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Remembrance Day 2023 
This year's annual Remembrance Day will be held on Sunday 25th June. Event starts at 10am for 
morning tea, conducted cemetery tour, inspection of displays etc. Then two official talks follow at 
11:00am. The first talk by Wayne Pitt, our President, will feature the history of the God's Acre 
Cemetery and especially the role of the Pitt pioneering family in this history. The second talk by 
Peter Dunn OAM will discuss the history of Archerfield Airport and especially its role in the defence 
of Australia in World War 2. Entry is free and everyone is welcome to attend. God's Acre Cemetery 
is located at Archerfield Airport, Beatty Road, Archerfield. The cemetery fronts Beatty Road. 
 
Thomas Grenier Headstone – a Fascinating Recent Find 
Darcy Maddock, President of the Friends of Toowong Cemetery, recently organised an 
archaeological dig of a gully at the Toowong Cemetery. In the 1930's the then Lord Mayor of 
Brisbane, William Jolly, directed that many headstones from graves in the Church of England, 
Brisbane North Cemetery, that is now covered by Suncorp Stadium, be removed and dumped in a 
gully at Toowong Cemetery and covered over. The recent archaeological dig unearthed one 
headstone with the name Thomas Grenier. 
 

This Thomas was Volney's older brother, and he had died on 25th August 1857 at age 17 from 
inflammation of the abdomen. Although Thomas and Mary had bought the 640 acres at 
Archerfield in 1856, at this time they were still living in and operating Grenier's Inn in Russell 
Street, South Brisbane. Thus, the young Thomas was buried in the Church of England, Brisbane 
North Cemetery. His headstone was obviously one of those removed under the direction of 
William Jolly and then dumped in the gully at Toowong. This fascinating find will be on display at 
our Remembrance Day on Sunday 25th June. 
 
Refurbishment and Painting of the Fence, Shelter and Entry Gates at God's Acre Cemetery 
In 2008 – 2009 Friends of God's Acre Inc. organised the rebuilding of the original timber fence 
around the cemetery along with a shelter and entry gates. The fence now requires some 
maintenance, cleaning and repainting. We have liaised with the Queensland Government Skilling 
Queenslanders for Work Program and are hopeful that this work can be carried out under this 
program later this year. If this goes ahead as planned, Friends of God's Acre Inc. will only need to 
provide the funds for the materials used, with salaries being funded by the State Government. 
 
Reprinting of Brian Grenier’s Book: The Families of God's Acre 
This amazing book gives a history of all of the 83 pioneering families buried in the God's Acre 
Cemetery. Brian's monumental work is now out of print but we are still receiving requests for 
copies. We have arranged for Printcorp, who printed the original books, to print another 75 
copies. We are planning to have copies of the new printing available for sale at our Remembrance 
Day on Sunday 25th June.  


