in the 
Royal Australian Air Force. Russell had a strong interest in aviation and 
electronics as a boy, and learnt to fly at Sunland Aviation at Archerfield 
when he was just 17. When Russell finally had to admit to himself that 
he was a “lousy” pilot, he took up engineering – a choice that naturally 
led him to work in aircraft electronics.

After completing an apprenticeship with EMI and working as a radio 
and television technician, Russell answered an ad for a bench 
technician/aircraft maintenance engineer at the Radio Centre at 
Archerfield Airport. It was a perfect opportunity to combine his two 
interests, and for the next 17 years Russell’s career led him to work 
for a number of companies, including some based at Brisbane and 
Cooloongatta airports.

Russell’s decision to establish his own business with wife Jan brought 
him back to Archerfield in 1995. About 18 months later, son Rowan 
joined the business straight from school. Today Rowan is Quality 
Avionic’s Tarmac Manager.

From small beginnings, the family built the business in both size and 
reputation. It now has a staff of 10 and strong credentials when it 
comes to providing aircraft servicing, instrument and radio 
replacement, new equipment and repair services. Clients are based 
mainly in south-east Queensland, although Russell regularly travels to 
a base in Fiji. With hundreds of privately-owned islands in Fiji, there is 
strong demand for small private aircraft and associated avionics and 
electrical systems. Australian actor, Mel Gibson, is among Russell’s 
clients.

Quality Avionics was the first business at Archerfield to become a 
CASA 145 Approved Maintenance Organisation, authorised to service 
larger passenger aircraft. A similar approval is held for airline work in 
Fiji. The company is expert in auto pilots, electronic indicators, 
gyroscopic instruments, and a multitude of state-of-the-art electrical, 
radio, communication, fuel and warning systems for fixed and rotary 
wing aircraft.

With his flying days well behind him, Russell prefers to spend his 
leisure time on water rather than in the air. He and Jan relax away 
from the business by spending time aboard their Fairway 36 
motorcruiser. Both are also involved with the Brisbane Outdoor 
Aquatic Touring Club – Russell as Vice Commodore.

Quality Avionics: 07 3320 8300
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talktower
Flying at a controlled general aviation airfield can be both rewarding and challenging. Pilots and controllers alike require 
situational awareness when operating when the circuit is busy or when congested taxiways are being negotiated. As 
students become more experienced and comfortable with their aircrafts, their ability to multi-task increases. However, it 
never pays to become too complacent and let your guard down. 

When taxiing around, always be aware of the runway layout so as not to accidentally cross a runway holding point 
without an ATC clearance. When airborne, always monitor your track with reference to your departure runway so as not 
to drift across into the other parallel runway circuit. If you are instructed to follow another aircraft and you lose sight of the 
traffic, let the controller know so that they can help you reacquire the preceding aircraft.

If you receive an ATC instruction but can’t fully understand what was said, ask for a repeat of the instruction until you 
have no doubts of what is required. Controllers also appreciate a professional attitude by pilots. A thorough knowledge 
by students of read back requirements and the airport layout can assist with the processing of traffic. As a student, your 
instructor will normally be available to answer any questions. 

Until next time – please stay vigilant and fly safely.

George Lane
Archerfield Tower Manager

Training in terminal evacuation
As part of its ongoing safety processes, AAC will soon 
provide training for its Terminal Evacuation Wardens. This will 
be followed by a ‘real time’ drill to provide an opportunity for 
the wardens to practise skills and test the airport’s terminal 
evacuation plan. 

The ground, first and second floors of the airport terminal 
house AAC’s administration offices, Miengrove Pty Ltd and 
Pathfinder Aviation. AAC’s Chief Warden is supported by a 
warden for each floor who is responsible for evacuating people 
on their level.

God’s Acre Remembrance Day
Airport tenants and interested visitors are invited to join local residents 
on Sunday June 29 at the annual Remembrance Day commemorations 
at the historic God’s Acre cemetery.

One of the few pioneer cemeteries incorporated into an Australian 
airport, God’s Acre is near the main gates on Grenier Drive. The oldest 
grave dates back to 1859 when 16 year old Volney Grenier died in a 
horse riding accident on his parent’s property, which was later to 
become the suburb of Archerfield and Archerfield Airport.

The cemetery is lovingly managed by the Friends of God’s Acre (FOGA) 
who carefully maintain it with the assistance of AAC. The annual 
commemorations, attended by many descendants of people buried in 
the cemetery, start at 10.30am. The program includes morning tea, a 
sausage sizzle lunch, tours and guest speakers. 

Everyone is welcome – just bring a chair and a gold coin donation! Visit 
www.foga.org.au for more information.


